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from Mary Lou Boyd…

I love you all!

I was born in 1928 in Haworth. I have lived in 5 houses in Haworth over I was born in 1928 in Haworth. I have lived in 5 houses in Haworth over 
the years.the years.

The first thing I remember was when my mother put me in the buggy with The first thing I remember was when my mother put me in the buggy with 
my brother Jim. She pushed us across the wooden bridge and down to the my brother Jim. She pushed us across the wooden bridge and down to the 
little white church every Sunday.little white church every Sunday.

I joined the church in April of 1941 with my I joined the church in April of 1941 with my 
Confirmation class.Confirmation class.

When Earle McCullough became our minister When Earle McCullough became our minister 
in 1948, he asked me to send out his first letter in 1948, he asked me to send out his first letter 
to the congregation. I became Church Clerk in to the congregation. I became Church Clerk in 
1954. I addressed over 200 envelopes.1954. I addressed over 200 envelopes.

Jesus says in the Bible “FOLLOW ME”. This has been my goal in life. Jesus Jesus says in the Bible “FOLLOW ME”. This has been my goal in life. Jesus 
is my Lord and Savior and he lives in my heart.is my Lord and Savior and he lives in my heart.

My greatest blessing in my life was Aubrey. God gave us 66 and a My greatest blessing in my life was Aubrey. God gave us 66 and a 
half years together.half years together.

In January ths year, I suffered a burst aneurysm which destroyed In January ths year, I suffered a burst aneurysm which destroyed 
my left kidney. I spent 5 weeks in rehab at Care One in Cresskill. I want to my left kidney. I spent 5 weeks in rehab at Care One in Cresskill. I want to 
thank you for your get well cards, visits, flowers and best wishes but mostly thank you for your get well cards, visits, flowers and best wishes but mostly 
for your prayers. May you continue to pray for my complete recovery. for your prayers. May you continue to pray for my complete recovery. 

Sunday, June 10th was a day of celebration as our  
dear Mary Lou Boyd has retired from 64+ years of service!

Over 60 people attended a lovely luncheon to honor Mary Lou for so many years of service to the church.  
To all accounts, she was overwhelmed, having no idea about the extent of the planned party. An album 
full of letters and cards, memories, well wishes and pictures was presented along with a monetary gift  
to thank her for all her many years of devotion to the church.  We will be forever in her debt for her many 
contributions, amazing memory and incredible historical knowledge. And above all, her kindness!

See next page for pictures of the occasion.
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Youth Sunday ~ June 10th
What a wonderful worship service our children delivered under 
the guidance of Christian Education Director Emma Nathanson, 
coordinated with visiting preacher, Phil Hess. The service opened with 
Welcoming Music performed by Blair Gardner and Jillian Montello 
on piano followed by the Welcome Message delivered by Brody 
Davis. Jillian performed the Prelude as her second  performance and 
the children’s choir sang In Heavenly Love. Kimi Quayle led the Call 
to Worship and Natalie Quayle read the Prayer of Confession. Jillian 
blessed us a third time on the organ and after Joys & Concerns, 
Announcements, Teacher Recognition and Acknowledgement 
of our two high school graduates, Justine Aiosa and Adam Eike, 
the Children’s Choir performed again. Emma announced that the 
children had painted water-themed crafts which were to be on 
sale at Coffee Hour. Proceeds will be sent to The United Way of 
Genesee County in Flint Michigan to help provide safe drinking 
water to residents who need it. The theme throughout the service 
was WATER. On the following pages is a simplified script tying in 
water, literally and figuratively in our faith and in our world through 
seven Bible stories which the children have learned this year. Phil 
Hess summed up our faith by relating the Triune Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit to 3 forms of water:  liquid, ice, and steam. Following the 
Bible stories, JT Fitzsimons, Georgia Fitzsimons and Kaitlyn Montello 
spoke about the importance of clean water worldwide, especially 
the current situation in Flint, Michigan. We were then blessed with 
the voices of Rachel and Sabrina Wilson in a beautifully sung duet 
for the Offertory. The closing Hymn was Somos El Barco and Brody 
pronounced the Benediction in a most solemn and dignified way. 
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The Creation Story —  
Maya Nathanson

