
 

Dear family and friends of faith, 

 

Grace and peace and hope to all in the name of our risen Lord!   Happy Easter!  

 

As we have just come through the most sacred season of our faith, I have been reminded again how important 

it is for me to be a part of a family of faith and to participate in worship each week – especially during Lent, 

Holy Week and Easter time!  Our time of inspirational music, heartfelt prayer concerns, shared meals and just 

‗being‘ together in worship and fellowship have nurtured and fed my spirit.  We have been blessed with new 

members, an adult baptism, new life on our committees and ministries, the presence of our children, our teens 

and advisor attending a retreat with other teens and adults from other UCC churches, and with new ideas and 

opportunities while respecting tradition.  I was reminded of these thoughts shared with me a while back that I 

share with you now… 

 

“Worship is meant to be a moment of reflection, immersion, companionship, and prayer in order that we 

might embrace our callings in the world to respond to the needs of God’s beloved children  

with renewed energy, confidence, and determination.” 

 

I wonder how many of us see our hour on worship each Sunday in these terms? How many come out of rou-

tine or obligation? How many just want to hear good music or a brief escape from the hectic pace of their 

lives? While wanting to honor the fact that there are a variety of motivations people have for coming to 

church, I also want to lift up a vision that church can be so much more. Worship can be the place where 

we hear God‘s voice, focus on the nature of grace as we experience it in the cross, meet each other in prayer 

and song, and leave renewed for lives of meaning and purpose that come through service to neighbor. 

 

A number of years ago, a young couple that was relatively new to the church I was serving explained to me 

how important church had become for them. Whenever one of them could not make it – if, for instance, their 

children were sick – they‘d do a quick two-minute drill to check in on the week they‘d just been through and 

the week about to come to determine, as they said, ―who needed church more.‖  ―Church is what helps us 

make sense of our lives,‖ they explained, ―it‘s that pick-me-up that connects us with God and our calling and 

sends us back into the week.‖ 

 

May it be so for you and for me as we continue to explore what God has in store for us as ―Church!‖ 

 

In faith, 

Rev Lauri 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Special thanks: 

 To all who participated in the Spring Concert and especially to Olga and Alice and Jen and Tania! 

 To John Blakeman for making our ‗wooden cross‘ and 

 To Bob Craig for adding chicken wire so that we could ‗bring the cross to life‘ on Easter Sunday!  

 To Tammy and Tania for the delicious soup suppers they prepared! 

 To all who contributed to the luncheon for new members and for the Pancake Breakfast! 

 To Jan and Carol for their loving attention to the Chancel during Lent and on Easter Sunday! 
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Leadership Team Meeting 

March 13, 2016 
 

 Purchasing New Revised Standard Version  

    Bibles for Sunday Worship 

 Leadership Team Meetings will be held the 

second Sunday of every month 

 Leadership Team Meeting Minutes will be 

posted in Fellowship Hall 

 Committees will vote on their individual chair-

person and/or Leadership Team representative 

 

 

OWNERSHIP 
Al MacPherson, Moderator 

 

―The High Calling‖ is a web site where you'll dis-

cover a broad range of articles, interviews, devo-

tionals, videos, and inspirational stories—all spe-

cifically created to help you think deeply about 

faith and the broader culture.  In order to be good 

and faithful stewards we need to be on top of our 

game all year long, not just a month before Stew-

ardship Sunday. I will be presenting some thoughts 

of mine and others each month that I hope will fos-

ter discussion and thought. 

 

Bill Peel, in 2008, wrote an article on stewardship 

suggesting that there are four principles of steward-

ship: 

1. Ownership 

2. Responsibility 

3. Accountability  

4. Reward  

 

This month I would like to briefly discuss the first: 

―Ownership.‖ 

 

Stewardship is not a New Testament notion nor is 

it a religious idea. It‘s certainly much more than 

that sermon on Stewardship Sunday asking us to up 

our pledges. It is actually a business model dating 

back to Old Testament time. During this period, 

estates and business concerns each had a steward 

whose job was to conduct the daily affairs of that 

business or household. Ultimately, none of the as-

sets that the steward had control over were his, nor 

would they ever be. 

Biblically, we can see from the very beginning that 

God placed Adam in the Garden of Eden to be its 

steward.  

 

EVERYTHING BELONGS TO GOD. ―We are sim-

ply managers or administrators acting on His behalf.‖  

We own nothing; even our talents are from God and 

do not belong to us.  

