
 
Dear friends and family of faith, 
 
Grace and peace to you one and all in the name of our Creator God! 
 
Happy Summer!  June is such a busy month with graduations and celebrations, Father’s Day and Youth  
Sunday.  It’s the month when we can shed our winter dullness and enjoy the sunshine and warm temperatures 
and the beauty of flowers, trees and home grown strawberries and fresh vegetables.  June means vacation 
time, lemonade and iced tea, ice cream and the end of the school year!!  Ordinary days and days of remem-
bering and new beginnings!   
 
As you enjoy your summer, please keep your church family in your daily prayers.  Be in worship when you 
are in town and please bring visiting family and friends with you!  Spend some quiet time each day giving 
thanks for the many blessings God has bestowed upon you and all of us.  Seek to make someone else’s day 
brighter.   
 
There will be some special and different worship opportunities this summer – including one or two services 
outside – weather permitting!  Special musical Sundays!  Some story telling and dramatic enactments of 
Scripture; all beginning at 10:00am from July 3 through Labor Day, Sunday September 4. 
 
If you have a special topic or Scripture you’d like to talk about and/or hear about, please let me know!  I’m 
open to your suggestions! 
 
Thanks, in advance, to Joe and Dean for re-doing the Pastor’s Study in July!  I can’t wait to move in and  
invite you to visit too! 
 
In faith,  
Rev Lauri  
 
EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A REASON 
Sometimes people come into your life and you know right away that they were meant to be there...to serve 
some sort of purpose, teach you a lesson or help figure out who you are or who you want to become. You 
never know who these people may be...your neighbor, child, long lost friend, lover, or even a complete 
stranger who, when you lock eyes with them, you know that very moment that they will affect your life in 
some profound way. And sometimes things happen to you at the time that may seem horrible, painful and un-
fair, but in reflection, you realize that without over coming those obstacles, you would have never realized 
your potential strength, will power or heart.  
Everything happens for a reason. Nothing happens by chance or by means of good luck. Illness, injury, love, 
lost moments of true greatness and sheer stupidity all occur to test the limits of your soul. Without these 
small tests, whether they be events, illnesses or relationships, life would be like a smoothly paved, straight, 
flat road to nowhere... safe and comfortable, but dull and utterly pointless.  
The people you meet affect your life. The successes and downfalls that you experience can create who you 
are, and the bad experiences can be learned from. In fact, they are probably the most poignant and impor-
tant ones. If someone hurts you, betrays you or breaks your heart, forgive them because they have helped    
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you learn about trust and the importance of being cautious to whom you open your heart. If someone loves 
you, love them back unconditionally, not only because they love you, but because they are teaching you to 
love and open your heart and eyes to little things.                                                                     
Make every day count. Appreciate every moment and take from it everything that you possibly can, for you 
may never be able to experience it again. Talk to people you have never talked to before, and actually lis-
ten. Let yourself fall in love, break free and set your sights high. Hold your head up because you have every 
right to. Tell yourself you are a great individual and believe in yourself, for if you don't believe in yourself, 
no one else will believe in you. You can make of your life anything you wish. Create your own life and then 
go out and live it, with absolutely no regrets.  
Learn a lesson in life each day you live. And most importantly, if you love someone tell them, for you never 
know what tomorrow may have in store.  

"Live each day as if it were your last...tomorrow is not promised."  
“Love isn‟t love „til you give it away!” (source unknown) 

 
“Accountability” 

Al MacPherson, Moderator 
 
This is a very simple concept. We are all stewards of the resources, talents, abilities and opportunities that 
God has given us. As stewards, we will be required to give an account to our Master of exactly how we 
managed those gifts and we will have to have the answers for Him. 
 
Bill Peel states: “Like the servants in the Parable of the Talents, we will be called to give an account of how 
we have administered everything we’ve been given, including our time, money, abilities, information, wis-
dom, relationships, and authority. We will all give account to the rightful owner as to how well we managed 
the things He has entrusted to us.”  
 
Paul writes:  " 'As surely as I live,' says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess 
to God.' " So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. (Rom. 14:10-12) 
 
Jesus told several other parables that showed us how his kingdom operates and in each case the stewards in 
question were held accountable for how they managed their master’s property. If this is how God’s king-
dom operates, then I suggest that stewardship is key to exemplifying every aspect of Christian life. Surely, 
failure to be stewards of all that God has given us will lead to our demise and preclude our entrance to His 
kingdom. 
 
So, you see, we own absolutely nothing. We are given everything as a gift from God until such time as he 
holds us accountable. There will come that time when we will have to stand before the Lord and give ac-
count of how we managed those gifts. Hopefully we will have done right by the Lord and be rewarded.  
 
Next month: “The Principal of Reward” 
Also see:   2 Corinthians 5:10 
Parables:   Luke 19:11-26         “The Parable of the Stewards”        
   Matthew 25:14-28   “The Parable of the Talents” 
   Luke 16:1-12           “The Parable of The Unrighteous Steward” 
   Luke 16:19-31         “The Parable of The Rich Man and Lazarus” 
 

Your talent is what God gift to you.  What you do with it is your gift back to God. 
 

What will you give back to God from the blessings you have received?   
Stewardship, A Way of Life 
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Mark Your Calendars!!!  Save The Date!!! 
 

Mark your calendars now for our "Welcome Back Sunday” - September 11, 2016.   
Church school will resume that day and in remembrance of the 15th anniversary of 9/11, we will be honor-
ing and thanking our local 'first responders.'  Please plan to join us for this special day of worship, service 
and gratitude.   
 

