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“Summertime….and the living is easy….fish are jumping….and the cotton is high…” 

 
Grace and peace to one and all this HOT August day!   
 
I‘m not sure about all of you, but I know for some of us, this has not been an ‗easy‘ summer.  The hot hu-
mid and oppressive weather, frighteningly close thunder and lightning storms, flooding in the south, the out 
of control forest fires in the Western US, many with illnesses and health concerns, family and work difficul-
ties, several sudden deaths of so many loved ones and friends, shootings and lootings, and the constant dis-
tressing political climate of hatred and distrust that is rampant in this country as well.  None of these make 
‗living easy!‘ 
 
Yet in the midst of turmoil and distress, we have continued to pray together, sing praise to God together, 
laugh and cry together and be lifted in hope and joy through our worship and fellowship times.  It has been 
fun to learn of and sing some favorite hymns too.  Some have been able to ‗get away‘ to truly renew and 
rejuvenate their spirits and souls.  I pray that each of us has had some moments at the least of relaxation and 
reflection.  This has been an exciting and a difficult year for many and we all need to ‗get away to pray‘ on 
a regular basis. 
 
And here it is almost September! Children and teachers are preparing to return to their routine and it‘s time 
for us to do the same.  Labor Day Sunday will be our last 10 am worship and we will celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Holy Communion.  September 11 we resume our normal worship time of 10:30 am as we  
welcome our first responders and our children and families to worship and for the homemade cookies and 
ice cream social!  Our Mayor will also attend and be a part of our special worship service.  Please be sure to 
come and give thanks for the service of our fire, police and ambulance corps members as we remember the 
15th anniversary of 9/11.  Please see the invitation included in this newsletter and be sure to share the infor-
mation with family and friends and on social media.  All are welcome! 
 
You will also find information about a new book club that Rita and friends are forming in September on 
another page and also in October we hope to begin with some ―coffee hour conversations‖ once a month.  
And if you have not yet ordered your Pew Bible by contacting Andrea, please do so as soon as possible so 
that we can dedicate them and begin using them in the fall.  And as always, if you prefer a different version 
of the Bible, feel free to bring along your own translation to follow the Scripture readings each week. 
 
I‘m looking forward to seeing everyone again soon and pray for a safe and happy end of the summer for all!  
Please remember, I‘m only ‗one call away‘ or email or text!  Let‘s continue to strengthen the ‗ties that bind 
us‖ as we encourage, love and become better disciples of Jesus Christ! 
 
In faith, 
 
Rev Lauri 
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Reward 
Al MacPherson, Moderator 

 
Reward is probably the easiest concept to grasp here. It relates back to one of the most basic behaviors that 
we as human beings have ever learned through Positive Reinforcement. When we perform good deeds,  
exhibit acts of kindness, learn our lessons, we are rewarded. The rewards are not always immediate, in fact,  
often times they are not. It may take life‘s lessons learned before we can realize that we have been rewarded 
for acts throughout our lives. 
 
The rewards of the kingdom are no different. Feeling good about yourself for being a good and faithful stew-
ard of God is a small reward and not the one I‘m talking about. The real reward will come when we enter His 
Kingdom. In Matthew 25: 21 he states, “Well done good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful 
with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!” 
Peele states, ―As Christians of the 21st century, we need to embrace this larger biblical view of stewardship, 
which goes beyond church budgets or building projects, though important, it connects everything we do with 
what God is doing in the world.‖ 
 
Being good stewards is a goal that may seem like an impossible mission. I don‘t believe for one second that 
there is even one among us who could possibly attain the title of good steward, but I believe the key is in first 
knowing what God expects of us in this role and doing what we can to get as close to the goal as possible. 
Paul wrote in Colossians 3: 23-24: “Whatever you do work at it with all your heart as working for the 
Lord, not for men, for you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is 
the Lord Christ you are serving.” 
 

WE WANT YOUR DOUGH!  
 

Cookie dough, that is! The Ministry for Children and Youth is requesting donations of cookie dough - store 
bought or home made - for a very special cookie baking project. Our children and youth will be presenting the 
baked cookies to local emergency personnel and first responders at our 9/11 memorial service on Sunday, 
September 11th. We will be baking the cookies on Saturday morning, September 10th so donations will need 
to be brought in any time before that and stored in the refrigerator or freezer as appropriate. Please label the 
dough with your name and for home made dough, please label type of dough and any important considera-
tions (e.g., "contains nuts", etc.).  
 
If you are interested in donating cookie dough, or helping to bake the cookies, please look for the sign up 
sheets in Fellowship Hall and make a commitment to give us your dough!  THANK YOU! 
 

