
March 2017

Dear family of faith, 

Grace and peace to one and all as we begin our 2nd season of Lent as Pastor and congregation! First, I 

want to thank you for your generous Christmas gift! I was surprised and am truly humbled to receive it!

Thank you from the bottom of my heart! 

Second, I want to invite you all to participate as fully as possible during the upcoming season of Lent. 

Lent is the time of preparation and prayer as we prepare for the day of Resurrection we call Easter 

Sunday. Our Ash Wednesday service will be held at 7:30 pm on March 1st in the sanctuary. Those who 

wish will gather at 6 pm for a potluck supper in Fellowship Hall. Please bring whatever you’d like to 

share and we will gather for food and fellowship before our service. This year, there will be more 

opportunities to worship, learn and pray together. On Wednesday evenings March 15, March 29 and 

April 5 we will gather at 7:15 pm for Bible study discussions and/or different styles of worship 

services. We will meet in the lounge or the sanctuary. On Sunday March 5, March19 and April 2 we 

will gather during coffee hour for conversation and study. My prayer is that these opportunities will 

nurture each of us to grow in our discipleship! Palm Sunday is April 9, Maundy Thursday is April 13, 

and Good Friday is April 14. Special worship services will be held as usual on these dates in 

anticipation and in preparation for Easter Sunday which is April 16th this year. Also, during the season 

of Lent, the Deacons and I are inviting all to begin using our New Pew Bibles during worship. Andrea 

will continue to print in the bulletin the name and verses of each Scripture and the page on which the 

reading can be found in the Pew Bibles in hope that many will begin to use them to follow along with 

the readings. There will be a few large print copies available as well. Please ask if you are confused 

and/or uncomfortable with using the Pew Bibles and help will be available. At the end of Lent, we will 

seek your response to this change. 

Third, as a result of the survey which was created by Leigh and Jeff Gardner that many filled out, we 

are participating in the Refugee Resettlement Program with our sister church in Cresskill and have 

helped to prepare for the arrival of a family of 6 from Syria to come to the USA. What a privilege to be 

helping a family begin their new life among us! We also are looking at a fellowship event or two this 

Spring and perhaps a congregational visit to a Mosque and/or a Synagogue. I am also hoping to work 

with local clergy to create a quarterly or monthly interfaith conversation and/or worship/vigil for peace 

opportunity. Our web page is being updated more frequently with new pictures from our activities and 

articles related to the United Church of Christ and in anticipation of our national church General Synod

to be held in Baltimore, MD in late June, 2017. There is also hope for a church wide “spring clean-up 

day” to be scheduled. 

God is offering us many opportunities to be more intentional in growing our faith and our relationships 

with one another, the community and with the world at large. If you have any ideas, please contact our 

Moderator, Al MacPherson. 

Together we are, can be, and will be, ‘THE CHURCH of Jesus Christ!” 

Blessings and love to all! 

Rev Lauri
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 Budget Actual

YTD Income 186,678 181,318

YTD Expenses 183,275 170,188

YTD Surplus (Deficit) 3,403   11,130

From the Treasurer…

State of the Treasury 
Operating Fund 
as of December 31, 2016

4th Quarter Expenses by Department:

 December 31, 2016

Bank of NJ Checking 2,316 

Schwab One 255,132 

Stonebridge Advisors 237,324

Thomas Partners 111,682

TOTAL 606,454

Assets by Repository:

 Budget Actual

Mission Outreach 9,100 9,000

Church Development 1,400 1,603

Deacons  2,500 1,740

Ministry 54,000 53,820

Children & Youth 12,515 11,373

Music  20,013 19,824

Administration 35,615 35,057

Property Stewards 48,132 37,771

Assets by Fund:
 December 31, 2016

Operating Fund 11,130 

Endowment Fund 16,656 

Memorial Funds 29,123

Dedicated Funds 35,297 

Unrestricted Reserves 514,248

TOTAL 606,454

Our Christmas Elves

Jan Farrington

The growing band of Christmas elves was very busy preparing for Advent this year. First, Doug and Doris 

unearthed the mitten tree and set it up (and “fluffed”* it) in the narthex. Then Doug and Dean set up the tree

in Fellowship Hall. Next, Dean’s wonderful gift of height enabled him to lift down all the decorations so 

that Sabrina and Rachel could haul them up to the sanctuary. Rose and her granddaughters Aedan, Gwen 

and Isabella set up the big tree in the chancel, installing and “fluffing”* each branch, one at a time. They 

also set up the Nativity scene in the narthex and balanced on the pews to hang the garlands. Meanwhile, 

Carol put up the pew decorations and Emma created the Advent wreath. Dottie printed the poinsettia list 

and Anita saw that it was filled in. Rachel, Rev. Lauri and Jan hung the wreaths on the front and back doors.

