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Dear Family of Faith,

Doesn’t it seem like just yesterday was Christmas and New Year’s day? Here we are almost to  
Ash Wednesday!  The time is just flying by and this year especially! As most of you know already,  

Ash Wednesday is February 14th. A colleague of mine said it best  
when he said he “likes the fact that Lent begins on Valentine’s Day.  
If anything, the days of Lent are a time to be schooled, once again,  
in the ways of love; love that takes us from devotion to one another  
all the way to God’s devotion to us and our devotion to God. At their  
best, Lenten days are a time when we are taken apart, our lives  
examined under the light of love, and then put back together  
a bit better than we were before.” Isn’t that a great way to approach  
this new season of the church year—as a time to take apart and examine  
all that we have and have been and then put ourselves back together  
in a new and more loving way? 

          One way we will hope for this dialogue to continue as to who we are and whose we are, might  
be through reading together the book A Bigger Table (see page 4) and offer to host a conversation about 
a portion of the book sometime during Lent in your home. I hope that we can find 2 or 3 different days/
evenings when we can gather in different locations and look through the lens of the author of this book 
and see if his ideas apply or can assist us in our own spiritual growth. In early April, the author of the 
book will be speaking at our sister UCC church in Park Ridge. Details to follow! Exciting opportunities! 
          Also, this year during Lent I have decided to try something new as well. Many of you know  
that I traditionally follow the New Revised Common Lectionary for weekly readings in worship.  
In 2010, a new lectionary study format was designed called the Narrative Lectionary.  The following 
explains the Narrative Lectionary. Beginning in February, we will be studying the miracle stories  
of Jesus as presented in the Gospel of John. I look forward to this new way of exploring the familiar 
Biblical stories and hope that it is helpful to you as well. See you in worship! 

Blessings to all! 

The Narrative Lectionary is a four-year cycle of readings. On the Sundays from September through 
May each year, the texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, from Creation through the early 
Christian church. The texts show the breadth and variety of voices within Scripture. They invite people 
to hear the stories of Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the prophets, Jesus, and Paul. Listening to  
the many different voices within Scripture enriches preaching and the life of faith. The texts include  
the major episodes in Scripture. They are arranged in a narrative sequence to help people see 
Scripture as a story that has coherence and a dynamic movement.



From September to mid-December, the preaching texts begin with the early chapters of Genesis and  
move through the stories of Israel’s early history, the exodus, the kings, the prophets, exile and return.

	 •			From	Christmas	to	Easter	there	is	sustained	reading	of	one	of	the	four	gospels.

	 •		From	Easter	to	Pentecost	the	texts	are	chosen	from	Acts	and	Paul’s	letters.

	 •			Texts	were	selected	that	lead	well	to	the	proclamation	of	what	God	is	doing.	The	stories	tell	
of hope and disappointment, suffering and redemption. In all these varied contexts, we find 
God dealing with the complexities of human life. Stories from the gospels differ each year, 
avoiding repetition and highlighting what is distinctive about each gospel’s telling of the story 
of Jesus.

	 •			The	Church	Year	helped	to	shape	the	flow	of	the	Narrative Lectionary. Old Testament readings 
move through the story of God’s dealings with Israel and culminate in Advent with the 
prophets who speak of longing and hope. Readings from the gospels fit the movement 
from	Christmas	and	Epiphany	to	the	Transfiguration,	Ash	Wednesday,	Holy	Week	and	Easter.	
Selections from the book of Acts and Paul’s letters trace the outward movement of the 
resurrection message, culminating on Pentecost, with readings focusing on the Spirit.

	 •			The	Narrative	Lectionary	was	initiated	by	Profs.	Rolf	Jacobson	and	Craig	Koester	of	Luther	
Seminary, in partnership with congregations across North America. The experiment began in 
2010 and continues to grow.

Why create this lectionary?

	 •			Though	the	Revised Common Lectionary has united the church in its reading of scripture  
and has given much-needed structure, it doesn’t present scripture—especially the Old 
Testament—in a way that helps people to become fluent in the first language of faith.  
The Narrative Lectionary is an attempt to take nine months to do just that.

Once again, I wish to thank you all for your generous gift to  
Bob and me at Christmastime! We are overwhelmed and want 
you to know how grateful we both are for it! A portion of it will 
be donated to a favorite charity of mine in honor of all of you!   
Thank you so much!  I am humbled!
Abundant blessings and love,
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Annual Meeting is February 4 — You’re invited!