 

Next month I would like to discuss Peel‘s second prin-

ciple; Responsibility. 

 

Supporting Scripture Readings: 

Genesis 2:15 

Psalm 24:1 

Deuteronomy 8:17-18 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Al MacPherson 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome, New Members! 
 

On Sunday, March 6, 2016, during  

worship, ten friends of our church  

became ten members of our church! 
 

Our New Members are ~ 
 

Joe Baldacci 

Leigh Barker 

Jeff Gardner 

Alison Pavlos 

Dean Pavlos 

Nancy Sierra 

Suzanne Renaud 

Tammy Shaw-Rodano, 

Qin Zhu 

Rev. Lauri Craig 
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Moderator’s Minute 
 

It has been a very busy start to this calendar year. 

We have had baptisms, new members joining our 

fold, rehearsals for the Spring Concert and for Jen 

Chin, Leslie and me, the high school musical. These 

things have made scheduling our first Leadership 

Team meeting somewhat difficult, but alas, we met 

Sunday, March 13th.  
 

The meeting was productive and has given us a 

clearer vision of how we may want to proceed. We 

will now hold LT meetings on the second Sunday of 

the month directly after worship. The minutes of 

these meetings will be posted in fellowship hall. As 

for myself, I will be making some short observations 

on stewardship over the next few months based on 

an article by theologian Bill Peel. Please see the first 

one this month entitled ―Ownership.‖ 
 

Please keep the Leadership Team in your prayers as 

we will diligently strive to serve our Lord and our 

church to the best of our abilities. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Al 

 

New WEBSITE! 

Online SPIRE subscriptions! 
 

Check out our new church website! Please 

visit www.haworthucc.org to learn more 

about the UCC, our beliefs, missions, out-

reach, worship, history, pastor, staff, Open & 

Affirming, Sunday School, music and much, 

much more! 
 

Please note also:  If you wish to receive the 

SPIRE via email in lieu of snail mail, please 

submit your name and email address on the 

NEWSLETTER page of the website (it‘s 

under the menu item NEWS). For obvious 

financial and environmental reasons, our 

hope is to gradually reduce our paper mailing 

as much as possible. Thank you. 
 

The website team (Qin, Darlene, and Jen) 

Communion 
Emma Nathanson 

Director of Ministry  

for Children and Youth 
 

Ms. Rose and I decided to bring all the students 

upstairs for communion in March.  I had reserva-

tions about the younger group's ability to mean-

ingfully take part in this ceremony.  I assumed 

they needed a lesson or two about communion 

before actually being present for it. I was proven 

wrong. Parents came to speak to me after and 

commented on how nice it was to be able to ex-

plain the process to their children, as they actu-

ally did it.  I happened to be sitting in the front 

row with a few of the older students and I felt 

moved as I watched little ones walk up to the 

front with wide eyes, and cautiously take their 

bread.   

 

Ms. Rose and I talked about it and we think 

we will make this a regular part of our Sunday 

School routine.  I would like to ask parents (and 

any other church members) to please open up a 

dialogue with your child(ren) about commun-

ion.  Why is it important to you?  What do you 

feel like after taking communion?  How do you 

translate that feeling into action outside of 

church? We hope this will provide a wonderful 

learning experience for our young people. 

 
 

Natural Energy Boosters 
Bill Ferreri, Owner  

Bay Coast Realty, Delaware 
 

 Drink more water.  Often your body tells you 

you‘re tired when you are just dehydrated. 

 Have a protein-rich snack, like an egg, mixed 

nuts, beans, or tofu. 

 Listen to the right music.  Upbeat music that 

you love will keep you awake and mentally 

energized. 

 Tug your hair.  Surprisingly, pulling your hair 

gently helps release tension (which can make 

you tired) and gets the blood flowing to the 

scalp. 

http://www.haworthucc.org
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REMINDER - HOSPITAL STAYS: 
Federal law restricts the disclosure of patient informa-

tion by hospitals. As a result, the pastor and church of-

fice may not know that a member of the church has 

been admitted to the hospital. If you are hospitalized 

and would like to notify the pastor, it is important that 

you (or a family member or friend) inform the church 

office as soon as possible at 201-384-1063. Hospitals 

can no longer provide this information to us. 