In the beginning, when God created the universe,
the earth was formless and desolate. The raging 
ocean that covered everything was engulfed in total 
darkness, and the Spirit of God was moving over the 
water. Then God commanded, “Let there be light”—
and light appeared. God was pleased with what he 
saw. Then he separated the light from the darkness, 
and he named the light “Day” and the darkness 
“Night.” Evening passed and morning came—that 
was the first day.

Then God commanded, “Let there be a dome to 
divide the water and to keep it in two separate 
places”—and it was done. So God made a dome, 
and it separated the water under it from the water 
above it. He named the dome “Sky.” Evening passed 
and morning came—that was the second day.

Most of you have probably heard these words 
many times.  We are starting with these Bible 
verses because they show that water has been a 
critical part of life since the beginning. Today we 
will discuss the literal and figurative importance of 
water in our faith and in our world.

Following are the 7 Bible stories which the children presented plus the Flint, Michigan— 
indeed the WORLD—water issue which the children have made their mission.

Noah’s Ark —  
Blair Gardner

We all know the story of Noah’s Ark. God sent a 
flood to cover the earth. Noah was instructed to 
build an ark, and to take his family, along with pairs 
of animals, on board. Water covered the earth, 
destroying everything. At the end of the flood, the 
water receded and the world began again. God sent 
a rainbow as a sign of his promise to never send 
that type of destruction again.  
      This story shows the importance of water. God 
used water to purify the world. He also used water 
to send his promise because a rainbow can’t appear 
without water.
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Moses Parts the Red Sea —  
Kyle Quayle

In this story, Moses led the Jewish people out of 
slavery in Egypt. As they fled, they were pursued by 
soldiers. When they reached the Red Sea, God gave 
Moses the power to part the sea so that his people 
could escape. Once they crossed, the sea closed  
over the Egyptian army.
      Water is important in this story because it  
gave Moses and his people a way to escape and  
begin a new life.
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Jesus Turns Water Into Wine —  
Juliet & JJ Scherman

In this story, Jesus was at a wedding and the wine ran out. Jesus told the servants to fill large water jars with 
water. Then Jesus told then to put some in a cup and to take it to the director of the wedding. The man was 
shocked that what came from the jars was wine! 
      Water is important in this story because Jesus used it to perform one of his miracles. This helped people to 
understand that he was someone they should follow.



Page 6 THE SPIRE

Todd Marcus

Jesus Walks on Water —  
Ava Pavlos

Jesus sent his disciples out on the water in a boat in 
the middle of the night. It was a windy night and they 
were afraid. The disciples saw someone walking on 
water and thought it was a ghost. When they realized  
it was Jesus, they knew that they were witnessing  
a miracle. God could have made this miracle happen 
anywhere, but he chose to make it happen on the water. 
      Water is important in this story because it is  
the place God chose for a miracle.

The Woman at the Well —  
Hannah Nathanson

In this story, Jesus met a woman at a well. She was 
a Samaritan and usually Jews did not associate with 
Samaritans. Jesus spoke to her and asked her for a  
drink. She was surprised that Jesus talked to her.  
Jesus explained that what he had to offer her was
living water.
      In class, we talked about how living water is the  
faith that keeps you going through your life. This story 
shows us that water has a very important symbolic 
meaning in our religion.



