
Dear friends and family of faith,

A professor of a class of “over achievers” presented his class with a problem. He showed them a jar filled with big 
rocks. As he filled the bottle with sand, he asked the class, “Is the bottle full?” The class responded, “Yes.” The story 
continues as he adds more and more items to the jar, each time asking, “Is it full now?” When he asked the class the 
moral of the story, they responded, “We know. If you try hard enough, there is always room to add more!” “Wrong!” 
said the professor. “What this story teaches us is that we must make room for the important things in our lives, the  
“big rocks”, those people and things we value the most.” How often do we try to fit “just one more thing” in? How 
often do we stress over the “little things” that upset us instead of relishing and celebrating the “little things” that  
mean the most to us? 

As we strive to live out our ministries in our communities and in the world, may we always make time to be grateful 
for the blessings we often take for granted. As we seek to understand and to be understood, may we make the time to 
listen attentively to one another as we show respect and gratitude. As we choose to walk in Jesus’ footsteps, may we 
be empowered by love, with hope, and in faith and in trust of the One in whose image and likeness we all are made.

During these especially busy days as we approach Thanksgiving, Christmas and the New Year, please remember to 
begin and end each day with prayer and gratitude. Let us continue to encourage, strengthen and lift up one another in 
Christian fellowship by attending and participating in our special projects and in worship.  

The Community InterFaith Thanksgiving Service will be held this year, again, at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Haworth 
on Sunday evening, November 19th beginning at 7 pm. Please plan to join with our sisters and brothers to praise 
God, sing, pray and give thanks together. There will also be a wine and cheese fellowship time following the service.  
Everyone is invited! 

Also, this year as Christmas Eve is on a Sunday, we are changing our usual worship time! Several families asked me 
about having an earlier Christmas Eve service at a more “young family / children friendly time”—so in consultation 
with the Leadership Team—and in keeping with our intention to become more involved and known in the community—
we decided to try an experiment—for this one year.  We will NOT worship Sunday morning the 24th of December but 
we WILL gather at 4:30 pm for our “Family Friendly and Candlelight Christmas Eve service.” We will be spreading the 
word about our service as “a gift from 1st Congregational UCC in Haworth to the Community” and will encourage 
everyone to share the invitation with friends and family, neighbors and strangers as we continue to be known as the 
church where “all are welcome!”  (PS It will still be dark when we light our candles and we can be home for dinner 
and to get the children (and ourselves) in bed at a reasonable time before Santa’s arrival!) We also hope that Bridge 
Fellowship will join with us, as in the past, as their presence adds so much richness to our worship experience.  

Please mark your calendars for these and more sacred opportunities during these seasons!   
And remember to always GIVE THANKS! 

Abundant blessings to all!

November 2017
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Of late I have struggled with an issue raised in a recent bulletin: What does it mean to be truly 
motivated by love rather than by the base instincts of fear and anxiety? To process this, I have 
thought long and hard about what exactly does it mean to love someone – which is not an easy 
thing to define. After all, love takes on many forms – the love of oneself, the love of family, 
the love of friends, the love of God and perhaps most elusive of all, the love of a stranger, even 
one with whom we have little to nothing in common. While I do not have a simple answer, I 
ultimately believe that faith in Christ and his teachings brings us closer to conquering fear and 
finding the meaning of love.

Is it possible to truly love a stranger? Perhaps not in the same way as one loves his or her 
friends and children, but I think it is entirely possible. It is very easy to turn one’s back on a 
stranger in need. Every day, I am confronted with people in need of help, panhandling on the 
streets of the City, and find myself making a split-second value judgment as to whether or not 
a person is worthy of my spare change. Usually in my hurry, I rarely take the time to try to 
speak with the person in need even if I do put money in his or her cup. I now ask myself – what 
informs my generosity or lack of it – is it my ability to empathize with a stranger or is it a fear 
that it could be me in the same position one day?  From a practical standpoint, I suppose that it 
doesn’t matter, but from a spiritual standpoint, it is significant. 
 
Prior to joining the congregation, I reviewed the UCC website and was impressed by the 
far-reaching scope of its missions which touch people of many different faiths, races and 
backgrounds. In empathizing with and working to help those who are different from us and 
sharing a message of peace and tolerance, we are showing not just love for strangers, but also 
our love of God and all of creation. It is my sincere hope that I may continue on a journey of 
transformation – of moving outside of my comfort zone and discovering what it means to love.  
Our base instincts of fear and anxiety may preserve us, but it is love that sustains us.

