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The Universal Pattern

To believe that Jesus was raised from the dead is not really a leap of faith. Resurrection and 
renewal are, in fact, the universal and observable patterns of everything. We might just as well 
use non-religious terms like springtime, regeneration, healing, forgiveness, life cycles, darkness 
and light. If incarnation is real, then resurrection in multitudinous forms is to be fully expected. 
Or to paraphrase a statement attributed to Albert Einstein, it is not that one thing is a miracle, 
but that the whole thing is a miracle!
 If divine incarnation has any truth to it, then resurrection is a foregone conclusion, not 
a one-time anomaly in the body of Jesus, as our Western theology of the resurrection tried to 
prove—and of course it couldn’t. The Risen Christ is not a one-time miracle but the revelation  
of a universal pattern that is hard to see in the short run.
 Our job is to figure out not the how or the when of resurrection, but just the what! 
Leave the how and the when to science and to God. True Christianity and true science are 
both transformational worldviews that place growth and development at their centers. Both 
endeavors, each in its own way, cooperate with some Divine Plan; whether God is formally 
acknowledged may not be that important. As C. G. Jung inscribed over his doorway, Vocatus 
atque non vocatus, Deus aderit, “Invoked or not invoked, God is still present.” 1

 God has worked anonymously since the very beginning—it has always been an inside 
and secret job. The Spirit seems to work best underground. When above ground, humans start 
fighting about it.
 You can call this grace, the indwelling Holy Spirit, or just evolution toward union in love. 
God is not in competition with anybody, but only in deep-time cooperation with everybody 
who loves (Romans 8:28). Whenever we place one caring foot forward, God uses it, sustains it, 
and blesses it. Our impulse does not need to wear the name of religion.
 Love is the energy that sustains the universe, moving us toward a future of resurrection. 
We do not even need to call it love or God or resurrection for its work to be done.

1. 
 
C. G. Jung, Letters: 1951–1961, vol. 2, ed. G. Adler (Princeton University Press: 1975), 611.

Adapted from Richard Rohr, The Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything We See,  
Hope For, and Believe (Convergent: 2019), 99-100.

This month, Rev. Jack is sharing this excerpt from “The Universal Christ”, by Richard Rohr.  
He recommends it very highly, and says “This book is just incredible—I can’t put it down,  
and keep re-reading every chapter as soon as I finish it!”
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Once again, we pulled together over one very long, back-breaking weekend to  
hold an annual yard sale fundraiser. 
 Set-up on Friday all day was off to a very early am running start by Leslie & Al 
MacPherson. After the “hauling-out-of-storage” crew (Leslie, Carol Stegall, Rose Pero, 
Jan Farrington, John and Dorothy Blakeman) got all the tables loaded, Alice Marcus, 
Carol and Rose priced everything, another step in the process. 
 Despite the rain holding off quite nicely Saturday, the day of the sale, it was 
sunny but surprisingly cold and windy. Our decision to sell everything inside this time 
therefore turned out to be a wise one. Christine Bischoff and Carol worked a very 
successful kitchen window Bake Sale. We sold only ONE cup of coffee there, but the 
workers, taking full advantage of the availability, were well-fueled. Salesperson Leslie 
worked the East Side of Fellowship Hall while Dorothy worked the West side. North 
was covered by our two faithful guys, Bob Barker and John while the South—Books 
(not so popular now it seems) and Clothing (a NEW popular) were expertly taken 
care of by Nancy Sierra and Jan. Frank Osmers and Rita Maslanek were somewhere 
and everywhere all at the same time, bustling about. Wrapping up and packing the 
leftovers following Sunday worship Coffee hour was another arduous task taken on 
by the “Faithful Few”,  Rita, Rose, Qin Zhu, Carol, Bob, Jan, Dorothy, John, Nancy, and 
Liz Marcus while OTHER “Faithful Few”, our Leadership Team, attended Moderator Jeff 
Gardner’s urgently-called meeting upstairs.
 On Monday, thanks to an uncanny coincidence of wrong—not wrong, but 
unintended— people being in the right place at the wrong/unintended time, albeit 
totally willing and able, ALL the packed up leftovers were gotten to the Haworth 
Avenue curb in short order via two hand-trucks and a lot of muscle by Nita Moore, her 
husband, Jordan (Music Together tenants who just happened to be there setting up),  
Sexton Al who is there working every morning, Doris Danielson & Leslie who just 
happened to drop by after their yoga class.

