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Love is not an absence.  Love is a wise, strong, courageous 
presence.  Love bears all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.  Love stands true in the midst of — not outside of — 
trouble and trial and hatred and fear.   LOVE STANDS UP!

Dear family of faith,

As I try to write to you this month, so many images keep popping into 
my mind and heart. Images of beautiful sunshine and blue skies. Images 
of laughter and good food with friends and family. Images of travel to 
new and often familiar places. Images of love and hope. Images of life. 
But, of course, those idyllic images were replaced by the horrible images 
we saw on television and in the papers of hatred, entitlement, supremacy 
and violence that plague our country and our world. Innocent lives lost 
and all of us filled with fear for ‘what’s next?” How can we explain 
these events to our children and grandchildren and yes, to ourselves? 
What can we possibly do to make a difference? 

Thanks to many of you and to our Mayor, local clergy and community 
members and our police, I think we did begin to make a difference.  
We gathered on our front lawn Sunday evening as brothers and sisters, 
many as strangers when we began, but many as friends and neighbors 
before we left. Old acquaintances were renewed and rekindled. We 
were inspired by thoughtful and profound words from Mayor John, 
Rabbi David, Father Bob, Pastor Bo and Rev. David Popham. We lit our 
candles and sang as we brought light into the looming darkness of night. 
We hugged and cried. We gave thanks to God for the gifts of freedom 
and liberty and we shared hopes, laughter (thanks Bo!), and hopefully, 
carried the light of love and the importance of kindness and blessings  
as we made our ways back home. We did not Forget Everything And 
Run — instead we chose to Face Everything And Rise! 

We must remember to choose to respect each other’s integrity 
and dignity. We must continue to choose to welcome all. We must 
choose to speak out and stand up for what is right for all humanity 
and our world. It is not easy. There is no quick fix — but if each 
one of us chooses to remember that ‘we can be kind’ to one another 
each day — if each one of us chooses ‘to affirm one another and 
to magnify our strengths, not our weaknesses’— if each one of us 
prays for peace and unity and chooses to act in one small way to 



“There are not many sides...  
 There is one side.  
 The side of the Love that takes what is broken into Her arms and does not let go.  
 There is one side.  
 The side of the Presence that knows ashes and the way to rise from them.  
 There is one side. 
 The side of the blessing and the belovedness.  
 The side of the One who never forgets His way in the world — 
 And tells us to remember it together.”
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build trust each day — we will begin to see that love always wins and will prevail! 

As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “Every man (woman) must decide whether he (she) will walk in the light 
of creative altruism or in the darkness of destructive selfishness. Life’s most persistent and urgent question is of creative altruism or in the darkness of destructive selfishness. Life’s most persistent and urgent question is of creative altruism or in the darkness of destructive selfishness. Life’
“What are you doing for others?”  

I also share with you the following poem from our UCC.org website written by  UCC.org website written by  UCC.org
Rev. Laura Martin, Rock Spring Congregational Church (From Gift in Open Hands):

PS Many thanks to Jen for the beautiful flyer she created for the Vigil and to Jane for her sound equipment 
and music and to Leigh for publicizing the event too! “There is no ‘I’ in TEAM!” 

Blessings in abundance to all! 
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A Little Music to Welcome  
the Beginning of Fall

Sunday, September 24 • 4:30 pm

Our Choir Director and Organist,  
Dr. Olga Stepanova and musicians from  
our church, as well as several guest 
musicians will be giving a Fall concert  
on Sunday, September 24th at 4:30 pm.  
       We will have a varied program —  
classical, contemporary, instrumental  
and vocal. It’s always fun to see when  
some members of the choir are given  
the opportunity to entertain outside of 
worship, what music they will present. 

Please join us.  
A donation of $10 may be given for  

the Music Fund.

Welcome Sundae Sunday 
BARBECUE

Sunday, September 10 
following 10:30 am Worship

Sunday School starts up again! Choir  
starts up again!  We will celebrate with an all 
out picnic LUNCH. Barbecued hamburgers  
& hotdogs, chips, salads, and dessert too! 

Hope to see you there for our traditional and 
not-so-traditional Welcome Sundae Sunday!

Did you know…

Should you wish to make a donation to the church, 
you may give online through our secure network at 
Squarespace (Stripe). Visit haworthucc.org, scroll all 
the way down to click on “Donation.”
     You can specify any amount. After entering  
your contact information, you can choose your cause, 
contribute in memory of a loved one, or for any other 
reason you might have.

