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Dear ones,

As we begin this New Year 2018, I again want to thank you all for your generosity and support all year long 
and especially at Christmastime. I am humbled and overwhelmed and extremely grateful!  
 2017 has been a long and at times, arduous year. A year of disagreement and outright conflict and 
anger. A year of selfish words and actions by many. A year of uncertainty and fear. And also a year balanced 
by unexpected miracles, moments of extravagant blessings and joy, and moments of grace and love. Like 
each year before, each day brought its own new wonders and challenges. And always, in all days and in all 
ways, the opportunities to believe and live into our highest potential as brothers and sisters in faith.  
 We are called and blessed to serve one another, to bring peace, hope and comfort, and to know God’s 
surrounding and overarching love for all humanity, for creation, and for each and every one of us. May our 
hearts be opened, our hands ready to serve, and our minds filled with positivity! 
  
This coming year.....

“May the Lord Bless you and keep you.  
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you  
and be gracious unto you. 

May God give you grace not to sell yourselves short, 
Grace to risk something big for something good, 
Grace to remember that the world is now too 
dangerous for anything but truth, and too small for 
anything but love. 

May God take your minds and think through them. 
May God take your lips and speak through them.  
May God take your hands and work through them.  
May God take your hearts and set them on fire.”

 — the Rev. William Sloane Coffin, Yale Chaplain, 
Pastor of Riverside Church, NYC ,  
ordained by the Presbyterian Church, USA, granted standing in the UCC (1924 – 2006)

Abundant Blessings to all!

January 2018

“The object of a New Year is not that we should have a new year. It is that we should have a new soul  
and a new nose, new feet, a new backbone, new ears, and new eyes.”

  —G.K. Chesterton, English poet-essayist (1874-1936)
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7 New Year Resolutions Which Could Change Our World
 Ron Edmonson

Whether or not we make New Year resolutions, we could all stand to improve some things in 
our lives. And, if we do, I’m confident we could also improve the lives of others. In fact, with a 
whole lot of improving, it might become contagious, and we might just change the world.

Here are 7 New Year resolutions which could change the world:

1. Let’s resolve to begin every day with a prayer, a smile, and a humility check.
A 3 part checklist. What if we woke up every morning and began  
by talking to God — recognizing His power and asking Him to direct  
our steps; making sure our smile is our attitude and humbly entering  
the world, not expecting anything other than to be a blessing?  
It will require discipline, but how we begin a day almost  
always determines how we end one.

2. Let’s resolve to return evil with good.
It won’t be easy. In fact, it will be hard. A grudge or sarcastic  
remark seems so much more fulfilling in the moment. But,  
over time, it causes more harm than good — mostly to us — 
often even more than to “them”. Imagine your world when  
you influence others by how you don’t respond when they  
“push your buttons” the wrong way.

3. Let’s resolve to never let the sun go down on anger.
Anger emotions grow overnight. They blossom into more intense  
anger emotions. We may not be able to resolve all disagreements,  
but we can drop the right to get even and resolve to be at peace as  
much as it depends on us. We will awake with level ground to build better,  
healthier relationships with others. Oh, what a world it would be if we had less anger.

4. Let’s resolve to not use social media as a forum to bash others.
Or even as a forum, period. It divides people rather than bringing them together. Let’s resolve for a 
kinder, gentler Facebook — rant-free even — where we simply stalk, I mean check in on old friends. 
Let’s act like people. Real people may actually see what we write. And care. And, let’s post in a way 
which encourages and builds each other up, almost like what would be in the Bible somewhere. 

5. Let’s resolve to develop our patience muscle.
Wow! I put this one in the middle so maybe you would skip over it quickly. Just kidding. 
This is one I need — we all need. I’m not sure we can completely master it this year, but, with 
intentionality and Christ’s strength, we can keep getting better. What if we thought about the most 
common things which test our patience, such as the traffic on the drive home at night, and we asked 
God to help us deal with it before we experience it each time? Just a thought.