Jesus Washes the  
Disciples’ Feet — 
Jillian Montello

In this story, Jesus knew it was getting close to the  
time he was going to die. He gathered his disciples 
around him and he put a towel around his waist. He 
washed his disciples’ feet. One of them tried to protest, 
but Jesus asked him to remember that Jesus humbled 
himself by acting like a servant and washing his  
disciples’ feet.  Water is important in this story because  
it cleansed the disciples and allowed Jesus to model  
how he wants us to behave to each other.
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Clean Water is 
Essential to Life

JT Fitzsimons

We are fortunate to have access to clean water.  
Clean water should not be taken for granted.  
As Christians, we should be good stewards of all  
natural resources, including water.

•  The World Health Organization says eighty  
percent of disease in developing countries is  
related to poor drinking water and sanitation.

•  The average distance a woman in Africa and  
Asia walks to collect water is 3.75 miles. The weight  
they carry on their heads is about 44 pounds.

•  Being able to wash our hands, get a drink, and  
use water for religious ceremonies is a privilege.
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Georgia Fitzsimons

In Matthew chapter 10, verses 40-42 it says, 

•  (40) Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me,  
and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the  
one who sent me.

•  (41) Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet  
will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever 
welcomes a righteous person as a righteous  
person will receive a righteous person’s reward.

•  (42) And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water  
to one of these little ones who is my disciple,  
truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose  
their reward.

Kaitlyn Montello

There is a situation in our own backyard where 
people don’t have access to good water. In Sunday 
school we learned about the water crisis in Flint, 
Michigan. In 2015, tests found that the water in Flint 
had high levels of lead. Lead can be very dangerous  
to people’s health and especially to children. The 
levels were attributed to a change in the water source 
being used by the city. For years now, people have had 
to use bottled water for cooking, drinking, bathing and 
brushing their teeth. In May, state officials said water 
is safe, but many residents are still nervous, and they 
still rely on bottled water. Our Sunday school would 
like to make a difference. The United Way of Genesee 
County has a dedicated water fund for people in Flint. 
All donations to that fund go to providing safe drinking 
water to residents who need it. When you leave the 
service today, you will see some crafts for sale. We 
made these water-themed items to raise money for  
a United Way donation.

It is clear from this message that we  
are responsible for providing resources 

to those in need. People need both  
literal water and figurative water, and 

providing them is one of the ways  
we can show our faith.



The Flint Water Fund
On April 7, 2018, following the MDEQ release of water quality data, the State of Michigan 

announced the discontinued resource of bottled water for Flint residents. The United Way of 

Genesee County (UWGC) believes everyone has a right to clean safe drinking water. The most 

sustainable and long-lasting source for Flint residents to access clean safe water, until all the 

pipes are replaced, is sink filter usage. The United Way encourages residents to contact CORE 

(810.238.6700) for filter education and replacement unit needs.

While UWGC encourages the use of filters, it also recognizes many residents rely on bottled 

water as their clean water source. Therefore, beginning April 9, 2018 the United Way of 

Genesee County will use all funds raised through its Flint Water Fund for the purchase and 

distribution of bottled water. (Previously, funds were used for the purchase and distribution of 

bottled water in addition to filters and cartridges.) United Way will use 100% of the funds for in addition to filters and cartridges.) United Way will use 100% of the funds for in addition

this purpose with no Administrative Fee assessed.

THE SPIRE Page 9



Your prayers are requested for…

>   Bob Robertson, Gena Pruitt, Rita’s friend; Megan Shaw, Tammy’s daughter; 
Jeanne Martin’s brother in law, Richard, in California; Paul Farber,  
Vince Aiosa, Ann Arrigo, Dan Taylor      

>   The children, families, and educators who were involved in the 
Paramus bus accident 

>  Everyone in our country affected by school shootings 

>  All victims of abuse, neglect, terrorism, weather extremes, any pain

>    The Refugee Resettlement Project and the families relocating to the USA

>  Peace in our country and around the world, our military and leaders
 

Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063) 24/7 with any request. 
We will keep you or your loved one on this prayer list for one month.  

If you would like your request to be continued,  
please contact the church office.