Continued…

Indoor Yard Sale aka  
Town-Wide Garage Sale  

Another Success!
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 Then the Yard Sale Finale, ie, the Tuesday morning pickup of leftovers by the 
Military Order of the Purple Heart, astutely arranged in advance of the sale by always-
thinking-ahead-of-what-she-can-do-to-help Leigh Gardner neatly ended the entire 
affair with an exclamation point and a sigh of relief.
 Did we do well? Was it worth all the effort? I’d like to think so. When all was said 
and done, we not only added $1,000 to our coffers, but also, if nothing else…made 
one little girl very happy with her new doll house purchased at the sale by cousin 
Rita!  Now THAT’s something to put a smile on ALL our faces! 

Jen Chin

Introducing our new Admin, Jackie
If you haven’t yet met our new Administrator, Jackie 
Martin, please stop into the office any time M – F, 9 to 1 
to say hello. She’s eager to meet everyone and rapidly 
learning everyone’s name. She’s also getting organized, 
working with Rev. Jack and Olga to create the weekly 
bulletins, and helping out in all sorts of unexpected, 
surprising and benefical ways. A Brooklyn girl, Jackie lives 
in Closter, is married to Alan, has a son, Craig, a daughter 
Alison, and two beautiful grandsons, Johnny and James. 
She attends St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Closter.   
Welcome aboard, Jackie!



Dear Friends,

As the saying goes, “Elvis has left the 
building” and by the time you read this, 
I will have also. But, I couldn’t leave 
without thanking you, sincerely, for the 
memorable and delicious retirement 
luncheon you held for me. I also want 
to thank you, sincerely, for the very 
generous monetary gift which will 
be spent, wisely, in Delaware, where 
there is no sales tax! Always thinking of 
saving money for the church, I’ve done 
my best to keep the office running on 
a bare bones budget while, at the same time, attempting to keep it running smoothly. I wish 
you all a blessed and happy future. Thanks again. Happy trails to you and yours, 

Andrea

On her way…
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In honor of Andrea McWhirr’s 20 years of service to our church, and to wish her well 
in retirement, a lovely luncheon, mostly prepared by our “Restaurant Officianado”, Nick 
Montello was held in her honor on April 7th. Andrea’s family, including her two grandsons 
were there, speeches were made, fun gifts and serious were given, a cake and a good time 
was enjoyed by all. Jan Farrington wrote and read a wonderful testimonial. 

See next page…
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There is an expression “words cannot express”. Whatever. I’m going to try.  

Starting with the word LOVE which describes how we feel about your  

20 years with us, here are a few more “L’s”:

Loyalty to the church through thick and thin 

Learning — every day, something new

Listening to all who visit the office for whatever reason

Laughing and always smiling and oh so witty

Labels, Lists, Letters, Log ins, Oh my!

Leaks — oh, no! get a bucket, call the plumber, get a mop

Leisure — not very much

Lifting — from paper clips to trees

Lavatories — well, we won’t get into that

Lasting friendships

Looking after your church family and your own

Labor — yes, but never complaining and always willing to go the extra mile

Late — never, it’s not in your DNA

 Life in the form of the garden on the windowsill and your faithful stewardship  

of all the plants in the church

Living things — the birds, chipmunks, squirrels, deer, rabbits, woodchuck,  

and especially cats

Locks and keys

Lewes — your lovely home in Delaware

And finally, our Loss as you Leave.

Lots of Love. 
Thanks for everything!

Jan Farrington’s Ode to Andrea…
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On their  way too… almost

At coffee hour on Sunday, April 28th, we celebrated Rachel and Sabrina Wilson’s upcoming 

18th birthday and received a surprise announcement as well:  The girls are bound for Rutgers 

New Brunswick!  Sabrina is interested in studying Biology and Mandarin while Rachel wants  

to explore the arts and teaching. At Rutgers, they will also be able to continue with one of their 

favorite activities by joining the Scarlet Knights Marching Band!  They are both very excited  

to embark on this next chapter of their lives and explore all the opportunities that life has to 

offer them. Congratulations girls!  