'Hidden Kindness'  
For steadfast is his kindness toward us... - Psalm 117:2  

Even when life appears most bleak, I can almost always discover a kindness within it. I've learned that find-
ing kindness takes prayerful practice. Otherwise, I miss what's there. To help with this detection, I've devel-
oped an evening prayer that includes looking back over my day for a piece of kindness, something of beauty 
and goodness that slipped in between the busyness. If I listed these "findings," they would include such 
things as the look of contentment on a stranger's face, being welcomed by an eager puppy at a friend's 
door, a green traffic light that kept me from being late, the first flower after a long winter, words of affir-
mation in an e-mail, the sound of happy wrens in an evergreen tree. These are not big, showy items. That is 
the wonder of divine love. All sorts of unnoticed motes of kindness float our way every day, but in the rush 
of life, they glide right past our nonawareness. Perhaps if you look tonight, you will find a kindness hidden 
in your day.   -  Sr. Joyce Rupp, O.S.M.  
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OUR CHURCH'S NEW BOOK GROUP:  
 

You are invited to join a newly-formed Book Group that will allow us to explore issues of faith. The first 
gathering of the Group will be on Friday, September 9th at 7:00 pm in the church lounge.  After that, we will 
meet every other Friday evening.   
  
To get us started, we have selected to read, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism, by Timothy 
Keller.  We will discuss only one chapter at a time during each of our gatherings.  Future books will be se-
lected by the entire group.  Below is an overview of, The Reason for God... The book is available in local 
libraries, at bookstores and can also be purchased through Amazon.com or other dealers.   
  
"A New York Times bestseller people can believe in—by ―a pioneer of the new urban Christians‖ (Christian 
Today magazine) and the ―C.S. Lewis for the 21st century‖ (Newsweek).   
  
Timothy Keller, the founding pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, addresses the fre-
quent doubts that skeptics and non-believers bring to religion. Using literature, philosophy, anthropology, 
pop culture, and intellectual reasoning, Keller explains how the belief in a Christian God is, in fact, a sound 
and rational one. To true believers he offers a solid platform on which to stand against the backlash toward 
religion spawned by the Age of Skepticism. And to skeptics, atheists, and agnostics he provides a challeng-
ing argument for pursuing the reason for God." 
 
We hope you will join those of us already in the Book Group for what we believe will be interesting and ex-
citing opportunities to share our thoughts as we explore and nurture our faith.   
  
Please call the church office at 201-384-1063 or send email to ucchaworth@verizon.net if you would like to 
join us.   
  
Blessings, 
Rita Negron Maslanek 
Vice Moderator 
 

Save the Dates...Mark your Calendars!!! 
 
On September 24th, we plan to be a presence for the Haworth 5K race and events.  (See the ar-
ticle from Leigh Barker who is willing to spearhead our participation.)  It is also a 'mini'  
alternative to VBS where we hope to have activities for children and their families to intro-
duce them to our church and Sunday School and invite them to join us on Sundays!!  We still 
have our lemonade that was not used for Memorial Day so we'll be offering that and maybe 
water, too, to runners and walkers!  Hope that many can be a part of this new and innovative 
way to support our community and families!!   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
And, Women’s Fellowship Meeting ~ Thursday, September 8th, 11:45am 

 
President of the Month: Jen Chin 

Opening Luncheon: Bring a sandwich. Dessert will be served by Carol Stegall 
Program: Catch up time. School kit assignments for CWS will be distributed 

Devotional: Carol Stegall 
Attend a new year of meetings and fellowship!  
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September Birthdays!                       
  8 – Jennifer Young            24 – Garett Pearce                
11 – Clive Pearce                 28 – Gail Roncevic 
14 – Barbara Weingarden    30 – Tania Gilpatrick 
If your birthday hasn‘t been included, please email 

it to (ucchaworth@verizon.net)  
or phone it in (201-384-1063).  Thanks!   

 
 

TEACHERS NEEDED! 
 
Are you interested in teaching Sunday School?   

We are in need of a few volunteers! 
 
Teaching is a fun and rewarding way to get to 
know our young people.  We have a pre-k through 
1st grade group and a 3-6th grade group that meet 
during the church service.  Lesson plans and mate-
rials are provided for you.  You can volunteer as 
much as once a month or as little as once a year. 
Talk to Emma Nathanson if you are interested.   
 
We also have an awesome group of teens that 
would love to work with you.  If you have a 
skill, talent, or interest (meditation, music, history, 
dance, ANYTHING) that you would like to share 
with the Youth Group, let Emma Nathanson 
know.   
 

 
Project 9/24 -  

UCC Haworth Community Outreach 
 
In order to have the presence of the UCC of Ha-
worth as a vital, vibrant community be evident in 
our local communities, the UCC of Haworth is or-
ganizing special efforts to support the Haworth 5k 
and Demarest Day on September 24, 2016.  
 