Continued on next page…



6. Let’s resolve to remember it’s not about us.
This one alone would surely change the world. What if we placed into our schema, into our immediate 
thought process, a simple understanding:  Other people matter just as we do? Does it make a difference 
when you think someone values you? Of course it does. What if we valued others and demonstrated that 
to them by how we treat them, what we say to them, our facial expressions, or even our thoughts toward 
them? Think it might change a few of our relational encounters this year? I think it might. Certainly 
seems worth trying.

7. Let’s resolve to listen more than we speak.
Ouch — if needed! It’s hard to value others when we are doing all the talking. (It’s also hard to hear 
from God.) It requires an act of humility when we remain silent at times we want to speak. Many 
times disagreements, arguments, even serious issues like 
prejudice or racism, have more to do with misunderstanding or 
miscommunication than anything. When we listen, we demonstrate 
value; but, it also guards the tongue, protects relationships, and  
we might actually learn something.

Of course, ultimately, the change the world needs is the Gospel, 
but who knows? Maybe if we change the way we treat others — 
including other believers — others might actually want to  
hear our Gospel.  I realize I’m simple-minded, but I do,  
henceforth, resolve.
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Resolutions continued from page 2…

Your prayers are requested for…

> Eric Johnson, Anita’s son; Corbin Fisher, Frank Hoefle, Pat Wood, 
Anita’s friend Chris, Paul Farber, Tania Grady, Patty Teagno, 
a dear friend of Rose Pero’s; Vince Aiosa, Josh Eike, David Leang, 
a friend of Liz Marcus; Erica and Family, Dee; Gregory Delgado, 
Sandra DeLorenzo, Tom Meyer, Robert Kanwisher’s Family, Ann 
Arrigo, Bob Duchacek, Dan Taylor, Anne McCullaugh.

> The victims and families of attacks in the US and in the world

> All victims of abuse, neglect, terrorism, weather extremes, any pain 

> The Refugee Resettlement Project and the families relocating to the USA

>  Peace in our country and around the world, our military and leaders 

Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063) 24/7 with any request.
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Annual Meeting is February 4 — You’re invited!

Please mark your calendars! The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, 
February 4th after worship. Your presence will be greatly appreciated!

T
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38)

For indeed, the journey to generosity is the way of Jesus.      

TheWayof Jesus

TheWayof Jesus

Journey to Generosity 

Journey to Generosity 

Matthew 9:35-10:23

Stewardship Sunday ~ January 7
Many have already turned in their 2018 pledge cards received 
with Rev. Lauri’s Christmas letter, but the official Commitment 
Sunday as a part of worship will be Epiphany Sunday, the 7th.
     God has done, and continues to do remarkable things through 
us and with us — things that matter in our community! Our 
prayers and our participation are keys to helping us advance 
further on the pathway of discipleship. We know that when the 
early church gathered, they did so with glad and generous hearts 
and that there was no need among them (Acts 2and that there was no need among them (Acts 2and that there was no need among them ( ). We desire such 
a spirit of true community to be among us now. We look forward 
to considering what it means for us to be on a “Journey of 
Generosity,” as we seek to be faithful disciples in this place. 
Thank you for walking together as a part of Haworth UCC as 
we strive to build a healthy future.



Make a Joyful Noise AND help 
The Center for Food Action
Alice Marcus

Mission accomplished.  On December 2, 2017, 

nine wonderful jazz musicians graced our church 

with joyful music, including biblical drums and 

cymbals, not to mention seven other instruments. 

The monies collected for admission to this concert 

were sent to the Center for Food Action, a lovely 

total of $1,245.

          Todd Marcus brought his nine jazz musicians 

for the third time performing in our church as a fund raiser.  As an audience, we were the first to hear Todd’s 

new compositions. I heard a lot of amused comments about the one called  ‘Cairo Street Scene’ which 

sounded like traffic was actually in the church.  Fun!
          Thank you all for participating. If you received an individual thank you letter from the CFA, it is because 

your check was made out to them. If you did not receive a letter but heard that others did, it is because we 

consolidated the cash and checks made out to Haworth UCC.