“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you have imagined.” 
—Henry David Thoreau



Congregational Life Survey
We’ve gotten a fairly good response so 
far, but need to hear from more of you! 
We’re extending the process by a couple 
of weeks, so if you haven’t already done 
so, please be sure to pick up your copy 
of our survey as you leave the sanctuary 
following Sunday’s service. 

Or email Rev. Jack at jack@cuffari.com,  
and he will gladly send you a survey to  
print out. You can fill it out and drop it  
off or email it back.

Please return it to the “pocket” door of  
the Pastor’s office by Sunday, May 12th.  
Your input and feedback are important!

Thank you for your attention and 
participation.
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Health & School Kits 
Delivered
Ten School Kits and ten Health kits were Ten School Kits and ten Health kits were T
delivered by Mary Lou Boyd and her daughter, 
Ruth to the River Edge UCC for distribution on 
Monday, April 15th. The Women’s Fellowship 
has been collecting items for both kits all year. 
Please NOTE:   If you would like to put together 
a health or school kit or provide individual 
components at any time during the year, ask 
any Women’s Fellowship member—there 
are still a few of us— for details. All donations 
gratefully accepted!
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Alfombra
Quinn G. Caldwell

April 9, 2017

“Then they brought [the colt] to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set 
Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road.” - Luke 19:35-36

The kids at my church skip worship on Palm Sunday every year. I would consider that a problem if 
they weren’t doing it for such a beautiful reason. While the rest of us are in worship, the kids and 
their handlers are out on the street making ready for Jesus. Using flowers gathered from florists all 
around town, they make an alfombra, or carpet, of flowers all up and down the street in front of the 
church. People throughout Latin America make wildly complex alfombras out of colored sawdust (and 
sometimes other stuff) for a variety of religious processions, mostly centering on Holy Week.

Ours aren’t quite as astonishingly complex as those traditional ones, but what they lack in complexity 
and technical precision they make up for in heart. Smiley faces, rainbows, and peace signs made 
of colored petals mingle with sunbursts and abstract designs made of entire flowers. They line the 
street to welcome the rest of us when the doors open after church and we head out for a Palm 
Sunday procession around the neighborhood.

Ask our kids why they do it, and they’ll tell you this: here on Palm Sunday, Jesus starts a very difficult 
journey. He’s about to walk a hard road to a terrible place. Before he’s done, his feet will be bruised 
and battered. So they lay these flowers at his feet, in the most beautiful way they can contrive, 
to try to make the journey easier. To cushion his feet. To soothe his eyes. To let the last things he 
experiences before the betrayal be acts of devotion and kindness and beauty.

You might not have a roomful of free flowers to work with, but I bet if you look around today, you can 
find something to do that might make Jesus’ journey this week easier. Make a piece of art for him. 
Feed a hungry person for him. Walk a mile barefoot in solidarity with him. Pray with a broken heart 
for him. Sing the most beautiful song you know to encourage him. Let him—and all who walk hard 
roads—know he’s not alone.

Prayer

Oh my dear, precious Jesus: I am with you.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Quinn G. Caldwell is the Pastor of Plymouth Congregational Church, Syracuse, New 
York. His most recent book is a series of daily reflections for Advent and Christmas 
called All I Really Want: Readings for a Modern Christmas. Learn more about it and 
find him on Facebook at Quinn G. at Quinn G. Caldwell.



Sunday School In Action
Palm Sunday Hosanna Welcome!

Whilst the adults were downstairs in Fellowship Hall enjoying the wonderful Pancake 
Brunch, Emma and our enthusiastic Sunday School artists were busy decorating the parking 
lot entrance in all sorts of glorious colors using sidewalk chalk and petals from the dogwood 
tree. This clever Idea came from Quinn Caldwell of UCC Stillspeaking fame (see previous page). 
It is the hope of our Sunday School children that this artwork will inspire people entering or 
leaving the church to carry the joy of Palm Sunday out into the world. Thank you, children!
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Easter Sunday Hunt…WHAT? No eggs yet?