Dean came back to hang the banners and large wreath in the narthex and also to place the lights on the big 

tree. Jen created all the beautiful Christmas posters and the church family card. Thanks, to, to all who 

contributed to the success of Christmas Is.

De-Christmasing went well as Frank and Jan took down most of the sanctuary decorations and moved the 

remaining flowers to the lounge. Sabrina, Rachel, Frank and Jan dismantled the big tree, “squishing”** 

each branch for storage. The mitten tree and Fellowship Hall tree were also squished, tied and stored. Matt 

stored the boxes up high in the closet and Jeff removed the large wreath in the narthex.

This was all a labor of love as well as fun and shows the depth of our appreciation of the church and the 

season, as well as the willingness of our members and friends to pitch in with help when needed. Many 

thanks to all!!!

*“fluffing”: unbending each twig and branch after being squished for storage

**“squishing”: the opposite of fluffing
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Requests and Information….

Reminder – Hospital Stays:

Federal law restricts the disclosure of patient 

information by hospitals. As a result, the pastor and 

church office may not know that a member of the 

church has been admitted to the hospital. If you are 

hospitalized and would like to notify the pastor, it is 

important that you (or a family member or friend), 

inform the church office as soon as possible at 201-

384-1063. Hospitals can no longer provide this 

information to us.

Please notify the church office when:

You or a family member is sick or in the hospital

When a family member has passed away

You are planning on a meeting or scheduling an

     event, so it can be placed on the Church calendar
You want to arrange for a Baptism or Wedding

Your telephone number or address is changed or if you

     are planning to move, locally or out of town

You feel the Church can help you in any way

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ministry for Children and Youth
Emma Nathanson, Director

Call for Sunday School teachers:

Would you like to get to know the wonderful children

of our church? Volunteer to teach Sunday school once

or twice! Please let Emma know if you would like to 

give it a try. A lesson plan and all handouts/supplies 

are provided. You just bring your enthusiasm!

Call for Altoid tins:

Do you enjoy those curiously strong mints? Emma is 

collecting Altoid (or similar sized) tins for a Sunday 

school craft project.

Heifer International:

MCY has been discussing the possibility of taking a 

trip to Heifer's farm in MA. Wouldn't it be great for 

our children to see some of Heifer's work with their 

own eyes? There will be a list going around soon for 

people to indicate interest in attending. 

Student needed:

If anyone knows a music/voice student who wants to 

gain experience teaching music to VBS students this 

summer, please contact Emma! 

Our Web site: 

If you have good pics or videos, please 

consider sharing them with us for use on our 

website: WWW.HAWORTHUCC.ORG

Removal of names on prayer list:  Please let

us know when you, a loved one or friend

should be removed from the prayer list.  

Your Prayers are Requested for…
Please feel free to call the office

(201-384-1063) 24/7 with any request.

 Jeanne Martin’s sister-in-law, Janet Benning 

Bartholf. She grew up in Haworth.               

 Vince Aiosa who is home after a recent re-

hospitalization.                                                       

 Frank Osmers and Family on the passing of 

Frank’s daughter, Lauren; Hyo-Jung Kim and 

Family, her father, Ok-Sung, passed away; Nancy 

Sierra and Josh, Amber, Deborah and Russ Eike; 

David Leang, a friend of Liz Marcus; SJ, Sowon’s

best friend from college, who has cancer; 

Christine Palmer, Barbara Zahor’s sister; Erica 

and Family, Pam Masey, Tania’s cousin, Dee; 

Gregory Delgado, Sandra DeLorenzo, Marcy 

Baumbach, Tom Meyer, Robert Kanwisher’s 

Family, Ann Arrigo, Bob Duchacek, Dan Taylor.   

 For the Refugee Resettlement Project and the 

families relocating to the USA.                               

 For all victims of abuse, neglect, terrorism, 

weather extremes, pain of any type.                        

 Our country and the world, our military and 

leaders.        

     The 2017-2018 Directory

Please update the personal information you

would like included in the Church Directory. 

If your address, phone number(s), email

address(es) or any other family information

has changed, please phone the church office

any time, day or night, at

201-384-1063 by Friday, March 10th.

 You may also email your changes to

ucchaworth@hotmail.com

Thank you very much.
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VERY LITTLE STORIES 

Once all villagers decided to pray for rain.

On the day of prayer all the people gathered,

but only one boy came with an umbrella.

That's FAITH.

When you throw babies in the air,

they laugh because they know you will catch 

them. That's TRUST.

Every night we go to bed without any assurance 

we will be alive tomorrow but still we set the 

alarms to wake up. That's HOPE.

We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero 

knowledge of the future. That's CONFIDENCE.

We see the world suffering, but still we get 

married and have children. That's LOVE.