Christmas Is…
as always, a special time for  

children and adults alike,  

combining a potluck lunch,  

crafts, and cookie can  

decorating for another  

Christmas Mission project. 
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What a glorious and fun time we shared with some of the residents and staff at the Atrium in 
Park Ridge, NJ on Sunday, December 17th!  

With no practice, we just picked up the song books Suzanne had brought and started singing as 
we walked up and down the hallways of two of the floors of the Post Acute facility! The staff were 
welcoming and very helpful and the residents seemed to love seeing us and loved being a part of 
singing along with us.  

One staff member asked us to come to a large activity room to sing for the people gathered there. 
Many were in wheelchairs and looking sad, but when we began to sing, their heads raised, their 
eyes lit up and most of them began to sing along and smile. WOW! The power of music and  
human compassion!  

Thanks to Darlene, Rachel, Sabrina, Jen, Leigh, Blair, Leigh’s dad, Bob, Nancy and our fabulous ‘leader’ 
Suzanne who tried admirably to help us start (at least) on the same note! Haha!

I am so grateful that we had this opportunity to ‘live out’ our faith in yet another way with others! 

What a blessing it was!
In faith, revljc

Caroling at the Atrium in Park Ridge

In faith, revljc
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Cookies, Cookies, Cookies…
As is tradition, coffee cans were decorated by the children  
at Christmas Is… (42 of them; cans, that is), then filled with 
home baked cookies—thank you to everyone who contributed— 
by Rose, Carol and the Playgroup moms. Nick Montello then took  
thirty-six cans to the The Children’s Shelter in Teterboro. Mary Lou 
Boyd took four to Haworth homebound senior citizens, and LeeLee, 
Rose’s longtime friend and Playgroup 
partner, took the remaining two cans 
to two elderly ladies she knows, also 
homebounds in their nineties.

The Christmas Elves were at it again. Rachel and The Christmas Elves were at it again. Rachel and T
Sabrina carried all the cartons of decorations up to 
the sanctuary after Jeff and Dean unearthed them 
from storage. Jan set up the Advent wreath and Emma 
decorated it with fresh greens. Jen, Jan and Carol 
researched and purchased a new tree for the sanctuary 
which will be more user friendly. Much as we enjoyed 
inserting and fluffing each branch on the old one, they 

are fixed on this one and will need minimal fluffing, hence less time consuming. It 
was an anonymous donation to the church. Rev. Lauri and husband Bob set it up and 
Bob proceeded to do all the high work:  hanging the banners, garlands and the large 
wreath. They also hung the wreaths flanking the parking lot entrance. Rose and her 
granddaughters, Gwen and Aidan did the initial fluffing of the big tree, arranged the 
lights and star, and also set up the creche. Rachel and Sabrina decorated the garlands 
and hung the wreaths on the front doors. Rose arranged the pew decorations. Many 
members and friends contributed the poinsettias and Christine and Jan arranged 
them. The mitten tree went up early and was quickly adorned with many caps, scarves 
and mittens, both handmade and purchased. They were delivered to Eva’s Village in 
Paterson and a second round was ready to go before Christmas. Many thanks to all 
who helped make our church shine.
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The Christmas Elves
Jan Farrington



Greetings and best wishes for a happy, healthy and peaceful new year. 

No doubt many are exhausted from the hustle and bustle of the holidays and looking forward to the lull of 
the months ahead, though not necessarily of the frigid cold. Thankfully, however, we are fortunate to live 
in comfortably heated homes and have warm clothing and accessories to protect us from the unforgiving 
cold. Our pantries are well-equipped even after feasting upon too many meals.  But as you know, that is not 
the case for many in nearby communities and beyond. While we can’t solve all of the problems in this very 
troubled world, every little bit we can do to help alleviate someone’s suffering makes 
a difference.  From supporting the Bergen County Center for Food Action, donating 
items to those affected by natural disasters and giving to our five special mission 
offerings, to everything else in between, your generosity and caring continues to 
touch the lives of people in need not only in New Jersey, but also in Maryland, Texas, 
Puerto Rico, Africa and other parts of the United States and the world.  