Disclaimer: A very small percentage of your donation is taken out by 
Stripe to cover processing costs.



Sunday School Starts up Again  
September 10th!

Emma Nathanson

We are all ready for another wonderful year of Sunday school! I have a special project We are all ready for another wonderful year of Sunday school! I have a special project W
in mind that I hope the adults in the congregation can help me with. In addition to our 
regular Bible lessons, I would like to teach the children all about different kinds of prayer. 
I hope to discuss and try out many different methods of praying with them this year—
memorized prayers, silent prayers, group prayers, anything. Many of the children are old 
enough now to figure out what style they feel most comfortable using. What do I need 
from you? I would really appreciate it if some of you could take a few moments to write 
down the ways you like to pray.  I will give you an example. When Jeanne Martin was 
teaching Confirmation class, she shared with us one of the things she does to make sure 
that she prays on a regular basis. She told us that when she gets into her car to start her 
day, she always pauses for a few moments to say a prayer—it might be about her friends, 
her family, her day, the world. What do you do? Do you take a few moments before bed? 
When you wake up in the morning? Do you pray silently? Do you have a memorized prayer 
that you like to recite to yourself? I would love to be able to share examples from the adults 
in the congregation each Sunday with the students. I will leave pieces of paper downstairs 
for people to write their prayer routine on for us. Please share, as I know it would mean  
a lot to the students. 
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Operation Overboard – A VBS Success!
A ll hands were on deck from August 1st to 4th at First Congregational UCC 
Haworth’s Vacation Bible School!  While it’s true that there were more volunteers 
this year than campers, it’s also true that it takes a village to mentor two VBS leader 
newbies – Leigh Gardner and Darlene Wilson. With the experience and gentle nudging 
of VBS veteran and graphic designer extraordinaire Jen Chin, UCC Haworth succeeded 

in presenting a visually beautiful and musically vibrant program. 
     Dive Chief, Rev. Lauri, and Ocho the Octopus puppet (with some assistance from  
Rachel Wilson) kicked things off each day and kept things lively. Our VBS campers 
were intrigued and involved, whether they were conducting interesting science 
experiments, creating ocean-themed crafts, learning new songs and dances or listening 
to inspiring mission moments and faith based messages about diving deep into the 

waters of God’s word and discovering what it  
means to have deep faith.

                    Special recognition is deserved by 
our teen volunteers, several of whom 
attended our VBS programs in the 
past. Justine Aiosa, Rachel Wilson  
and Sabrina Wilson from our 
congregation and Joshua Seong and 
Alex Kim from Bridge Fellowship all 
pitched in to help lead our VBS kids. 
Justine’s friend, Andy, was also able  
to join us for part of the time to assist  
with music. It was truly inspiring to 
see the next generation step up to the 

“submarine” and get involved in such a big way!
     Finally, our group of six VBS campers brought exuberance and thoughtfulness that lasted from day one 
all the way through to the well-attended Songfest and Potluck on the final day! Thanks to all who lent their 
time and talents to this fun-filled adventure!  Periscope down — Operation Overboard is over and out!



Todd Marcus Jazz Orchestra  
Fundraiser to Benefit the Center for Food Action 

to be held in December!

This is a fundraiser with historic  
roots in Haworth UCC. Audria 
Morgan, our active promoter for  
the CFA until she died, would gently 
remind us weekly to bring food for 
CFA, “We have so much; they have 
so little”. 

Jan Farrington took up the quote  
as well as the task of getting food to  
the CFA and helping one day a week  
with the distribution in Englewood. 

Al MacPherson provided us with a  
bus (Stuff the Bus project) for many 
years when so many of us loaded 
groceries onto the bus from anyone 
driving by Haworth Avenue with 
groceries to contribute. 

Todd Marcus grew up in this 
church and will bring his 9-piece 
jazz orchestra in concert for a fundraiser to benefit the CFA. Tickets are $30. All of our 
current congregation will be able to help by telling friends directly or via facebook to 
save the date. Andrea will send out an email by mid September to confirm either Friday, 
December 1 or Saturday, Dec 2. It is definite that Todd’s group will be here one of these 
two dates. Jen’s flyer lists Dec 2 but will be changed if the final date is Dec 1.

