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II’I m still new to you all, so in order to get better acquainted let me tell you something about myself. I m still new to you all, so in order to get better acquainted let me tell you something about myself. I
I am very clever, sophisticated, creative, charming, funny, really smart, very spiritually grounded, 

fully integrated through years of therapy. I am a wonderful friend, a loving relative and essentially the 
most amazing, blessed and gifted human being you’ll meet this week.

Something else: I am a total narcissist, completely needy, and always have to be the center of 
attention. My spiritual practice is undisciplined and erratic. I am essentially lazy, driven by the basest 
impulses, given to prevarication and exaggeration. I live in a state of denial and self-centeredness, I’m 
shallow and superficial, and I’m truly eager to have someone — anyone — step up and take care of me.

So now you know me.  Well, not really.  
But in all honesty, like you I am a broken vessel, and have to work very intentionally  

to embrace that brokenness in order to be whom I am meant to be.
Is it any wonder that we see ourselves as broken? We live in a broken world: broken relations, 

broken hearts, broken trusts and treaties, broken homes, broken buildings and communities.
I’m not speaking here about impermanence or I’m not speaking here about impermanence or wabi sabi — the Japanese aesthetic that finds great — the Japanese aesthetic that finds great 

and organic beauty in the cracked, decomposing, imperfect truth in all that is. I’m talking about the 
corruption of violence:  we see a world filled with images of and the glorification of violence. We live in 
a society that is in essence an armed camp. We live in an Empire that has embraced the warped values 
of self-centeredness, of success built upon the misery of others — in other words the divine values of 
compassion and love turned completely upside down, a culture of priorities so askew that of course we 
tremble. 

But we must remember that we have a wonderful abundance of gifts to deal with all of this:  we are 
loved. We are connected. We belong. We are blessed to be a pure part of That Which Is Eternal, infinite and 
universal. We have all that we need to bring true healing, true Tikkun, true Salaam, to heal our brokenness 
and that of those we encounter and the world we live in and the planet upon which we walk. Because we 
are God’s beloved, we are always poised for healing.

We are broken, but we are whole. We are complete and we are perfect. We are home. We are part 
and parcel of God’s good Creation!

May we remember that our true existence and our best security are embedded within us 
more deeply than suffering — or brokenness — can reach. 

May it be so!

Embracing Our Brokenness

shallow and superficial, and I’m truly eager to have someone — anyone — step up and take care of me.

But in all honesty, like you I am a broken vessel, and have to work very intentionally  

— Reverend Jack Cuffari
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Broken
things can become

blessed things

if you let God

do the mending.

Editor’s NOTE:

If you plan to submit something to the 
monthly SPIRE, please inform Jen Chin 
as soon as possible that you will do so. 
I can manage your finished contribution 
any time during the last few days of the 
month, but do need to know in advance 
that you’ll be submitting something. 
Also, any and all comments and 
suggestions as to SPIRE content are 
greatly welcomed!

SPIRE Delivery

In order to save the church costly 
printing, postage, and labeling, the 
church Leadership Team has decided 
to snail mail ONLY to those on the 
recipient list who either don’t have 
email or otherwise require a hard 
copy of the SPIRE newsletter. SPIRE 
issues will continue to be available 
for viewing and/or download on the 
church website haworthucc.org 
as always. If you wish to receive the 
SPIRE as hard copy only, please notify 
our church Administrator, Andrea 
McWhirr by calling 20l.384.1063.

Legends say that hummingbirds float free of time, carrying our hopes for 
love, joy and celebration. The hummingbird’s delicate grace reminds us 
that life is rich, beauty is everywhere, every personal connection has meaning, 
and that laughter is life’s sweetest creation.
— anonymous



Playgroup has started up again!

Playgroup started up again Wednesday, September 26 

with Miss Rose and Miss Jen missing some old Moms, 

but meeting some newcomers who, amazingly, arrived 

despite all the ongoing Haworth roadblocks whilst they 

pave what seems like every access road in town.