The second harvest of our Mitten Tree on New Year’s Eve produced an even larger 
crop than the first.  These fruits, some of which were beautifully crafted, will be 
delivered to Eva’s Kitchen in Paterson in the coming weeks. They include:   
five pairs of socks, six scarves, twenty pairs of gloves, and twenty-nine hats.

Our Christmas Offering total thus far is $1,713 to be divided equally among the  
following three not-for-profit worthy recipients:

 >  The UCC Christmas Fund (aka, Veterans of the Cross) —  
to assist UCC retired clergy in need throughout the  
United States

 >  Martha’s Place — a recovery program for women 
overcoming drug addiction and homelessness in 
Baltimore, Maryland 

 >  Ryder Memorial Hospital in Puerto Rico – for needs in  
their pediatric unit. Ryder has a long and strong connection  
to the UCC. 

 We’ve decided to leave the Mitten Tree up for a while longer to see if it will produce more fruit.  
This time you are encouraged to bring socks and leggings for all ages. It’s going to be a cold, cold 
winter and your donations will help keep some feet toasty warm. More hats, gloves and scarfs will  
also be welcome. I think we need to rename the Mitten Tree.  Email your suggestions to me at  
renm@optonline.net.  We’ll choose the name most frequently suggested.  

And finally, please join us for a River Cruise on Friday, January 12 at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
with Leslie and Al MacPherson. Journey with them during their video presentation of their recent 
vacation throughout Europe. Refreshments will be served.

Bon Voyage,
Rita
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Mission Outreach and Social Action (MOSA) 
Rita Negrón Maslanek, Chairperson
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Jared’s Boxes
Rev. Lauri

On Wednesday afternoon, December 20th, 
Emma and her girls, Hannah and Maya,  
Nancy Sierra and I took the 14 completed  
Jared boxes to Valley Hospital for distribution. 
We were warmly greeted by Liz Tortorella, 
Director of Volunteer Services who helped us 
load the boxes onto a cart and take them to 
the Pediatrics Unit of the Hospital.  
     We were then able to present them to the 
Pediatrics Unit nurses, have a picture taken, 
and even give one box to a very sick little girl 
and her family.  Emma’s girls handed the box to 
the little girl’s grandmother and her mom was 
overcome with gratitude. 
 A beautiful and poignant moment.  

Our new Christmas Mission brings  
warm smiles all around!

Thanks for your support as we,  
once again, shared some of the 

many blessings God has  
bestowed upon us! 
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A Peaceable Season
Jen Chin

As I write, it’s December 21st, the shortest day and longest night of the year, better known as the 
“Winter Solstice”. Being so close to Christmas Day and surrounded by Chanukah on one side and 
Kwanzaa on the other, the entire holiday season could well be thought of as “Christmastime”.

And Christmastime belongs to everyone, whether religious or not. It represents a time of light and 
warmth brought into the world. As the sun provides vitamin D for the body, Christmastime provides  
a spiritual lift of the soul.

Rev. Lauri has designated today, December 21st as a special day among others to devote ourselves  
to “doing something to help bring about peace and the wholeness and fullness of everything good 
into our world.“ In other words,  “Let’s give peace a chance!”
 
This is a special day for me personally as well because my younger son was born December 21st  
and would have turned 50 years old today had he lived. Ironically, he had tried twice to join the  
Peace Corps but sadly, had been rejected both times. Though his heart was certainly in the right  
place, all peace and kindness, his skills (musical) were not needed, despite his love of nature  
and having spent a summer in the Iowa corn fields, cross-pollenating corn.

Years ago, when we were about to enter the Gulf War, my older son (living in Boston at the time)  
was ready to enlist and go to war while my younger son was down in Washington DC, marching  
for peace. Go figure. Two brothers. So very opposite.

I’d like to think they BOTH would be praying for peace in the world today, however, and an end  
to all the senseless destruction for…WHAT??  I have yet to comprehend much of humanity’s  
apparent penchant for violence and total disregard for LIFE in any form.

This Christmastime, I pray for peace and understanding and that God’s warmth and light may be 
instilled in us all, all year round and always.