Please mark your calendars! The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, 
February 4th, following worship. We will share a potluck lunch. At the meeting, new officers 
and department members will be elected, the budget will be presented and voted upon, and 

other church business will be discussed. Copies of the 2017 Annual Report and Proposed 
Budget for 2018 are available in the Narthex. Please plan to attend and give the above 
agenda your thoughtful consideration. Your presence will be greatly appreciated.  

If you are unable to attend but would like copies of the Annual Report and Proposed Budget, 
please call the office (201.384.1063) and copies will be set aside for you.

Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day  
go hand in hand this year!

No promises of flowers or chocolate, but won’t you please join us 
in loving fellowship as we kick off Lent with an Ash Wednesday 

Simple Soup Supper in Fellowship Hall? The meal is planned  
for 6:30 pm and will be provided by Carol Stegall and Jen Chin. Come,  

even if late! An Ash Wednesday Worship Service with Rev. Lauri will 
follow in the Sanctuary. A second soup supper is planned for March 7th.

L E N T — Let’s End Negative Thinking
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No one likes to eat alone;  to approach a table filled with people, only to be told that despite the 

open chairs there isn’t room for you is hurtful. The rejection stings. It leaves a mark. Yet this is exactly 

what the church has been saying to far too many people for far too long:  “You’re not welcome here. 

Find someplace else to sit.” How can we extend unconditional welcome and acceptance in a world 

increasingly marked by bigotry, fear, and exclusion? Pastor John Pavlovitz invites readers to join him on 

the journey to find or build a church that is big enough for everyone. He speaks clearly into the heart of 

the issues the Christian community has been earnestly wrestling with:  LGBT inclusion, gender equality, 

racial tensions, and global concerns. A Bigger Table:  Building Messy, Authentic, and Hopeful Spiritual 

Community asks if organized Christianity can find a new way of faithfully continuing the work Jesus 

begun two thousand years ago, where everyone gets a seat. Pavlovitz shares moving personal stories and 

his careful observations as a pastor to set the table for a new, more loving conversation on these and 

other important matters of faith. He invites us to build the “bigger table” Jesus imagined, practicing 

radical hospitality, total authenticity, messy diversity, and agenda-free community.

          Per Rev. Lauri, this book might be something we, as a congregation might like to explore as a 

Lenten study project. The book is available online at Amazon.com for $11.68 in paperback form,  

$7.93 Kindle. If you are interested in joining a group reading, please speak to Rev. Lauri.

Lenten Reading!
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Mission Moment
  Rita Negrón Maslanek
  SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2017

Last week, while going through my files, I stumbled upon an essay written by my daughter, Robin,  
in 1992 while she was an undergraduate student.  I want to share it with you because it is as relevant  
today as when she wrote it.  

She writes:  
The apartment was pleasant at midday.  Sun came through the two windows in the children’s bedroom 
and the rays fell like a spotlight upon the bed where a little girl sat with her mother.  “Nariz,” her mother 
said pointing to her nose.  “Nariz,” repeated the little girl obediently.  “Ojos,” the woman then said as  
she widened her eyes.  “Ojos,” echoed the child.  This would continue until all visible body parts had  
been	translated	from	English	to	Spanish.		Only	then	was	the	child	free	to	go	back	to	her	playing,	and	
today she chose to rehearse the Russian song her father’s mother had taught her.  Grandma was to 
visit on Sunday, and this performance could be nothing short of stellar.  “Don’t sing that song in school, 
Robin,” warned her grandmother.  “It’s a communist work song and a man named McCarthy once made 
hell for a lot of people by accusing them of being Reds.”  She sang it freely anyway for her father told  
her this McCarthy guy was dead and she had nothing to worry about.  

It is now fifteen years later and my Spanish is not as proficient as it should be and I never got a chance 
to learn Russian, but coming from a culturally mixed background allows for opportunities and insights 
many other people may not have access to.  My mother is from Puerto Rico and my father’s family is 
from	Eastern	Europe,	so	I	guess	that	makes	me	an	“Euro-Rican.”		As	an	Euro-Rican,	I	have	gotten	to	 
meet people from many parts of the world.  Dinners at our house sometimes resembled a rainbow 
coalition.		Guests	might	include	friends	and	family	originally	from	Germany,	Peru,	Egypt,	Central	
America, Yugoslavia, Holland, and Puerto Rico, as well as African American friends and first-generation 
Russians, Poles and Chinese. Then there was my mom’s aunt, a lesbian, accompanied by her longtime 
Greek partner.  