For tickets visit  instnt.us/TMJO

Benefit for the Center for Food Action

Todd Marcus
Jazz Orchestra
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 • 7:30 PM
First Congregational
UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST
276 Haworth Avenue
Haworth, NJ 07641
201.384.1063
haworthucc.org
toddmarcusjazz.com

TICKETS $30

Page 6 THE SPIRE



Mission Outreach & Social Action Ministry (MOSA)
Rita Negrón Maslanek, Chairperson

Labor Day is fast approaching us which means the end of leisurely summer days. On the other hand,  
it marks the beginning of new adventures and experiences in school, at work, and at church. The return 
of Sunday School enables our children to reconnect with one another while learning about God’s love 
for all. The “new church year” also means an increase in the number of folk in the pews who have been 
away during these lazy, hazy summer days. And, joyfully, the choir will be back!  We’ve missed you 
all; welcome back. 

There are two components to the MOSA Ministry. 
During my 33 years in this church, it has focused  
more on Mission Outreach than Social Action.  
Both are equally important and are inextricably  
linked. I hope that you will join us in serving as 
witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ by participating 
in and supporting issues of peace and justice for all.  

Some people are not clear what social action means.  
A good example was the Ecumenical Peace Vigil held  
at our church lawn on Sunday, August 20th, that 
included clergy from Haworth and beyond. Many people attended the Vigil, which culminated in the 
lighting of candles while Jane Keitel accompanied the crowd on her guitar as we sang, “This Little 
Light of Mine.” It was moving to see the flicker of the flames of about 100 candles held by an equal 
number of attendees whose voices rang high in defiance to the violence, hatred and racism that plagues 
our society. Thank you, Pastor Lauri, for a superb job organizing the Vigil.

I will be letting you know via email about ways in which we can individually, or collectively, make  
a difference in these troubling times. Faith without works is like a piano without keys.  

In other news, the MOSA Ministry will be presenting a jazz concert in our church in December 
featuring Todd Marcus and His Orchestra (see page 6 of this SPIRE issue). This will be a fundraiser  
to benefit our church as well as the Center For Food Action.

Lastly, in October, we will be receiving our Neighbors in Need Offering.This is one of five special 
UCC Offerings that provides relief to persons and groups in need in this country. In the weeks to 
come, the MOSA team will be providing information about this offering during the Mission Moments 
segment of our Sunday worship. 

Always remember, “Together WE can make a difference”.

Other MOSA team members:  Alice Marcus, Liz Marcus, Tammy Shaw-Rodano, and Nancy Sierra
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A Pastoral Letter from the Collegium of Officers  
of the United Church of Christ
August, 15, 2017

Last weekend, a group of white supremacists came to Charlottesville, Virginia, and incited violence to protest the removal 
of a Confederate monument. Although protest is the bedrock of our nation’s democracy, coming in riot gear proves that they 
intended to do more than simply protest.

We, the Council of Conference Ministers and Officers of the United Church of Christ, strongly condemn the acts of violent 
hatred expressed by these white supremacists, Neo-Nazis, and Ku Klux Klan members. Their white robes and burning 
crosses were replaced with polo shirts, khakis, and tiki torches, while their lynching was replaced with a speeding car 
barreling through a group of peaceful protesters with the intention of harming and killing others, which it did. Their vitriolic 
hatred is the same.

We confess that the events of Charlottesville are systemic and communal expressions of white privilege and racism that 
continues to pervade our nation’s spiritual ethos. And if we only condemn the acts of August 12, 2017, without condemning 
the roots of racism, which perpetuate discrimination in our American schools, justice system, business, and healthcare 
systems, then we have sinned as well. We must work toward the Kin-dom of Heaven here on earth now for the sake of a just 
world for all.

We do this by committing to follow the ways of Jesus, who stood with the oppressed, spoke out against political and 
religious powers, and courageously embodied a just world for all as he sought to create it. Today, we must follow the ways 
of Jesus in addressing the hatred of white supremacists and racists among us.