On an old man's shirt was written a sentence

'I am not 80 years old; I am sweet 16 with 64 

years of experience.' That's ATTITUDE.
 

Have a happy day and live your life like the six 

stories.

When I was a child, I thought nap time was 

punishment. Now it's like a mini-vacation.

"Good friends are the rare jewels of life. Difficult to 

find and impossible to replace.”
                                                                    

Nominations for the Year 2017

Moderator: Al MacPherson                                    

Vice Moderator: Rita Negron Maslanek                     

Church Clerk: Mary Lou Boyd                      

Treasurer: Jen Chin

Ministry of Deacons (2019):                                      

Jeanne Martin, Frank Osmers, Suzanne Renaud, Jeff 

Gardner

Ministry for Children and Youth:                             

2018: Darlene Wilson                                           

2019: Nancy Sierra, Alexandra Fitzsimons, Kelly 

Braun-Montello

Ministry for Church Development (2019):              

Dean Pavlos, Jeff Gardner, Qin Zhu

Ministry for Mission Outreach and Social Action: 

2018: Liz Marcus                                                  

2019: Tammy Shaw Rodano, Nancy Sierra                 

2020: Rita Negron Maslanek, Alice Marcus

Property Stewards:                                             

2018: Rose Pero, Ann Fay, Dean Pavlos, Matt 

Quayle, Jan Farrington, Frank Osmers                 

2020: Joe Baldacci

Leadership Team Members-at-Large (2018):    

Carol Stegall, Rose Pero

Nomination Committee (2018):                          

Alice Marcus, Carol Stegall

                           A Thank You Received
The ladies of the Lunch Bunch 
(formally & more dignifyingly  
known as “The Friday Group”)  
received this postcard thanking  
us for the hundreds and hundreds 
of grocery coupons that we 
continue to clip and ship to our 
Military families overseas. It’s  
so nice to know our efforts  
are appreciated.

From Kim Gordon, US Air Force wife...
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M a r c h  2017 First Congregational UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST

FH:  Eleanor Norton Fellowship Hall (downstairs);   LG: Lounge (upstairs);   OFF:  O�ce;   K:  Kitchen

10:30 am     Worship Service 
** Leadership Team MEETING  

following Worship** 

1:00 -6 pm    Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

1:00 -6 pm    Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

1:00 -6 pm    Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

1:00 -6 pm    Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

7:30 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting 
(Lounge)

7:30 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting 
(Lounge)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

7:30 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting 
(Lounge)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

7:30 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting 
(Lounge)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (OFFICE) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

12 Noon
Parkinsons’ Group  (FH)

10:30 am
Music Together  (LG)

10:30 am
Music Together  (LG)

10:30 am
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 am
Music Together  (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

8 pm 
Toastmasters (Lounge)

8 pm 
Toastmasters (Lounge)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

7:30 pm AA 

7:30 pm AA 

7:30 pm AA (FH)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

10:30 am & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 am & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

[Women’s Fellowship 
canceled]

10:30 am & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 am & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 am & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

10:30 am & 4 pm 
Music Together  (FH)

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

12 Noon – 3 pm 
AU Monthly Meeting~Luncheon (FH)  
10:30 am & 4 pm 
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 am & 4 pm 
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 am & 4 pm 
Music Together  (FH)
7:15 pm 
Church Development  
Meeting w/Schwab  (LG)

10:30 am & 4 pm 
Music Together  (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

10:30 am  Worship Service

10:30 am    Worship Service 
Communion ~ ** MOSA meeting

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

7 pm
BIBLE Study Group (LG)

7 pm
BIBLE Study Group (LG)

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

10:30 am   Worship Service

Church-Wide  
Planning Session  

9:30 am

Sunday Worship &  
CHURCH SCHOOL* ~ 10:30 am

ALL ARE WELCOME and invited to  
share coffee & fellowship downstairs  

in Fellowship Hall afterward.
* Child care available.  No church school summer months;  resumes September.  

Choir Rehearsals:  9:15 am Sundays ONLY September–June

6:30 pm
Ash Wednesday POTLUCK followed 
by 7:30 pm worship

NOON: 
Haworth SENIORS (FH)

Heifer International’s Fill The Ark  
Offering LAUNCH

Saint Patrick’s Day

7 am –  5 pm 
Woman’s Club  
Achievement Day (Entire Church)

6:00 pm ~ Soup Supper  & 
Special Worship (FH) 

7:15 pm   Special Worship 
Experience (FH) 

Coffeehour Conversation (FH) 

Coffeehour Conversation (FH) 

23rd, 24th, 25th: New Milford 
HS Musical (SHREK) featuring the 
Wilson Girls!

3rd, 4th, 5th:  Northern Valley 
Demarest HS Musical (25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee) 
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