Not only did my parents expose me to a very exotic salad of family and friends, I also grew up in an 
ethnically and racially mixed neighborhood.  F. Scott Fitzgerald dubbed Queens, “the valley of ashes,”  
in The Great Gatsby.  I was born and lived in Jackson Heights until age twelve.  It was quite the valley  
of diversity.  Many of my own friends were Jewish or Asian. I attended my first Seder at age five, and  
at birthday parties, ethnic food was usually served in place of the usual kiddie stuff.  Many activities  
were interrupted so my friend, Inas, who was a Muslim, could say her afternoon prayers.  
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I would be dishonest to say that I never saw examples of racist behavior as a child, since this pretty 
picture I  have painted began to chip and its colors dulled as I got older.  At age 12, we moved to 
Rockland County.  We have all heard the term, “culture shock.”  I suffered what I have come to call,  
“lack of culture shock.”  I live in a predominately white town with a smattering of minorities allowed in 
for appearances. In all fairness, this is true in other towns as well, but for the most part, minorities in  
the County live apart in their own communities.  

The	majority	of	my	friends	now	are	white,	many	of	them	Jewish;		one	is	a	Korean	and	two	others	are	
Black. I met my two Black friends in college seven years after moving to Rockland. I have no Hispanic 
friends.  I now hear the ‘N’ word used freely, even by supposedly well-educated individuals. About 
two years ago at a party, an acquaintance used the word, spic, in front of me and after realizing I was 
half Puerto Rican, feebly tried to make me feel better by saying that I wasn’t one of them. One of what?  
What was I, and what was I not?

To imply that I am devoid of prejudices would be a lie, but I do recognize this as being wrong and work 
on it.  Unfortunately, we are victims of a society that feeds on false fears, that would rather reject than 
accept those who are different and who assassinates individuals who fight for equality and change. 
Colleges are mandating diversity courses so we can learn to respect each other.  This is wonderful, but 
I wish that people could be genuine in their conversations about diversity for it offers richness in each 
and every way and is what this nation was built on. We are a nation of immigrants who came, and still 
come, seeking a better life. This rich tapestry of different colors, languages and traditions is what makes  
this country great.  

Robin Maslanek

1992



About the UCC 3 GREAT LOVES Initiative
The United Church of Christ has a vision of a just world for all. In this world, all are welcomed, 
everyone is loved and justice is inherent. The 3 Great Loves is the denomination’s opportunity  
to express how our Love of Neighbor, Love of Children, and Love of Creation work together  
to address the inequities in our current world.

Beginning at Synod 2017 and ending  
at Synod 2019, through the lens of the  
3 Great Loves, the United Church of  
Christ, in its many settings of ministry,  
will discern and lift up how we act upon 
these 3 Great Loves. As we do so, we will 
tell the story of how we are impacting and 
transforming the world, as covenantal  
partners united in common purpose  
and mission.

During these two years, there will be will be moments of special invitation to participate in this 
denomination-wide undertaking. One by one, we will focus on each of the 3 Great Loves in 
service to our communities.
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Known and Loved 
It is something to think of ourselves as being knit 
in our mother’s womb, as if we were put together 
strand by strand. Sounds a lot like DNA doesn’t it? 
We are knit by intricate design with given bedrock 
characteristics, like blue eyes or a “natural” grace. 
The psalmist wants us to know this:  God has 
intimate knowledge of who we are—a knowledge 
that is deep and touching as it fills us with awe. This 
God who knows each of us this way is continually 
wanting us to get to know each other. The biblical 
world is replete with stories about God introducing 
us to distant and near cousins born also by that same 

knitting in gestation.“ Here,” the God who knows us all might say, if we imagined a prosy God, 
“here is your cousin, Ali;  he is like you and different from you; I think you should know each 
other.”  
        It’s a good thing to welcome strangers and provide hospitality to the foreigners among us. 
Not only is it a good thing but it is God’s desire for us that we know each other and recognize our 
shared humanness.