     HOW YOU SAY THINGS and  
WHAT you say…

A blind boy sat on the steps of a building with  
a hat by his feet. He held up a sign which said:   
“I am blind, please help.”  There were only a  
few coins in the hat.

A man was walking by. He took a few coins  
from his pocket and dropped them into the hat. 
He then took the sign, turned it around, and 
wrote some words. He put the sign back so  
that everyone who walked by would see the  
new words.

Soon the hat began to fill up. A lot more people were giving money to the blind boy.  
That afternoon the man who had changed the sign came to see how things were. The 
boy recognized his footsteps and asked, “Were you the one who changed my sign this 
morning? What did you write?”

The man said, “I only wrote the truth. I said 
what you said but in a different way.” I wrote: 
“Today is a beautiful day but I cannot see it.”

Both signs told people that the boy was blind.  
But the first sign simply said the boy was  
blind. The second sign told people that they 
were so lucky that they were not blind.   
Should we be surprised that the second  
sign was more effective? 

Moral of the Story:
Be thankful for what you have. 
Be creative. Be innovative. 
Think differently and positively. 
When life gives you 100 reasons to cry, show life 
that you have 1,000 reasons to smile and face your 
past without regret. Just think God is Near! 

God Bless you and your family. The most beautiful 
thing to see is a person smiling. And even more 
beautiful is knowing that you are the reason 
behind it!

Be kind to others. Be thankful for your blessings.  
Have regard for those around you. Do not sweat the small stuff! 
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Be kind whenever possible. 
It is always possible.

Dalai Lama

KINDNESS CALENDAR  —  JANUARY 2018
THURSDAYMONDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

ACTION FOR HAPPINESS www.actionforhappiness.org

Do something 
helpful for a 

friend or family 
member

Give a 
compliment to as 
many people as 
possible today

Thank people 
who do things for 
you but you may 
take for granted

Get outside 
into nature and 
feed the birds 

today

Forgive
someone and 
look for their 
good points

Do a 
good deed to 

bring a smile to 
someone’s day

Be kind to YOU:
Take a walk and 
focus on nature’s 

beauty

Offer to take a 
friend’s dog out 
for a nice walk

Give someone 
your place in a 
queue (in a shop 

or in traffic)

Call a relative 
who is far away 
to say hello and 

have a chat

Find ways to 
be kind to 

yourself today

Turn off digital 
devices and really 
listen to people

Give money to a 
good cause

Leave some 
money (with a 
happy note) for 

someone

Pay it 
forward: pay for 
a stranger’s hot 
drink in a cafe

Make a card or 
decoration for 

someone special

Take some 
supplies to a local 

animal shelter

Try out 
the art of 

positive gossiping

Cook an extra 
meal and surprise 
someone with it

Pick up litter 
or leaves in 
your local 

neighborhood

Say something 
positive to 

everyone you 
meet today

Buy some extra 
items and donate 
them to a local 

food bank

Give clothes, 
blankets or toys 
to others who 
may need them

Do an act of 
kindness to help 
an older person

Offer hugs to 
your loved ones 

and friends

Make some 
homemade gifts 
to give to friends 

and family

Leave a happy 
note for someone 

else to find

Give money for 
each bed in your 

house to a 
homeless charity

Count how many 
people you smile 

at today

Encourage 
others to practice 
kindness: Share 
this calendar

Plan what 
EXTRA acts of 

kindness you will 
do in 2018

HAPPY NEW YEAR — 2018
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“I f there is any kindness  
I can show, or any good  

thing I can do to any fellow 
being, let me do it now, and 

not deter or neglect it, as  
I shall not pass this  

way again.”

—William Penn
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Birthdays in January

  12 Edna Panbakker

  27 Bob Duchacek

God doesn’t want 
you just to GO  
to church, God  
wants you to  
BE the church!



UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

276 HAWORTH AVE., HAWORTH, NJ 07641
201.384.1063      www.haworthucc.org

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
January 2018
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The Rev. Leslie Schenk, pastor of  
Plymouth Congregational UCC, Madison, Wisconsin