All are welcome to attend!  All are welcome to attend!  A
Bring a sandwich to share. Dessert  

will be provided.

Mark Wright and his friends, John and Barbara from England, will 
entertain us in their always wonderful way: Mark on piano; John on 

banjo. Everyone should come for a Guaranteed GOOD TIME!

Thursday, October 4 
11:45 am

FellowshipFellowshipFellowshipFellowshipFellowship
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Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that  
supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN 
funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry. Two-thirds of this offering is used by the  
UCC Justice and Witness Ministries to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts,  
and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC 
churches and organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects 
whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address 
systemic injustice. This year, special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving 
our immigrant neighbors and communities. Most UCC congregations will receive the NIN offering  
as part of their World Communion Sunday observance, which this year falls on Sunday,  
October 7th. However, we will be receiving the offering on Sunday, October 21.

When some people hear the word, immigrants, they immediately think, “illegals,” which I find 
offensive. Offensive because no child of God, no human being, is ever either legal or illegal; not 
you, not me, not the Russian or Greek who overstays his or her visitor’s visa, nor the Salvadorian 
single mother who enters our country by evading border patrol. The correct designation is 
“undocumented immigrant.” But whether an immigrant enters this country legally or illegally 
should not be a determining factor in providing humanitarian aid when they are suffering 
from homelessness, hunger, illness, physical abuse or other forms of suffering. It is a fact that 
most people would rather stay in their country of birth unless they are victims of persecution, 
joblessness, homelessness or fear for their lives at the hands of their government or other 
criminals. All of us in this place, are either immigrants or descendants of immigrants.

Love your neighbor as yourself is a pretty tall order, but it is what God expects from us. Jesus  
does not differentiate between the neighbor you know and the stranger. Jesus’ radical love for  
all, and what is expected from us, is found in Matthew 25:  for I was hungry and you gave Me  
food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and 
you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me…Assuredly  
I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me. 

What a blessing it is for us to be able to respond to Jesus’ call to help our Neighbors in Need. Help 
us, Creator God, to see you in one another. Please give on October 21, or any time before or after if 
you will not be at church on the 21st. Please write NIN on the memo line of your check, or if giving 
cash, please use the NIN offering envelope found in the pews. Thank you for your generosity.

Neighbors In Need  
Special Offering
October 21, 2018
Rita Negrón Maslanek
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“A Delicious and Delightfulfiinner!”
On Friday evening, September 28th, a long-planned “Pre-Haworth 5K Pasta Dinner” took place in 
Fellowship Hall with 40 people in attendance. Many thanks to all who worked and all who attended 
the fun event! Since the fundraiser was his idea, Dean Pavlos had been working for months prior to 
organize, promote, and enlist a support crew of shoppers, cooks, and servers to pull off the event. In 
addition, he became the primary reason the dinner was praised as wonderfully delicious by all who 
attended for he, alone, displayed his culinary skills, having stood at the stove for almost four hours 
preparing the sauces. Now we’re not sure if he’ll ever take on such an effort again — the dinner was a  
lot of work and a huge undertaking — but we’re now talking about using his recipes to prepare and 
bottle his sauces to SELL as an additional fundraising effort! One thing leads to another and so it goes…
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The Tablecloth 
…things happen for a reason

Beautiful story… makes you understand that things happen for  
a reason. The brand new pastor and his wife, newly assigned 
to their first ministry, to reopen a church in suburban Brooklyn , 
arrived in early October excited about their opportunities. When 
they saw their church, it was very run down and needed much 
work. They set a goal to have everything done in time to have their 
first service on Christmas Eve. They worked hard, repairing pews, 