— from the January 14, 2018 Sunday worship bulletin



“Agape is understanding, creative, redemptive goodwill toward 
all men. Agape is an overflowing love which seeks nothing in return. 

Theologians would say that it is the love of God operating in the human 
heart. When you rise to love on this level, you love all men not because 
you like them, not because their ways appeal to you, but you love them 

because God loves them.”

— Martin Luther King, Jr.

Y   In every community, there is work to be done.

          Y   In every nation, there are wounds to heal.

                    Y   In every heart, there is the power to do it.

 —MARIANNE WILLIAMSON

Illustration by JAMES YANG, from the Southern Poverty Law Center’s Teaching Tolerance publication, issue #36, Fall, 2009
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Our sympathy… 

Bob Duchacek of Everett, Massachusetts passed away on November 30, 2017, surrounded by  
family and friends. Bob is survived by his wife, Ana Lucia Duchacek, his sister, Carol Gyllenhoff  
and several nieces and nephews. 

Bob was a very special person—brilliant, kind, funny, a little eccentric, caring and dedicated  
to our church. He was an important member of our church and very much loved by all of us.  

Bob has been described as a gentleman in the true sense of the word; he was humble and  
self-effacing, generous in his estimation of others. A person of unusual intelligence, he was  
nicknamed The Brainiac within his family. To many in Everett, he was known simply as Uncle Bob. 

While at Pennsylvania State University, Bob had joined R.O.T.C. and after graduating in 1964 with  
a BA in English, was sent to Korea. Perhaps that is where his fascination of and affinity for foreign  
languages began to flourish. He was discharged in 1966 with the rank of Captain.

Bob began his career as an editor at Prentice Hall Publishing in Englewood Cliffs, NJ. He then 
worked as a manuscript copy editor in the Boston area and finally, in retirement, became involved 
with La Comunidad, a local non-profit which aids Spanish-speaking immigrants. He functioned  
as a translator of legal documents, often assisting clients at court hearings. His contacts with  
office workers and clients were a source of major fulfillment and enriched his life immensely.

Bob’s mother, Mildred Duchacek, lived in Dumont and was a long-standing member of our church. 
Even though Bob had long since moved to Massachusetts, almost every weekend, for years, 
he would travel all the way down to New Jersey to visit his mother and attend church. His faithful  
attendance via Chinese bus, subway, NJ Transit bus and walking will always be a topic of wonder, 
admiration and awe. He is very much missed as a fellow worshipper and friend. A Memorial Garden  
burial of Bob’s ashes is tentatively planned for sometime in the Spring.

May you rest in peace, Bob.

Robert Milam Duchacek
January 27, 1943 – November 30, 2017
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The Presbyterian Church in Norwood, being cited as raising more than half of the total,  
responded  “…half the funds we raised were from walkers and their sponsors. The other half  
was a match from our  ‘Mission Investment Fund,’  which was established decades ago with  
a single, large donation from a late member who cared about mission. Matches are an  
effective mechanism to encourage giving.”

As for our congregation contributing the least, we had no walkers, and indeed only joined  
the effort at the eleventh hour. A small collection was taken up at one Sunday coffee hour  
and rushed right away to Rev. Doster. All things considered, we did pretty well for a  
45-minute collection!

With a little more effort next year, hopefully we can be on board at the start and have  
participating WALKERS among us as well! 

CONGREGATION TOWN TOTAL

1st Congregational UCC Haworth $    260.00

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Harrington Park 1,425.00

St. Luke’s Episcopal Haworth —

Tenafly Presbyterian Tenafly 1,980.00

Prince of Peace Old Tappan 700.00

Presbyterian Church of Norwood Norwood 7,626.00

Old North Reformed Dumont 715.00

Community Church Harrington Park 1,829.00

TOTAL  $14,985.00

The 2017 CROP Walk
Final 2017 CROP results have been received from Rev. Bill Doster and are as follows:
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Your prayers are requested for…

>    Mary Lou Boyd, Eric Johnson, Anita’s son; Corbin Fisher, Frank 
Hoefle, Pat Wood, Anita’s friend Chris, Paul Farber, Tania Grady, 
Patty Teagno, a dear friend of Rose Pero’s; Vince Aiosa, Josh Eike, 
David Leang, a friend of Liz Marcus; Erica and Family, Dee; Gregory 
Delgado, Sandra DeLorenzo, Tom Meyer, Robert Kanwisher’s Family, 
Ann Arrigo, Dan Taylor

>    The victims and families of attacks in the US and in the world

>  All victims of abuse, neglect, terrorism, weather extremes, any pain 

>  The Refugee Resettlement Project and the families relocating to the USA 
>   Peace in our country and around the world, our military and leaders 

Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063) 24/7 with any request.