  

PLEASE NOTIFY  

THE CHURCH OFFICE WHEN... 
- You or a family member is sick or in the hospital 

- You are planning a meeting or scheduling an 

   event, so it can be placed on the Church  

   calendar 

- You want to arrange for a Baptism or Wedding 

- When a family member has passed away 

- Your telephone number or address is changed or 

  you are planning to move, locally or out of town 

- You feel the Church can help you in any way. 
 
 

Your Continued Prayers are Requested for… 
 

 Lauren Babroski, Frank‘s daughter; Anita‘s son, 

 Eric; Mike Maslanek, Rita and Family; Tom 

 Haschmann and Traci Reynolds, life-time friends 

 of Rev. Lauri; Gregory Delgado,  Deborah Mancini 

 (Rose Pero‘s cousin), Tiera, a friend of Rita 

 Maslanek; Sandra DeLorenzo, Marcy Baumbach, 

 Bob Robertson, Rita & AnnMarie Jenneck, John 

 Castellucci, Tom Meyer, Robert Kanwisher‘s 

 Family, Ann Arrigo, Bob  Duchacek, Dan Taylor. 

  The Saracino Family who is experiencing serious 

health issues. 

   Zach Koop, a friend of Joe Baldacci, and Zach‘s 

family. 

  For lives lost or injured and everyone affected by 

terrorism. 

 For all life affected by severe, damaging weather 

and pain of any type. 

   For peace in our country and around the world, our 

military and leaders. 

   Everyone devastated by unemployment or under-

 employment. 

 
 
 

Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063)  

24/7 with any request. 

 

April Birthdays! 
 2 ~  Kelly Montello 

 7 ~  Brody Davis 

 8 ~  Liz Marcus 

11 ~  Linda Aiello 

15 ~ Rev. Lauri Craig 

17 ~ John Blakeman 

19 ~ Robin Maslanek 

25 ~ Michael Maslanek, Jr. 

30 ~ Avalon Davis 
 

At a Glance… 
Sundays: Choir rehearsal, 9:15am   

Wednesdays: Playgroup, 9:30-11:00am, FH 

Fridays: Lunch Bunch, 11:00am, FH 

Leadership Team Meetings: Second Sunday of 

Every Month 

“friday art”, Weekly, F. H., 6:30pm 

Deacon for the Month of April:  Suzanne Renaud  

Friday, 4/8:  Women's Fellowship Conver- 

     sation & Communion, Brunch 

 Sunday, 4/10: Reader:  Liz Marcus 

      Leadership Team Meeting after 

     worship 

  Sunday, 4/17: Reader: Jeff Gardner 

     Confirmation class after  

     worship 

  Sunday, 4/24: Supply Preacher:   

     Kirk Woodward 

     Reader: needed! 
 

Christmas Offering 
Darlene Wilson 

Mission Outreach and Social Action 
 

Our final tally for this year's Christmas offering 

was $1,761.00. Thanks to your generosity, a 

check for $1,174 representing 2/3 of the total of-

fering has been sent to Eva‘s Village in Paterson, 

NJ with the remaining $587 sent to the UCC Pen-

sion Boards‘ Christmas Fund. The UCC Christ-

mas Fund benefits low income retired clergy and 

provides emergency assistance to clergy, lay em-

ployees and their families.  Eva‘s Village offers 

shelter, addiction treatment and medical and den-

tal care to those in need as well as providing up to 

1,200 meals daily through Eva's Kitchen. Thank 

you again for supporting these critical programs 

with your generous donations! 
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An Invitation for YOU! 
 
The three-city April installation service for the Rev. John Dorhauer as the ninth general minister and presi-

dent of the United Church of Christ will be a family gathering — not just the family that makes up the 

wider church, but also members of the Dorhauer family, who will have a role in celebrating this new mo-

ment for the future and mission of the denomination. 

 

"I want my family to see me the way the Church does. I'm not just the brother with whom my siblings 

fought and wrestled, or the son who got grounded for disobedience. I am someone to whom the wider 

church has entrusted a great deal of responsibility," Dorhauer said.  
Dorhauer's wife Mimi, brothers Jeff and Jay, children Molly, John Jacob and Adam, and friend John Eisen-

hauer will introduce or perform a musical offering in New York, Chicago and Seattle — the three cities 

where the services will take place on April 15, 16 and 17. Everyone in the wider church is welcome to at-

tend any of the three events or watch the proceedings online.  
"For me, this bringing together of family of origin and family of faith is a way of expressing something I 

feel at a deeply intuitive level: both of these places and all of these people have had a hand in shaping my 

identity and my ministry," Dorhauer added. "Having them together in this moment just feels right to me." 