plastering walls, painting, etc, and on December 18 were ahead of schedule and just about finished.  
On December 19 a terrible tempest — a driving rainstorm hit the area and lasted for two days. 
 On the 21st, the pastor went over to the church. His heart sank when he saw that the roof had leaked, 
causing a large area of plaster about 20 feet by 8 feet to fall off the front wall of the sanctuary just behind  
the pulpit, beginning about head high. 
 The pastor cleaned up the mess on the floor, and not knowing what else to do but postpone the 
Christmas Eve service, headed home. On the way he noticed that a local business was having a flea market 
type sale for charity, so he stopped in. One of the items was a beautiful, handmade, ivory colored, crocheted 
tablecloth with exquisite work, fine colors and a Cross embroidered right in the center. It was just the right  
size to cover the hole in the front wall. He bought it and headed back to the church.
 By this time it had started to snow. An older woman running from the opposite direction was  
trying to catch the bus. She missed it. The pastor invited her to wait in the warm church for the next bus  
45 minutes later. 
 She sat in a pew and paid no attention to the pastor while he got a ladder, hangers, etc., to put up  
the tablecloth as a wall tapestry. The pastor could hardly believe how beautiful it looked and it covered up 
the entire problem area. Then he noticed the woman walking down the center aisle. Her face was like a sheet. 
“Pastor,” she asked, “where did you get that tablecloth?” The pastor explained. The woman asked him to check 
the lower right corner to see if the initials, EBG were crocheted into it there. They were. These were the initials 
of the woman, and she had made this tablecloth 35 years before, in Austria.
 The woman could hardly believe it as the pastor told how he had just gotten “The Tablecloth”. The 
woman explained that before the war she and her husband were well-to-do people in Austria . When the 
Nazis came, she was forced to leave. Her husband was going to follow her the next week. He was captured, 
sent to prison and she never saw her husband or her home again. 
 The pastor wanted to give her the tablecloth; but she made the pastor keep it for the church. The 
pastor insisted on driving her home. That was the least he could do. She lived on the other side of Staten 
Island and was only in Brooklyn for the day for a housecleaning job.
 What a wonderful service they had on Christmas Eve. The church was almost full. The music and the 
spirit were great. At the end of the service, the pastor and his wife greeted everyone at the door and many 
said that they would return.

Story continues on next page…
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One older man, whom the pastor recognized from the neighborhood continued to sit in one of the pews and 
stare, and the pastor wondered why he wasn’t leaving. The man asked him where he got the tablecloth on the 
front wall because it was identical to one that his wife had made years ago when they lived in Austria before 
the war and how could there be two tablecloths so much alike? He told the pastor how the Nazis came, how he 
forced his wife to flee for her safety and he was supposed to follow her, but he was arrested and put in a prison.  
He never saw his wife or his home again all the 35 years between. 
 The pastor asked him if he would allow him to take him for a little ride. They drove to Staten Island and  
to the same house where the pastor had taken the woman three days earlier. 
 He helped the man climb the three flights of stairs to the woman’s apartment, knocked on the door and 
he saw the greatest Christmas reunion he could ever imagine.

True Story‚ submitted by Pastor Rob Reid 
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The Adventure Continues!
Another Evening in the Pyrénées With Qin Zhu 

“In 2014, I did my first long distance walk along the Hadrian’s Wall built by the Romans bordering 
England and Scotland. I was “hooked” ever since. My husband, who was a couch potato, joined me 
reluctantly in the beginning but now is no less a fanatic than I am. For four consecutive summers, 
we walked GR10 in the French Pyrénées. We started from Bay of Biscay on the Atlantic side. Our 
destination is the Mediterranean. So far, we are about three quarters through. As an incentive for my 
husband to join me on these trips, he was granted the freedom to acquire fancy camera equipment 
and play with these things on the road. Hence, a humongous portfolio of pictures and videos was 
born that way. It is my pleasure to share with you our experience on the trails.”      —Qin Zhu

Continued on next page…

The Tablecloth continued… 
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On Friday evening, September 14th, thirteen of us gathered in Fellowship Hall for another 

adventure along the French Pyrénées given us by Qin Zhu. Qin’s video presentation of her 

FOURTH year now hiking from the Atlantic to the Mediterranean with her husband was 

beautiful, informative, inspiring and thoroughly entertaining as she shared her incredible hiking 

experience—all the ups and downs, no pun intended—along the way. She’s an excellent speaker 

and we could have listened and learned all night. The route, called GR-10 is 560 miles long 

beginning to end. The red arrow below denotes this year’s trek — where they began and where 

they left off (the most arduous part of the entire route), Qin carrying 30 to 40 pounds of camping 

equipment on her back while hubby carried the same weight of photographic equipment, both 

creating fantastic memories to be brought home and shared with us. 