Fear_v_Love
Dean Pavlos
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Community Kitchen Winter Wonderland Collection

This year, your Ministry for Mission Outreach & Social Action (MOSA) would like 
to suggest our congregation donate gifts for children through a program at Eva’s Village 
in Paterson, NJ. They will turn their Community Kitchen into a winter wonderland by 
collecting new and unwrapped toys, games, sports equipment, arts and crafts, and more 
for the children of parents living in their shelters and treatment programs. Each parent 
will search through the gifts to select the perfect assortment for a magical holiday!

Please sign up in the Narthex on Sundays November 5th, 12th, and 19th on a 
simple signup list to indicate you will bring in one or more gifts by Sunday, November 
26th. Alice Marcus will then deliver all the gifts to Eva’s Kitchen. Please contribute as 
many gifts of toys, games, sports equipment, arts and crafts as you feel able to provide.

Thank you.
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Can you guess? 
Reaching Out to the Community again & again…

Saturday, October 21st was Haworth Day and another attempt at reaching out to the 
community to let people know we’re a church, we’re here, and we’re a FUN group of people!
Our table was quite popular this time with a free Guess-the-Weight-of-the-[Giant]-Pumpkin 
event for all ages, complete with prizes, coupled with the already-tested Make a Rainbow 
Stick activity (Fruit Loops and marshmallows) for children. The winner was a very surprised 
Dad and son who won the pumpkin, a pumpkin carving set and $10 by guessing the EXACT 
WEIGHT of 30 lbs. We also gave $10 to the absolute worst guess of 451 lbs, a Boy Scout who 
was just being silly and who was then DOUBLY surprised! It was a beautiful day and those of 
us who manned the table were amply rewarded with many visitors (66 guessers and more). It 
didn’t hurt that we had a very popular food & drink vendor right next to us too! Many thanks 
to all who came out and to all who helped spread the love!

Guess!

Saturday, October 28th marked one last event to reach out again with our Praise POSTERS, 
this time a 5/10k event in New Milford. Big thanks to Darlene and Leigh!
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Mission Outreach and Social Action          
Rita Negrón Maslanek, Chairperson

Puerto Rico, the place of my birth, was devastated by Hurricane Maria over a month ago. Communication 
with my family was not possible for more than a week following the hurricane, but thankfully, sporadic 
cellular service enables the occasional text and short phone conversations. They say they are managing.  
It’s heartwarming to learn that those in need are helping those in greater need by purchasing water and 
non-perishable food items and distributing them among people in the more remote parts of the island.  
My family’s local church, a Disciples of Christ Church, has been contributing towards the cost of these 
endeavors, but has run out of funds. While water has returned to some areas, it is not fit for drinking  
or cooking. Eating fresh meats, fruits and vegetables is a thing of the past. To date, there have been  
81 deaths linked, directly or indirectly, to the hurricane.  

I worry about Puerto Rico and most notably for my family there, mostly first cousins and their children,  
and their children’s children. My one living aunt is 91 years old, her husband is 95. My aunt is suffering 
from Alzheimer’s so she doesn’t understand the long hours of darkness which for over a month has  
become the way of life for the islanders, all of whom are citizens of the United States. Puerto Rico,  
the Virgin Islands (whose residents are also U.S. citizens), along with other Caribbean nations were 
devastated by Hurricanes Maria and Irma. On the mainland, Hurricane Harvey caused havoc in Houston  
and parts of Florida also suffered from the effects of these hurricanes. Federal aid was quickly dispatched 
to most of the areas hit in the states, but not so to Puerto Rico, which is hosting close to 2,000 residents 
from the Virgin Islands after their island was completely destroyed.   

Please donate to the UCC Disaster Relief Fund to provide aid to all hurricane victims, but particularly 
to Puerto Rico because unlike the mainland, federal aid has been slow in coming. There are other ways to 
donate as well, but donating to the UCC means that 100% of your contribution is used to help the hurricane 
victims. Administration costs are covered by our, and other UCC churches, contributions to Our Churchs’ 
Wider Mission, more commonly known as OCWM. Please visit www.ucc.org to donate directly, or write  
a check to our church and on the memo line write, UCC Disaster Relief Fund. If you would like to 
designate funds specifically for Puerto Rico relief, please also indicate so on the memo line.   

On a much lighter note, we will soon be setting up a Christmas Tree in the Narthex for collection of new 
mittens, winter hats, gloves and scarfs to be sent to Eva’s Villlage in Paterson. We hope to have two 
collections, the first to be delivered before Thanksgiving and the second before Christmas. Please help  
the tree blossom by bringing donations and placing them on the tree branches.