In advance of the Haworth 5k, we need to sign up 
as many church members as possible to walk or 
run. https://runsignup.com/Race/NJ/Haworth/
Haworth5KRunWalk.  There is a fun run of just a 
mile for children and a 5k for adults.  Strollers are 
welcome for the 5k.  We will pre-Order T-shirts 
for anyone in the church, race participant or not, to 
wear on race day or for other church events.  
Please contact Leigh Barker  
lbarker122@gmail.com with your preferred  
T-shirt sizes for your family.                        
                                                                     (cont‘d) 
 

 
 
 

 

On race day, we will meet at the church at 8:15am for 
a pre-race prayer and stretching for the free Kids Fun 
Run. At 8:45am we will cheer on the children 8 and 
under who participate in the fun run, wearing their 
UCC shirts.  At 9:30 am is the 5k Race/Walk for all 
ages. UCC congregants may run or walk or cheer on 
the sidelines in our UCC shirts. This would be a great 
opportunity for non-runners/walkers to serve lemon-
ade on the lawn, since we missed out on that Memo-
rial Day activity due to inclement weather. We could 
use a volunteer to lead the lemonade service. The 
awards ceremony is at 10:30am.  Church members 
are encouraged to stay to cheer and congratulate any 
members who earn awards at the races. 
 
In addition to the Haworth 5k, the UCC of Haworth 
will sponsor a children‘s activity at Demarest Day on 
the afternoon of 9/24 at the Duck Pond in Demarest.  
Our name will be posted at the activity.  Church bro-
chures can be made available to those who stop by 
the booth.   
 

New Pew Bibles…Last Chance! 
 
Our church will be replacing our pew Bibles with the 
New Revised Standard Version. We have found 
many to be missing, written in or having torn pages. 
If anyone would like to dedicate a Bible for the cost 
of $13.50, please let Andrea or Al MacPherson know 
immediately. Thanks! 
 

 

Have A Favorite Hymn??? 
 
Would you happen to have a favorite hymn(s) you 
would like to sing, along with the congregation, dur-
ing a worship service?  If you do, please fill in the 
sign-up sheet which is on the table in Fellowship 
Hall. Pastor Lauri and Olga will be very happy to 
share the hymn(s) and memories with you! 
 
 
 

Monday 
September 5, 2016 

(office closed) 
 

Enjoy your day off! 
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 Your Prayers are Requested for… 
  The Reindeau Family; friends of Nancy Sierra and Joe 
Baldacci. 
  Alice, Todd, and Christopher Marcus on the passing 
of Murad Marcus. 
 SJ, Sowon‘s best friend from college, who is suffering 
from cancer.  
 Christine Palmer, Barbara Zahor‘s sister; Sabino Ro-
dano, Rev. Shirley for healing; Erica and Family, Rita and 
Family, the Saracino Family, Anita‘s son, Eric; Jane Wal-
dron and Family, friends of Lauri; Pam Masey, Tania‘s 
cousin;  Dee, Lauren Babroski, life-time friends of Rev. 
Lauri; Gregory  Delgado, Sandra DeLorenzo, Marcy 
Baumbach, Bob Robertson, Tom Meyer, Robert Kan-
wisher‘s Family, Ann Arrigo, Bob Duchacek, Dan Taylor.  
  For victims and families of terrorism, weather ex-

tremes, pain of any type. 
    For peace in our country and around the world, our 

military and leaders.         

Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063) 
24/7 with any request. 

 
 
 

Your financial statement. 

 

With our sincere sympathy  
 
John Deckenback, Conference 
Minister of the CAD passed 
away suddenly on July 19.  We 
extend our sympathy and prayers 
to his wife, Rev. Carolyn Roberts 
and family.   
 
The Rev. Sheldon Culver will be Acting Confer-
ence Minister and will be during the time the Con-
ference Board of Directors conducts a search for 
the Interim Conference Minister.  
 
The Rev. Culver retired as Conference Minister of 
the Illinois South Conference and co-authored the-
book Steeplejacking with John Dohauer.   
 
The Rev. Culver began her job on August 22.  

 Budget Actual

YTD Income 93,342 93,929

YTD Expenses 92,940 86,913

YTD Surplus (Deficit) 402   7,016

From the Treasurer…

State of the Treasury  
as of June 30, 2016

2nd Quarter Expenses by Department:

 June 30, 2016

Bank of NJ Checking 5,323 

Schwab One 256,487 

Stonebridge Advisors 248,383

Thomas Partners 107,809

TOTAL 618,002

Assets by Repository:

 Budget Actual

Mission Outreach 4,548 4,000

Church Development 576 140

Deacons  1,296 809

Ministry 27,000 27,035

Children & Youth 7,638 5,770

Music  10,008 9,877

Administration 17,808 18,151

Property Stewards 24,066 21,131

Assets by Fund:
 June 30, 2016

Operating Fund 7,016 

Endowment Fund 16,656 

Memorial Funds 40,497

Dedicated Funds 25,053 

Unrestricted Reserves 528,756

TOTAL 618,002
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Dear families, 

Below you will find the lesson topics for the first few months of Sunday school.  I hope you find it helpful!  
Both Sunday school classrooms will study the same topics, but activities will be selected according to the 
children’s ages and abilities.  Most of the following information is from Shine: Living in God’s Light. Both 
classrooms will use the Shine On:  A Story Bible with their lessons this year.  