Thank you & BRAVO, Palm Sunday Master Chefs! 
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Nothing makes Rev. Jack happier than sitting with the kids during our Children’s 
Message. Here he is reminding them that they’re all part of God’s great Covenant with 
Abraham, connected as descendants in faith and already in a loving relationship with 
our Creator God.

Watch for the Strengthen the Church 

Special Offering coming soon. The STC 

offering supports the expansion of ministry 

and growth of UCC local congregations. Your 

support of this offering will help the UCC 

fulfill on its commitment to creating a just 

world for all by investing in new ministries 

and practices that meet the emerging needs 

of local communities.

One Great Hour of Sharing UPDATE:

 Thanks to our Mission Outreach &  

Social Action Committee’s efforts last  

month, $1,000 was raised to send  

off to the Central Atlantic Conference  

as one of the Five for Five Special  

Offerings we participate in each year.  

Thank you to all who contributed!

Mission Outreach  
    & Social Action (MOSA)

THE SPIRE Page 11



Liturgists’ Lineup for May

Sunday, May 5.......................................  Jan Farrington

Sunday, May 12....................................  Nancy Sierra

Sunday, May 19....................................  Dean Pavlos

Sunday, May 26....................................  Suzanne Renaud

Two Simple Lenten Suppers Enjoyed!
An enthusiastic group of about twenty people attended each of our two 

Simple Suppers this Lenten Season. A big thank you to our hosts for the 
first Soup Supper, Stephanie & Doug Kammerer, and to our host, Christine 

Bischoff for the second. Christine, as it turned out, was delighted to step 
up to the plate and volunteer in lieu of Leigh Gardner who had offered when no one else had been 
willing but was increasingly swamped with other obligations. An evening of fellowship was had 
by all who attended one or both. At the second supper, Rev. Jack shared an impromptu experience 
he’d just had which was all about CONNECTING with each other; indeed, connecting with 
strangers (or not, as it were). It was a simple story to follow a simple supper but very meaningful 
“food” for thought, appreciated by all.

Your prayers are requested for…

>  The family of Paul Farber who passed away; Dave Beesley, who has 
cancer; Frank Hoefle, Megan Shaw, Tammy’s daughter; Vince Aiosa, 
Ann Arrigo, Dan Taylor

> Victims of abuse, accidents, neglect, terrorism, weather extremes, pain 

>  Peace in our country and around the world, our leaders and military 

Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063) with any request.
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Please continue your supplemental giving whenever you can and thank you so 
much!  Any ongoing extra support to the church coffers is always welcome! 

Minister’s Discretionary Fund*;  OCWM Basic Support;  High 
Winter Utilities Costs;  Snow Removal;  Upcoming Sidewalk, 
Roof, Building & Roof Repair… the list goes on.

from the Treasurer…

Giving  Giving  
FLOWERSFLOWERS    FLOWERSFLOWERS  FLOWERSFLOWERS
for Worshipfor Worshipfor Worship

SShould you wish to provide flowers  hould you wish to provide flowers  
for Sunday worship, please sign up  for Sunday worship, please sign up  
on the “Flowers” clipboard downstairs on the “Flowers” clipboard downstairs 
in Fellowship Hall and include in Fellowship Hall and include 
whatever person or occasion you whatever person or occasion you 
wish to commemorate. wish to commemorate. 
          You may either bring your own           You may either bring your own 
flowers or our church Administrator, flowers or our church Administrator, 
Jackie will gladly order them for you Jackie will gladly order them for you 
from Schaefer’s Gardens in Haworth.from Schaefer’s Gardens in Haworth.
          The church is now currently           The church is now currently 
billed $27 ($25 plus $2 delivery billed $27 ($25 plus $2 delivery 
charge). We will appreciate your charge). We will appreciate your 
prompt reimbursement as soon as prompt reimbursement as soon as 
conveniently possible.conveniently possible.

Thank you.Thank you.