Please notify the church office when:

]  You or a family member is sick or in the hospital

]   When a family member has passed away

]    You are planning a meeting or scheduling  
an event, so it can be placed on the Church  
calendar

]  You want to arrange for a Baptism or Wedding

]    Your telephone number or address has changed  
or you will be moving, locally or out of town

]  You feel the Church can help you in any way

Reminder   —  Hospital Stays
Federal law restricts the disclosure of patient 
information by hospitals. As a result, the pastor  
and church office may not know that a member  
of the church has been admitted to the hospital.  
If you are hospitalized and would like to notify  
the pastor, it is important that you (or a family 
member or friend), inform the church office as  
soon as possible at 201-384-1063. Hospitals  
can no longer provide this information to us.
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Birthdays in February
  6 Jan Farrington

17 Rose Pero

18 Alice Marcus

SAVE THAT STUFF!
Upcoming Fundraiser

The Haworth Library will be again be 
sponsoring a townwide Garage/Yard sale.  

As last year’s sale was so successful, the church 
will no doubt participate again this year. With 

that in mind, start saving all those things you’re 
not going to use but  just can’t quite throw 

away. Remember: One person’s trash  
is another one’s treasure! Thursday, February 1st 

11:45 am ~ Fellowship Hall
“I’ve kept it all these years...”

We all have items we’ve maybe 
inherited or kept from our  

childhood for a very long time. 
February’s program  

will be a “Show & Tell” sharing  
of these always interesting items.

All are welcome to attend!  
Bring a sandwich to share.  
Dessert will be provided. 

Fellowship



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

5 6 7

1

25 26 27 28 1 2 3

8

2

4 9

3

10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

February 2018 First Congregational UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST

FH:  Eleanor Norton Fellowship Hall (downstairs);   LG: Lounge (upstairs);   OFF:  O�ce

8 pm 
Toastmasters (Lounge)

8 pm 
Toastmasters (Lounge)

1:00 -6 pm  Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

10:30 am    Worship Service 

1:00 -6 pm  Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

10:30 am    Worship Service 

1:00 -6 pm  Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

10:30 am    Worship Service 

Sunday Worship &  
CHURCH SCHOOL* ~ 10:30 am

ALL ARE WELCOME and invited to  
share coffee & fellowship downstairs  

in Fellowship Hall afterward.
* Child care available.  No church school summer months;  resumes September.  

Choir Rehearsals:  9:15 am Sundays ONLY September–June

8 – 9 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting (Sanctuary)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

8 – 9 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting (Sanctuary)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

8 – 9 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting (Sanctuary)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

8 – 9 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting (Sanctuary)

10:30 am  
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 am  
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 am  
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 am  
Music Together  (FH)

1:00 -6 pm  Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

10:30 am  Worship Service  
Communion

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

10:00 am
Music Together  (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

10:00 am
Music Together  (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

10:00 am
Music Together  (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

10:00 am
Music Together  (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)
9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 
4:15 pm
Music Together  (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

4:15 pm
Music Together  (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

4:15 pm
Music Together  (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)
9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

4:15 pm
Music Together  (FH)

12 Noon – 3 pm
Activities Unlimited (FH)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

10:30 am & 4:30 pm
Music Together  (FH)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

10:30 am & 4:30 pm
Music Together  (FH)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

10:30 am & 4:30 pm
Music Together  (FH)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

10:30 am & 4:30 pm
Music Together  (FH)

Leadership Team  
Off-site  ~ 6:30 pm

~ Annual Meeting after Worship ~

11:45 
Women’s Fellowship  (FH) 
“I’ve kept it all these years...”

Valentine’s Day &  
Ash Wednesday

6:30 pm 
Simple Soup Supper  

followed by 7:30 pm worship

12 Noon – 3 pm
Parkinson’s Group (FH)

Presidents’ Day



UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

276 HAWORTH AVE., HAWORTH, NJ 07641
201.384.1063      www.haworthucc.org
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