Our local UCC churches must be true solidarity partners with those who march in the streets. Our UCC churches are 
encouraged to move from the sanctuary and walk alongside other clergy and community leaders who seek to resist, agitate, 
inform, and comfort. We must resist hatred and violence. We must also agitate ourselves and our neighbors to acknowledge 
any racism within or among us. We must inform ourselves and our neighbors what our sacred stories reveal to us of a just 
world for all. We must lament and grieve with those who are injured or murdered during violent confrontations with those 
who mean us harm. And we must comfort those who have been discriminated against with the transformative love of God.

As we go forward, let us model the legacy of  
activism through our sacred call given to us by our 
UCC ancestors: May we be prophetic truth-tellers  
like our Congregational Christian forebears, who 
marched in public squares demanding equality for  
all. May we serve others, and remain faithful 
witnesses like our Evangelical and Reformed 
forebears, who tended to the needs of the forgotten. 
And may we be courageous like our non-UCC 
forebears, who left their spiritual home and joined  
the UCC in order to fully live out who God created 
them to be. 

In the days to come, may God’s truth, mission,  
and courage be our guide to embodying the  
Kin-dom of Heaven here on earth.
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Your prayers are requested for…

> Rose Pero, Lee Benjamin, Anne McCullaugh, Tania Grady, former 
members Barbara and Myles (hospice care at home) Walburn;  
Patty Teagno, a dear friend of Rose Pero’s who is battling myeloma; 
Jeanne Martin’s sister-in-law, Janet Benning Bartholf, who grew up 
in Haworth; Vince Aiosa, Frank Osmers and Family on the passing 
of Frank’s daughter, Lauren; Josh Eike, David Leang, a friend of Liz 
Marcus; SJ, Sowon’s best friend from college who has cancer; Erica 
and Family, Pam Masey; Tania’s cousin, Dee; Gregory Delgado, 
Sandra DeLorenzo, Tom Meyer, Robert Kanwisher’s Family, 
Ann Arrigo, Bob Duchacek, Dan Taylor

> All victims of abuse, neglect, terrorism, weather extremes, any pain 

> The Refugee Resettlement Project and the families relocating to the USA

>  Peace in our country and around the world, our military and leaders 

Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063) 24/7 with any request.

Please notify the church office when:

]  You or a family member is sick or in the hospital

]  When a family member has passed away

]  You are planning a meeting or scheduling  
an event, so it can be placed on the Church  
calendar

]  You want to arrange for a Baptism or Wedding

]  Your telephone number or address has changed  
or you will be moving, locally or out of town

]  You feel the Church can help you in any way

Reminder   —  Hospital Stays
Federal law restricts the disclosure of patient 
information by hospitals. As a result, the pastor  
and church office may not know that a member 
of the church has been admitted to the hospital.  
If you are hospitalized and would like to notify  
the pastor, it is important that you (or a family 
member or friend), inform the church office as 
soon as possible at 201-384-1063. Hospitals 
can no longer provide this information to us.



The purpose of Women’s Fellowship…
To unite the women of the Parish in a fellowship of worship, 
education, service, care for each other, and giving to 
advance the life of Jesus Christ in the community and 
throughout the work of the Church.

What we do…
Though we are few in number, a handful of us continue  
to meet the first Thursday of each month, September through 
June. Our programs include two Mark Wright & Friends 
performances (October & November), an inspirational 
program, a Communion Brunch at Easter, and a Haworth 
School Chorus Christmas performance in December. We 
depend on once-a-year donations from very generous church 
members. Throughout the year, we assemble School Kits 
and Health Kits for Church World Service, clip & ship 
grocery coupons for the military overseas, and knit/crochet 
lap blankets for Veterans and others in need.  Last year, we 
provided the pink vinyl tablecloths which adorn our rather 
ugly Fellowship Hall tables! 

Opening Luncheon 
Thursday, September 7 
11:45 am

All are welcome to attend!  
Bring a small salad  (instead of  
the usual sandwich) to share.  
Dessert will be provided. 

We will catch up with each other  
after the summer and discuss  
2017-18 upcoming plans.

Fellowship

School and Health Kits as well as knitted blankets are sent to Church World Service by our Women’s Fellowship ladies.

More than 13,000 children in Syria received 
CWS School Kits in the first half of 2017.   
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

276 HAWORTH AVE., HAWORTH, NJ 07641
201.384.1063      www.haworthucc.org

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
September 2017
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Communion will be held on Sunday, September 3rd,  
(Labor Day Weekend)  beginning at 10 am .

On Sunday, September 10th,
Worship resumes at 10:30 am.