Look for the next issue of the SPIRE for more information on how we can continue 
to live out the Gospel in our communities and beyond.
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On Sunday, October 15th, walkers 
from several local congregations walked 
the walk in the Annual North Bergen 
County CROP Walk, a community-led 
fundraising event to end hunger locally 
and around the world, sponsored by 
Church World Service. While no one 
from our congregation was able to walk 
that day, we did manage to raise $260 
towards the effort. Thank you to all  
who contributed!
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Neighbors In Need 
Protect the Sacred:  In a Just World,  
Clean Water is Life
Thank you to everyone who donated to the  
Neighbors in Need collection effort! This year’s  
theme could not have been more timely. As people 
from Texas to Florida to Puerto Rico struggled to 
access clean, safe drinking water in the wake of devastating hurricanes, others unaffected by 
storms turned to bottled water to avoid toxic contaminants in their local water supply. In the  
mid-west, the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation continues to fight against massive underground 
oil pipes being laid beneath their only source of water.  

Neighbors in Need is one of the five main UCC special mission offerings. Your donation to this 
cause helps to fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and 
direct service projects throughout the United States, including Environmental Justice and the right 
to access safe drinking water. One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s Council for American 
Indian Ministries, including many of those leading the fight against the Dakota Access Pipeline.

If you have not yet made a contribution, you still have time!  You can donate online at  
www.ucchaworth.org by clicking “Donation” at the bottom of the page. Once you input your 
information, you will have the opportunity to choose “Neighbors in Need” from the dropdown 
menu. We will also happily accept cash or check by mail, drop off or collection plate – Just be 
sure to note “Neighbors in Need” in the check memo line or on an envelope if donating cash.  
We will announce the final tally in next month’s Spire. 

Thank you again for your support and your generosity!

It is very much appreciated by your Neighbors in Need!



 Budget Actual

YTD Income 137,787 135,792

YTD Expenses 137,712 132,188

YTD Surplus (Deficit) 75   3,604

From the Treasurer…

State of the Treasury 
Operating Fund 
as of September 30, 2017

3rd Q  YTD Expenses by Department:

 September 30, 2017

Bank of NJ Checking 4,486 

Schwab One 255,496 

Stonebridge Advisors 253,361

Thomas Partners 123,728

TOTAL 637,071

Assets by Repository:

 Budget Actual

Mission Outreach 6,825 8,000

Church Development 863 505

Deacons  1,613 1,376

Ministry 43,186 40,936

Children & Youth 9,435 8,565

Music  15,264 15,295

Administration* 26,853 28,185

Property Stewards 33,673 29,326

Assets by Fund:
 September 30, 2017

Operating Fund 3,604 

Endowment Fund 16,656 

Memorial Funds 29,123

Dedicated Funds 24,327 

Unrestricted Reserves 563,361

TOTAL 637,071

*  Actual icludes final Friedberg RE commission fees.

Donations may be brought to the church weekly 
or all at once by the final  
Sunday, November 12th.

All donations greatly appreciated.  
Please give what you can. Thank you!

COUNTDOWN to
THANKSGIVING
GIVING
Please keep our local “neighbors in need” in your prayers as they struggle to put food on 
the table. 30 days of giving one can (or box) per day—or whatever you can provide—
will help those in need have a nice Thanksgiving and more.  Monetary Donations (make 
check out to the Center for Food Action) are equally needed.
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How to make a  
Jared Box

Step 1: Get a shoe-box size plastic 
storage box.

Step 2: Decide if the box you are 
making is for a boy or a girl; 
then select an age group.

Step 3: Select items for your box like 
crayons, card games, puzzles, 
stickers, and small toys.

Step 4: Personalize and decorate 
your Jared Box.

Step 5: Deliver your box to your  
local hospital.

What is a Jared Box?
A Jared Box is a plastic storage box filled 
with small gifts, toys, games and activities. 
The boxes are given to chronically ill 
children to provide a special, fun diversion 
as they receive chemotherapy or other 
medical treatments. Jared Boxes are 
also used in Emergency Room and other 
hospital settings.

The boxes symbolize the importance of play  
and are filled with well wishes, hope, 
and love. Jared Boxes bring SMILES and 
laughter and lift the spirits of chronically ill 
children.

The Jared Box Project is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization. All donations are tax-
deductible. 

Over 200,000 Jared Boxes have been made  
and delivered across the country.

The Inspiration
Jared was a brave little boy who battled  
cancer with courage and faith that continues  
to inspire us all. He was only 5 years old,  
yet demonstrated faith and wisdom beyond 
his young age.

Jared maintained his sense of humor  
and the joys of childhood through play. He  
carried a backpack full of toys and games  
to all his appointments, and questioned  
why other children didn’t bring toys to their  
exam rooms.