Date Scripture Purpose

9/10  COOKIE BAKING from 9-10:30.  We will work  
     together to make cookies, which we will
     serve to the congregation and to first responders
     in our area.  This is our 9/11 service project.  

9/11 1 Kings 3-11, Solomon’s wisdom and folly To understand the importance of choosing 
     God’s wisdom

9/19 1 Kings 21, Elijah and Naboth’s vineyard To understand the effects of envy

9/25 Amos 5: 14-24,   Micah 6: 1-8 To learn the importance of walking in God’s ways

10/2 2 Kings 22: 1-23: 30 To encourage faithfulness to God

10/9 2 Kings 24: 18-25: 21 To know God is with us even in hard times

10/16 The book of Job To know God hears us

10/23 Ezekiel 37: 1-14 To hear God’s promise in times of hopelessness
  First day of Operation Christmas Child
      box/information distribution

10/30 Daniel 3 To be inspired by people who were faithful to God

11/6 Daniel 6 To learn about God’s protection

11/13 Ezra 1 To find hope in God’s faithfulness to people
  Operation Christmas Child boxes due

11/20 Ezra 4-6 To worship God joyfully! 

11/27 Nehemiah 8 To understand the importance of reading  
     scripture together

Emma Nathanson
Director of Christian Education
Ministry for Children & Youth
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Carpe Diem 
 

Darlene Wilson 
 

Johnny was the new ―kid‖ on the job. Although he was in his early thirties, he had a youthful spirit about 
him. He was a sharp dresser and more than once I complimented him on his appearance.  From the day he 
started, he was at work early and often the very last to leave.  In the beginning, hastily written notes of self-
encouragement lined his cubicle walls - ―You can ALWAYS do better!‖, ―The opportunity to learn is a 
GIFT!‖, and while with some, it might seem ingratiating, with Johnny, I never doubted that it was com-
pletely genuine. One day, out of the blue, all the self-esteem ―booster notes‖ disappeared. I never knew if 
he was asked to take them down (it was a little unkempt) or if he had achieved the security he needed to 
feel comfortable without the slogans. He shouldn‘t have. Felt comfortable, that is.  
 
When it came time to pay the personnel firm that sent him to us, his manager copied me on an e-mail to 
them. He was unhappy with Johnny, he wasn‘t picking up fast enough, and he did not think he would work 
out. If they would agree to put the payment on hold, Johnny would be given one more chance. If not, he 
would be fired immediately. The personnel firm agreed to wait. A few weeks passed and the manager came 
to me. ―We will be letting Johnny go on Friday.‖ I nodded and tried to avoid eye contact with Johnny for 
the next few days. 
 
As it happened, a company-wide party was being held that Thursday, a special off-site catered event. 
Johnny had gotten an e-mail but had not responded. Perhaps he felt he was too new to be included in the 
festivities. Considering the circumstances, I did not follow up with him to see if he would be attending. 
The situation was just too awkward. Thursday came and most departed for the event while I stayed to fin-
ish up some work. I arrived as the party was well underway and very quickly happened upon Johnny who 
was in spirited conversation with a co-worker.  Poor guy, I thought. Later, I saw Johnny laughing and chat-
ting with some other colleagues. He has no idea, I worried. Next, Johnny was playing badminton, diving 
for shots with gusto. Through the whole party, the smile never left his face. With his imminent fate unbe-
knownst to him, this new ―kid‖ simply enjoyed every moment of that party to the fullest, fully engaged, 
fully present, and without a doubt, one of the crew. 
 
The next day his manager came to me. ―Did you see Johnny at the party?‖ I nodded my head yes. ―Well I 
can‘t let him go now.‖ I nodded again. Johnny – with no guile, with no pretense – had simply become one 
of the family. And you don‘t just let family go. 
 
Six months or so after the party, the manager sent me an e-mail about Johnny. He requested that I put 
through a salary increase. I was happy to be able to do so. I doubt Johnny will ever know how very close 
he came to losing his job. 
 
The whole incident with Johnny showed me the amazing outcome that embracing your world with enthusi-
asm and positivity can have. And it says a lot about connecting too – welcoming opportunities for new en-
counters, taking the time to get to know those who cross your path, for a moment, a day or even for the rest 
of your life.   
 

Opportunities are never lost -  
There will always be someone to take the ones you miss…. so don’t miss them!  