Rose Pero’s Wednesday morning 
Playgroup is as lively as ever! Lots of 
Moms and lots of tots! So much JOY!
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Our church was saddened to learn this week of the death of  
one of our most valued members, Someone Else.
          Someone’s passing creates a vacancy that will be difficult 
to fill. Else has been with us for many years and for every one of 
those years, Someone did far more than a normal person’s share 
of the work. Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, 
or a meeting to attend, one name was on everyone’s list, “Let 
Someone Else do it.”  Whenever leadership was mentioned, this 
wonderful person was looked to for inspiration as well as results; 
“Someone Else can work with that group.”
          It was common knowledge that Someone Else was among 
the most liberal givers in our church. Whenever there was a 
financial need, everyone just assumed Someone Else would 
make up the diffference.
          Someone Else was a wonderful person; sometimes 
appearing superhuman. Were the truth known, everybody 
expected too much of Someone Else. Now Someone Else is 
gone!  We wonder what we are going to do.
          Someone Else left a wonderful example to follow, but  
who is going to follow it? Who is going to do the things 
Someone Else did?
          When you are asked to help this year, remember—we can’t 
depend on Someone Else anymore.

Obituary

May Birthdays
   2 Rachel Wilson 
  Sabrina Wilson
   9 Maya Nathanson 
 11 Gregory Gilpatrick
 23 Justin Aiosa
 26 Kathryn Martin
 27 Justine Aiosa 
  Joe Baldacci
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May 2019 First Congregational UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST

FH:  Eleanor Norton Fellowship Hall (downstairs);   LG: Lounge (upstairs);   S:  Sanctuary;   OFF:  Church Office;   PO:  Pastor’s Office

8 pm 
Toastmasters (LG)

8 pm 
Toastmasters (LG)

Sunday Worship &  
CHURCH SCHOOL* ~ 10:30 am

ALL ARE WELCOME and invited to  
share coffee & fellowship downstairs  

in Fellowship Hall afterward.
No church school summer months;  resumes September.  

Choir Rehearsals:  9:30 am Sundays ONLY September–June

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

10:00 am
Music Together  (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

10:00 am
Music Together  (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

10:00 am
Music Together  (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

3:30 - 6 pm 
Girl Scouts (FH)

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

10:00 am
Music Together  (FH)

12:30–5pm  Light Church 
 (S/ FH / K)

10:30 am    Worship Service 

12:30–5pm  Light Church 
 (S/ FH / K)

10:30 am    Worship Service 

12:30–5pm  Light Church 
 (S/ FH / K)

10:30 am    Worship Service 

12:30–5pm  Light Church 
 (S/ FH / K)

10:30 am    Worship Service 

7 pm
BIBLE STUDY  (Lounge)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

10:30 & 4:00 pm
Music Together  (FH)

7 pm
BIBLE STUDY  (Lounge)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

10:30 & 4:00 pm
Music Together  (FH)

7 pm
BIBLE STUDY  (Lounge)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

10:30 & 4:00 pm
Music Together  (FH)

7 pm
BIBLE STUDY  (Lounge)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

10:30 & 4:00 pm
Music Together  (FH)

7 pm
BIBLE STUDY  (Lounge)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

10:30 & 4:00 pm
Music Together  (FH)

12 Noon – 3 pm
Parkinson’s Group (FH)

10:30 am  
Music Together  (FH)

7:00 – 8 am 
Light Church (LG) 

10:30 am  
Music Together  (FH)

7:00 – 8 am 
Light Church (LG) 

10:30 am  
Music Together  (FH)

7:00 – 8 am 
Light Church (LG) 

7:00 – 8 am 
Light Church (LG) 

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

3:00 – 10 pm 
Light Church (PO, S) 

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

3:00 – 10 pm 
Light Church (PO, S) 

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

3:00 – 10 pm 
Light Church (PO, S) 

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

3:00 – 10 pm 
Light Church (PO, S) 

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

3:00 – 10 pm 
Light Church (PO, S) 

NOON: 
Haworth SENIORS 
(FH)

NO Music Together 

NO Music Together 

MOTHERS’ DAY

Memorial Day 
OFFICE CLOSED

Lemonade 
On-The-Lawn
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Interim Pastor:  
Rev. Jack Cuffari

Christian Education  
Director

Emma Nathanson

Church Administrator 
Jackie Martin

Music Director
Dr. Olga Stepanova

Moderator
Jeff Gardner

Editor
Jen Chin

First Congregational UCC
276 Haworth Avenue
Haworth, NJ 07641

201.384-1063 
ucchaworth@verizon.net

www.haworthucc.org
Church Office Hours:   

M–F  9am–1pm

Happy Mothers’ Day