And, some dates in June to note… 
 

  June 12 - Youth Sunday and Presentation of Bibles to 3rd graders, Teacher Recognition Sunday  
                 Potluck Picnic Luncheon following worship 
  June 19 - Special Father's Day worship and Choir Recognition Sunday 
  June 26 - Last Sunday @ 10:30 am till September 11 
 

Mission Outreach and Social Action 
Darlene Wilson  

 
Once again this Lenten season, our children and youth collected coins in their "Fill the Ark" banks to help 
end world hunger and poverty by providing tangible gifts of empowerment and sustainability to those in 
need worldwide via HEIFER INTERNATIONAL.  
 
The children voted at the beginning of the project to use their donation this year to purchase a WATER 
BUFFALO, an impressive animal used for plowing, transportation, milking and fertilizing. Their second 
choice, should that goal be met, was a gift of TREE SEEDLINGS, which provide fruit, nuts, firewood and 
fodder, enrich the soil and purify the air.  
 
After tallying up the results, we are happy to report that our youth, along with the generous assistance of 
our congregation, collected enough to buy not only a water buffalo AND the tree seedlings, but also..... 
DRUM ROLL PLEASE.....Two flocks of geese!  A grand total of $350 will bring some very welcome gifts 
to our worldwide neighbors in need.  
 
Heartfelt thanks go out to our youth, our congregation and to Jan Farrington for counting all those coins! 
 

 
                     New Bibles for Sunday Worship 

 
Our church will be replacing our pew Bibles with the New Revised Standard Version. We 
have found many to be missing, written in or having torn pages. If anyone would like to dedicate 
a Bible for the cost of $13.50, please let Andrea or Al MacPherson know by September 1, 2016. 
 
 

A Note of Appreciation 
“Thank you for always being so understanding of our difficult money issue.”  

Doreen L. and The Women of the Women’s Friday Step Meeting 
 
 

Have a very Special Father’s Day, Dads! 
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Your Continued Prayers are Requested for… 
 Carol Jabali who is having heart surgery on 6/14. 
 Rita and Family; Mike Maslanek passed away. 
 The Saracino family on the loss of their wife and 
mother and prayers for the health of Gianni's father. 
  Anita’s son, Eric; Jane Waldron and Family, 
friends of Lauri; Pamela Masey, Tania’s cousin; Dee, 
Lauren Babroski, Frank’s daughter; Tom Haschmann 
and Traci Reynolds, life-time friends of Rev. Lauri; 
Gregory Delgado, Deborah Mancini (Rose Pero’s 
cousin), Sandra DeLorenzo, Marcy Baumbach, Bob 
Robertson, Rita & AnnMarie Jenneck, John  Castel-
lucci, Tom Meyer, Robert Kanwisher’s Family, Ann 
Arrigo, Bob Duchacek, Dan Taylor. 
   The Zach Koop Family on the passing of Zach 

(friends of Joe Baldacci). 
  For lives lost or injured and everyone affected by 

terrorism. 
 For all life affected by health issues, weather ex-

tremes, pain of any type. 
   For peace in our country and around the world, our 

military and leaders. 
   Everyone devastated by unemployment or under-
employment. 

Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063)  
24/7 with any request. 

 
At a Glance… 

Wednesdays: Playgroup, 9:30-11:00am, FH, ends 6/22 
Fridays: Lunch Bunch, 11:00am, FH 

Leadership Team Meeting in June: Sunday, the 26th 
Sunday, 6/12: Youth Sunday and Presentation of 
     Bibles to 3rd graders, Teacher  
     Recognition, Potluck Luncheon  
     following worship 
     Deacon: Sowon (Sean) Kim;  
     No  reader needed 
Saturday, 6/18: Celebration of the Life of 
     Mike Maslanek, 11am, Sanctuary 
Sunday, 6/19: Special Father’s Day Worship and 
     Choir Recognition Sunday 
               Deacon: Frank Osmers;  
     Reader: Janet Lamond 
Sunday, 6/26: Last Sunday Worship at 10:30am  
     until September 11 
     Deacon:  Sowon Kim;  
     Reader: Liz Marcus 
Sunday, 7/3:  Sunday Worship begins at 10:00am 

    JUNE BIRTHDAYS!                                                                                                                     
 10 ~ Paul Farber 
 15  ~ Milly Liotta-Levinson 
 26  ~ Amber Eike 
     29 ~  Blair Gardner 
     Juan Roman 
 JULY BIRTHDAYS! 

   1  ~ Ann Fay    
    2  ~ Jeanne Martin 
 10  ~ Jen Chin 
     15 ~  Audrey Zahor                        
 22 ~  Dorothy Blakeman 
 27  ~ Sarah Eby 
     Rita Negron Maslanek 
 29 ~  Frank Osmers 
      AUGUST BIRTHDAYS! 

 13  ~ Clifford Martin    
  18  ~ Ann Arrigo 
     Anita Johnson 
         

'False Evidence Appearing Real'  
Do not be afraid. - 1 Kings 17:13  

 
Hungry and tired, Elijah asks a widow to make 
him a loaf of bread. Afraid, she counters that she 
has but enough oil and flour for one loaf before 
she and her son die of hunger. "Do not be afraid," 
he says and assures her that by doing as he asks, 
her needs will be met...and they are! She has 
bread for an entire year. 
 
There is in each of us a tendency to fear the worst 
when in a precarious position. The old "What ifs" 
raise their head: "What if I have a flat tire?" or 
"What if I don't know anybody at the party?" So 
we don't go. In not going, we don't discover that 
we can learn how to change a tire. We don't get to 
meet some interesting people. An antidote for 
fear is the acronym False Evidence Appearing 
Real. Rarely does the worst happen! 
 
This acronym is personified in the story of Elijah 
and the widow. Had she not been willing to trust 
Elijah, she and her son would have surely per-
ished.  

 
Oh, that I might not fear, but place my trust in 
you, Gracious God.                 - Judy Schueneman  
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