The three worship services are being planned and envisioned as part of a single "progressive installation," 

with each event meant to complement and build on the others. The Riverside Church in New York City, 

Trinity United Church of Christ on Chicago's South Side, and Plymouth Church United Church of Christ in 

downtown Seattle are the host congregations.  
April 15 at 7:30 pm at Riverside Church in NYC will be an exciting and inspirational event for us as the 

United Church of Christ.   ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND!!  More details @ ucc.org 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Upcoming UCC Annual Meeting…. 
Looking ahead – June 10-12, 2016  Central Atlantic Annual Meeting, University of Delaware, Newark, 

DE.    More information @ CACUCC.org/annual meeting 

 

''Jesus Is Loose!'' 
The Resurrection of the Lord 

 

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning,  

while it was still dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb. - John 20:1 
 

The teacher showed her first graders a picture of the empty tomb with the stone rolled back. "What does 

Jesus' resurrection mean?" she asked. One little boy was quick to answer: "It means Jesus is loose!" 
 

Yes, Easter does mean Jesus is loose. He is unbound, released, set free. This means he can show up any-

where and anytime in our lives as he did to those early disciples. He can come into our lives looking like a 

gardener or as a stranger who joins us as we walk along the road. Jesus can show up as a cashier in the gro-

cery store, the young man who changes the oil in our car, a coworker at the office, our doctor, a good 

friend or even our spouse, child or grandchild.  
 

Jesus is loose. Be on the lookout for him today. You may even find him looking back at you in your bath-

room mirror. 
 

Jesus, help me to find you in the people I meet today. Help me to be you for the people I meet today.   
 

- Sr. Melannie Svoboda, S.N.D.   
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365 Day Penny Challenge…. 
 

"Please don't forget our 365 Day Penny Challenge is still going on... 

Please contribute as you are able to this fun project to help support our ministries and out-

reach mission for our children and youth and the entire congregation and community.   

Containers will remain in the narthex and at coffee hour each week for the remainder of this 

calendar year!! Let's see how much we can share!"   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Statement of Faith  
by Ann Weems 

 

We believe in God, in Jesus Christ, in the Holy Spirit, and in you and in me. 

We believe the Holy Spirit has freed us to worship as a community. 

We believe the Holy Spirit works through 

 balloons and ministers 

 daisies and wiggly children 

 clanging cymbals and silence 

 drama and the unexpected 

 choirs and banners 

 touching and praying 

 spontaneity and planning 

 faith and doubt 

 tears and laughter 

 leading and supporting 

 hugging and kneeling 

 dancing and stillness 

 applauding and giving 

 creativity and plodding 

 words and listening 

 holding and letting go 

 thank you and help me 

 Scripture and alleluias 

 agonizing and celebrating 

 accepting and caring 

 through you and through me 

 through Love. 

We believe God's Holy Spirit lives in this community of dancing, hand-holding people where lines of age 

and politics and lifestyles are crossed. 

We believe in praising God for Life. We believe in responding to God's grace and love and justice for all 

people.  We believe in the poetry within each of us.  We believe in dreams and visions.  We believe in old 

people running and children leading. 

We believe in the Kingdom of God within us.  We believe in Love! 

 

Contributed by Rev. Lauri Craig 
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Our Father’s World 

 
The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell within.  Psalm 24:1 

 

Our stewardship of the beautiful world God gave us, and our care for the people in it, express our 

reverence for God and is grounded in two biblical principles. 

 

First, the earth belongs to God (Ps.24:1-2). The psalmist praised the Lord for His creation and His 

ownership of it.  The heavens, the earth, and all that are in it are His.  He created it, He is sovereign 

over it (93:1-2), and He cares for it (Matt. 6:26-30).  Second, God delegated the responsibility for the 

well-being of His earth to us (Gen.1:26-28).  This includes appreciation of and care for both nature 

(Lev. 25:2-5, 11; Prov. 12:10) and people (Rom. 15:2).  

 

This is our Father’s world.  Let’s show Him how much we love Him by respecting it and caring for 

the people who populate it. 

 
 

Marvin Williams, Our Daily Bread 

 
 

Earth Day, Tuesday, April 22, 2016 

And Every Day! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