The blue arrow denotes what remains to be traversed. Qin says maybe next year, maybe 

two more years to complete. Whether one more year or two, we look forward to yet another 

wonderful evening of sharing, fellowship, and fun.

Continued on next page…
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The above graphic was adapted (redrawn) from a beautiful childrens’ book on Chinese 
characters, long ago loaned to Jen Chin by a neighbor who taught second grade.

Words

Yueh

A happy heart.

JoyContributed by Andrea McWhirr…

Be Glad and Rejoice! Sing to the LORD a new song of praise  
in the assembly of the faithful.   — Psalm 149:1 

The psalmist urges us to “sing to the Lord...be glad...rejoice...sing for joy.”  
From earliest times, joy has been one of the hallmarks of our Christian faith. Some of the early Christian 

martyrs even went to their deaths singing for joy. But when I look around at a typical congregation  
at a Sunday service, or even when I look into the mirror, do I see faces that are joyful?  

Or do I see faces that are sad, worried or weary?
True, we can’t be grinning all the time. Nevertheless, a joyless Christian is a contradiction in terms. And 

what is the source of our joy? It is the presence of God, or, more accurately, it is our awareness  
of the presence of God in our lives. This kind of joy runs deep.  

It can even coexist with sorrow, pain, worry and fear.
Jesus said, “Do not look gloomy.” Look in the mirror today and see if a joyful  

or a gloomy person is looking back at you.
Source of Our Joy, give me a deep sense of your presence in my life today.

— Sr. Melannie Svoboda, S.N.D.
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October Birthdays

  5 Jillian Montello

  7 Kaylie Quayle

10 Janet Hess 

12 Jonathan Gilpatrick

17 Sowon Kim

26 Jeff Gardner

27 Doug Kammerer

A minister was walking to church one morning 

when he passed one of his members working 

in his garden. “Can’t you hear those bells calling 

you to church?” asked the minister.  “Eh, what’s 

that?” said the member.  “I’m afraid you’ll have to 

speak a little louder!”  “CAN’T YOU HEAR THOSE 

BELLS CALLING YOU TO CHURCH?” shouted the 

minister. “ I’m sorry,” said the member, “I can’t 

hear you because of those darned BELLS!”



Your prayers are requested for…

>  Gena Pruitt, Rita’s friend; Megan Shaw, Tammy’s daughter; Jeanne 
Martin’s brother in law, Richard, Paul Farber, Vince Aiosa, Ann Arrigo, 
Dan Taylor

> All victims of abuse, accidents, neglect, terrorism, weather 
extremes, any pain

>  The Refugee Resettlement Project and the families relocating 
to the USA

>  Peace in our country and around the world, our military and leaders

Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063) 24/7 with any request. 
We will keep you or your loved one on this prayer list for one month.  

If you would like your request to be continued,  
please contact the church office.
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Please notify the church office when:

]  You or a family member is sick or in the hospital

]  When a family member has passed away

]  You are planning a meeting or scheduling  
an event, so it can be placed on the Church  
calendar

]  You want to arrange for a Baptism or Wedding

]  Your telephone number or address has changed  
or you will be moving, locally or out of town

]  You feel the Church can help you in any way

Reminder   —  Hospital Stays
Federal law restricts the disclosure of patient 
information by hospitals. As a result, the pastor  
and church office may not know that a member 
of the church has been admitted to the hospital.  
If you are hospitalized and would like to notify  
the pastor, it is important that you (or a family 
member or friend), inform the church office as 
soon as possible at 201-384-1063. Hospitals  
can no longer provide this information to us.
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28 29 30 31