Did you know…
Starting in 1930, the church and ultimatetly Mary Lou Boyd have been obtaining bound volumes 
of our Sunday bulletins from LoGatto Bookbinding in East Rutherford. These volumes can be 
found in the lounge bookcase. For the past many years, Mary Lou has continued a strong relationship 
with LoGatto’s proprietor, Michael LoGatto and, following a recent write up in the Record, Mary Lou, 
always the historian, had sent a letter along with the newspaper article and a photo of our collection. 
The following is the reply she received:

Mrs. Boyd,
It is Michael from LoGatto Bookbinding. I received your letter along with the newspaper article 
and photo. I want to thank you for the acknowledgement and praise, sweet words for the article 
and the work we have done for the church over the years. It is nice to see a collection of books 
we bound for a long-time customer. All of it is truly appreciated. Please let others know, churches 
and people, of our services. Again, thank you and I hope to see you in the future.
Regards,  
Michael LoGatto
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Please help make summer #HungerFree!

Freddie Gray / community leaders mural

Martha’s Place graduate mural above poolEarly renovation work

YOU CAN MAKE SUMMER
#HUNGERFREE

FOR OUR YOUNG NEIGHBORS IN NEED.

SUMMER HUNGER LIVES IN
OUR NEIGHBORHOODS.

For some area parents, the summer
poses an even greater challenge to make

ends meet. Their children lose access
to school meals + they are faced 
with added childcare expenses.

We’re reaching out to you to help ease 
this extra stress. With your donation,  
we can purchase the food needed to

help keep summer #HungerFree.

#CFAHEROES
WWW.CFANJ.ORG | 201.569.1804 X25
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 1 Ann FayAnn Fay

 2 Jeanne MartinJeanne Martin

10 Jen ChinJen Chin

22 Dorothy BlakemanDorothy Blakeman

27 Rita Negrón MaslanekRita Negrón Maslanek

29 Frank Osmers IIIFrank Osmers III

July Birthdays

Build someone up.  
Put their insecurities to 

sleep. Remind them they’re 
worthy. Tell them they’re 
magical. Be light in a too 

often dim world.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

9 10 11

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

128 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22

29

23

30

24

31

25 26 27 28

July 2018 First Congregational UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST

FH:  Eleanor Norton Fellowship Hall (downstairs);   LG: Lounge (upstairs);   OFF:  O�ce

8 pm 
Toastmasters (Lounge)

8 pm 
Toastmasters (Lounge)

1:00 -6 pm  Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

1:00 -6 pm  Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

1:00 -6 pm  Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

1:00 -6 pm  Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

8 – 9 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting  
(Sanctuary)

8 – 9 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting  
(Sanctuary)

8 – 9 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting  
(Sanctuary)

8 – 9 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting  
(Sanctuary)

8 – 9 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting  
(Sanctuary)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

10:30 & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

Leadership Team Meeting 
following worship/coffee

10:30 am   Worship Service 
Phil Hess,  
Guest Preacher  

10:30 am   Worship Service 
Communion 
Rev. Jack Cuffari,  
Guest Preacher  

10:30 am   Worship Service 
Phil Hess, Guest Preacher  

10:30 am   Worship Service 
Rev. Jack Cuffari,  
Guest Preacher  

10:30 am   Worship Service 
Phil Hess,  
Guest Preacher  

Sunday Worship &  
CHURCH SCHOOL* ~ 10:30 am

ALL ARE WELCOME and invited to  
share coffee & fellowship downstairs  

in Fellowship Hall afterward.
*No church school or choir in summer months; both resume in September.

FOURTH of 
JULY

Office Closed

1pm –7 pm  Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)



First Congregational UCC

276 Haworth Avenue
Haworth, NJ 07641

201.384-1063
www.haworthucc.org

Christian Education Director
Emma Nathanson

Church Administrator 
Andrea McWhirr

Music Director
Dr. Olga Stepanova

Please send SPIRE  
submissions to  

ucchaworth@hotmail.com
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Happy