Jared’s battle ended on November 12, 2000  
while listening to his favorite song, “You’ll  
Be In My Heart” by Phil Collins.

Jared’s inspiration lives on through the  
kindness of others.  

A new Christmas Mission:  

Jared’s Boxes
Your Ministry for Children & Youth has decided  
on a new mission this Christmas where we will fill 
boxes (see instructions at right) for chronically ill 
children and deliver to local hospitals during the 
holiday season. Please consider filling at least one  
box for a sick child. More information to come.
Thank you!
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I want to share that, on Friday evening, October 20th, eleven of us gathered in Fellowship 

Hall for an adventure along the French Pyrénées led by Qin Zhu. Qin’s video presentation 

of her third year hiking in the Pyrénées with her husband was informative and beautiful. 

Her passion for hiking is contagious and her narratives were as eloquent as the videos were 

breathtaking. The evening was made all the more special thanks to Christine Bischoff who 

provided an array of cheeses and other foods hikers normally eat along these trails. 

If you would like to share your vacation experiences, please let me know. It’s a wonderful  

way to connect more with one another.

An Evening in the Pyrénées With Qin Zhu
Rita Negrón Maslanek
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We look forward to learning about Qin’s journey again next summer when she and her 

husband set out to complete another leg of the 560 mile long hiking trail which divides 

France and Spain. They are currently about halfway across this beautiful mountain chain.

eeeeeee



Your prayers are requested for…

>    Gordon Tappan, Corbin Fisher, Rose Pero, Frank Hoefle, Pat Wood, 
Anita’s friend Chris, Douglas Kammerer, Paul Farber, Tania Grady, 
Patty Teagno, a dear friend of Rose Pero’s; Vince Aiosa, Josh Eike, 
David Leang, a friend of Liz Marcus; SJ, Sowon’s best friend from 
college, who has cancer; Erica and Family, Pam Masey, Tania’s cousin, 
Dee; Gregory Delgado, Sandra DeLorenzo, Tom Meyer, Robert 
Kanwisher’s Family, Ann Arrigo, Bob Duchacek, Dan Taylor,  
Anne McCullaugh

>    The people of all countries suffering from devastating hurricanes, earthquakes, and fires

>  All victims of abuse, neglect, terrorism, any pain 

>  The Refugee Resettlement Project and the families relocating to the USA 
>   Peace in our country and around the world, our military and leaders 

Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063) 24/7 with any request.

Please notify the church office when:

]  You or a family member is sick or in the hospital

]   When a family member has passed away

]    You are planning a meeting or scheduling  
an event, so it can be placed on the Church  
calendar

]  You want to arrange for a Baptism or Wedding

]    Your telephone number or address has changed  
or you will be moving, locally or out of town

]  You feel the Church can help you in any way

Reminder   —  Hospital Stays
Federal law restricts the disclosure of patient 
information by hospitals. As a result, the pastor  
and church office may not know that a member  
of the church has been admitted to the hospital.  
If you are hospitalized and would like to notify  
the pastor, it is important that you (or a family 
member or friend), inform the church office as  
soon as possible at 201-384-1063. Hospitals  
can no longer provide this information to us.
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Birthdays in 
November
 13 Dr. Olga Stepanova

 20 Leigh Barker Gardner

Returning Moms with new babies have been 
coming to Playgroup, starting up a whole new 
generation of little ones to the delight of all.

Any parent or grandparent of a preschool child  
or baby desiring conversation, fellowship and  
play opportunities for their child, is welcome to 
come to our free Playgroup at the church every 
Wednesday from 9:30 to 11. Coffee, tea, juice & 
snacks will be provided!  

Playgroup’s New 
Generation of Babies!
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Ministry for Children & Youth to present

Christmas Is...
Sunday, December 3

 (Right after worship)

Food, Fun & Fellowship for all!

~ Potluck LUNCH ~
~ Lots of Craft Projects ~

~ Decorate & Fill Cookie Cans ~

Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 24

One Family-Friendly   
Candlelight Service

at 4:30 pm

Mitten Tree continues

And be sure to sign 
the Church Family 
Christmas Card at 

Christmas Is… 

THE SPIRE Page 13

to Christmas...



UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

276 HAWORTH AVE., HAWORTH, NJ 07641
201.384.1063      www.haworthucc.org

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
November 2017
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Sunday •  November 19 • 7:00 pm
Wine & Cheese Reception Follows

St. Luke’s Episcopal  / Our Saviour Lutheran Church
Massachusetts Avenue & Grant Street

Haworth

 We gather to give thanks 

Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service