October 2018 First Congregational UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST

FH:  Eleanor Norton Fellowship Hall (downstairs);   LG: Lounge (upstairs);   OFF:  O�ce

8 pm 8 pm 
Toastmasters (LG)(LG)

8 pm 8 pm 
Toastmasters (LG)(LG)

Sunday Worship & Sunday Worship & 
CHURCH SCHOOL* ~ 10:30 am~ 10:30 am

ALL ARE WELCOME and invited to  
share coffee & fellowship downstairs  

in Fellowship Hall afterward.
* Child care available.  No church school summer months;  resumes September. * Child care available.  No church school summer months;  resumes September. 

Choir Rehearsals:  9:15 am Sundays ONLY September–June

10:30 am  10:30 am  
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

10:30 am  10:30 am  
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

10:30 am  10:30 am  
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

10:30 am  10:30 am  
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

10:30 am10:30 am    Worship Service  
Rev. Jack Cuffari 
Communion

12:45 - 3 pm 12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step ((LG)LG)

12:45 - 3 pm 12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step ((LG)LG)

12:45 - 3 pm 12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step ((LG)LG)

11:00 – 1 pm 11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch ((FH)FH)

11:00 – 1 pm 11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch ((FH)FH)

11:00 – 1 pm 11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch ((FH)FH)

10:00 am10:00 am
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

10:00 am10:00 am
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

10:00 am10:00 am
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step ((LG)LG)

11:00 – 1 pm 11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch ((FH)FH)

10:00 am10:00 am
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

9:30 – 11:00 am 9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH)(FH) 

9:30 – 11:00 am 9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH)(FH) 

4:00 pm4:00 pm
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

4:00 pm4:00 pm
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

9:30 – 11:00 am 9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH)(FH) 

4:00 pm4:00 pm
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

9:30 – 11:00 am 9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH)(FH) 

4:00 pm4:00 pm
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

12 Noon – 3 pm
Activities  
Unlimited (FH)

7:30 pm 7:30 pm AA (FH)(FH)

7:30 pm 7:30 pm AA (FH)(FH)

10:30 am & 4:00 pm10:30 am & 4:00 pm
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

10:30 am & 4:00 pm10:30 am & 4:00 pm
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

7 pm7 pm
BIBLE STUDYBIBLE STUDY  (Lounge)(Lounge)

7:30 pm 7:30 pm AA (FH)(FH)

10:30 am & 4:00 pm10:30 am & 4:00 pm
Music Together  (FH)(FH)

7:30 pm 7:30 pm AA (FH)(FH)

11:45 11:45 
Women’s  
Fellowship    (FH)(FH) 

12 Noon – 3 pm12 Noon – 3 pm
Parkinson’s Group (FH)(FH)

10:30 am10:30 am    Worship Service  
Rev. Jack Cuffari

10:30 am10:30 am    Worship Service  
Rev. Jack Cuffari

10:30 am10:30 am    Worship Service  
Rev. Jack Cuffari

CROP WALK

Neighbors In Need 
Special Offering

 World Communion Sunday  

12 N–4pm 12 N–4pm 
HAWORTH DAY! 
Church TABLE  
Participation 
Needed! 

Halloween

COLUMBUS 
DAY

11 am 11 am 
Haworth Seniors 
OCTOBERFEST (FH)(FH)    

Leadership Team meeting  
following Worship / Coffee 
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First Congregational UCC
276 Haworth Avenue
Haworth, NJ 07641

201.384-1063
www.haworthucc.org

Interim Pastor 
Rev. Jack Cuffari

Christian Education  
Director

Emma Nathanson

Church Administrator 
Andrea McWhirr

Music Director
Dr. Olga Stepanova

Moderator
Jeff Gardner

Please send SPIRE  
submissions to  

ucchaworth@hotmail.com

“Every leaf speaks bliss to me,  
fluttering from the autumn tree.” 

— Emily Bronte 

Happy Fall!




