
December 2016

Dear friends and family of faith, 
Grace and peace to you all in the name of our Lord Jesus. 
 

We are now into the season of Advent – the time of waiting and preparing for the birth of the baby Jesus. 
Some say it is a foolish endeavor to celebrate the birth each year. Some believe that a ‘re-birth’ is ridiculous. 
But for many of us, this Season is one of anticipation, excitement, hope and joy!  
 

The actual physical birth might not ‘happen’ again each year, but this time of new beginnings offers us 
another opportunity to ‘see with fresh eyes,’ to ‘sing a new song,’ to experience wonder and love. Ready  
or not – December is upon us and life gets much busier for most of us. Please make it a family priority as 
you are able, to share in worship, sing some familiar and beloved songs, pray for one another and our world, 
and allow your hearts to be opened to the amazing possibilities that the birth of our Savior provides. And  
if you are struggling with sadness, or grieving, or just feeling down, please remember that your church 
family loves you and wants to embrace you and share your burdens and help to heal your wounded soul.  
 

Advent is about the promises of God and our blessings as we share life and death, laughter and tears, joys 
and sorrows together as the body of Christ! And remember I’m only ‘one call away’ if you need an ear and 
an open heart with both joys and sorrows! 
 

See you in Church! It’s not the same when you are missing!
 

In faith,
 

Rev Lauri
 

PS Please enjoy another of my favorite poems for Christmas! 
 

“Christmas Comes” 
by Ann Weems, from Reaching for Rainbows

Christmas comes every time we see God in other persons.
The human and the holy meet in Bethlehem or in Times Square.

For Christmas comes like a golden storm on its way to Jerusalem –
Determinedly, inevitably….

Even now it comes
In the face of hatred and warring –
No atrocity too terrible to stop it,

No Herod strong enough,
No hurt deep enough,

No curse shocking enough,
No disaster shattering enough ---

For someone on earth will see the Star,
Someone will hear the angel voices,

Someone will run to Bethlehem,
Someone will know peace and goodwill:

The Christ child will be born!!
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NEEDED:  Cookies baked by. . . .  YOU! 

Our annual “Christmas Is….” celebration will be held on Sunday, December 4th and we’ve got lots of 
cookie cans to decorate and fill. To help with the “filling” part, we are requesting donations of baked cook-
ies labeled with your name and cookie type along with any critical info (contains nuts, gluten free, sugar 
free, etc.). Cookies can be brought to church anytime through the day of the event. Please add your name to 
the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall to become an official member of our Cookie Brigade. 
To help with the “decorating” part, just show up on December 4th, grab a glue gun, rev up your creative 
juices and put your artistic flair on full display. We will deliver our fabulous cans and their scrumptious 
contents to Bergen’s Place Youth Shelter and local homebound residents in time for Christmas.   

Please sign up and help spread the LOVE and share the JOY! 
p.s. – Official Cookie Taster in Residence, Frank Osmers, please prepare for event accordingly. Thank you. 

 

DESTINATION:  MITTEN TREE! 
 

Dear Fellow Mittens, Gloves, Scarves and Hats: Our journey draws near and the excitement 
couldn‟t be greater! By now, many of you have made your way onto the Mitten Tree located in the 
Narthex at the First Congregational United Church of Christ in Haworth, but there is A LOT 
more room and A LOT more need because “Baby, it‟s cold out there!”  Please continue to grab a 
ride with any member of the congregation and they will insure that you find your special spot on 
the tree.  It doesn‟t matter if you were homemade, marked down or dollar store variety, you will 
all be loved just the same by the children and families at Eva‟s Village in Paterson. So….last call, 
mittens, gloves, and winter accessories! Let‟s meet at the tree for a holiday “Hurrah!” before we 
move on and become snuggly warmth and comfort for someone who really needs us!   
 

FORECAST:  A Wintery Mix of DUMONT SNOWFLAKES!!! 

With so much focus this past year on our neighbors in need, it’s especially fitting this holiday giving season 
to partner once again with the Dumont Social Service Department to insure that local needy children and 
teens receive a holiday gift.   

As we learned during our Neighbors in Need campaign, more than 500 families in our neighboring town, 
Dumont, needed emergency food assistance in 2015. For families struggling to put food on the table, put-
ting gifts under the tree is not always an option, but you can help -- all it takes is a “snowflake!”  Each 
“snowflake” reflects the age and gender of a child or teen along with their special Christmas wish. If you 
would like to participate in spreading the joy, please see Doris Danielson to sign up, choose a “snowflake” 
gift request and make a child’s holiday wish come true! 
 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED 

As announced in last month’s Spire, we collected $817.00 for Neighbors in Need, the UCC special mission 
offering whose theme this year was “No Child Should Go to Bed Hungry.” This marked our highest total 
collected in more than ten years - but we weren’t done yet!  Our final tally is an impressive $942.00! 
Thank you to all who responded to the message and contributed to this important cause. Your generosity in 
supporting ministries of justice and compassion throughout the USA helps to make another world possible.  

Thank you! 
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Countdown to Thanksgiving Giving – A Rousing Success! 

The countdown is complete!  Using Jen Chin’s awesome advent-style calendar, the congregation was 
asked to collect one food item per day for 30 days from October 15th through November 13th. The goal 
was to insure that those less fortunate would be able to enjoy a Thanksgiving dinner with all the trim-
mings.  On Sunday, November 13th, Rev. Lauri blessed our bounty of collected goods and the following 
day (or two – there was a LOT!), Jan Farrington, Al McPherson and Werner Bischoff delivered our items 
to the Center for Food Action in Englewood. Rachel Wilson did the tally and counted 380 boxes, cans 
and containers of food, many of which followed a Thanksgiving dinner theme. Thank you to all who 
were able to participate! If you didn’t get a chance to join in this year, don’t worry -- we might just have to 
make this an annual tradition!  

~~~~~~~~ 
Note: Needed, Destination, Forecast, Neighbors, and Countdown articles were written and contributed  

by our very own, very talented writer, Darlene Wilson! 
 

Save the Dates… 
 

On Christmas Eve, we will be worshiping with the Bridge Fellowship beginning @ 7:30 pm in the sanc-
tuary.  Come, and invite your neighbors to share in this special beautiful evening of candlelight, music and 
lessons and carols.  
 
Join us on Christmas Day! We will gather @ 10:30 am to celebrate the birth of Jesus with an informal 
worship in the lounge.  Wear your pajamas (or something casual), bring a favorite memory or gift with 
you and be ready to enjoy singing several beautiful Christmas carols. 
 
New Years Day will also be an informal service of worship @ 10:30 am.  We will again sing some favor-
ite carols, discuss scripture readings and share our resolutions and hope and dreams for the year 2017. The 
Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, January 8, 2017. 

 

Coming quickly...Annual Report Time… 
will be here before you know it! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Mark your calendars… 

The Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for  

Sunday, January 29, 2017 after worship 

Stewardship  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has given thought to their pledge 
for the coming year. It is helpful to know this information as we are working on and planning next 
year’s budget.  Thanks so much.  
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Your Prayers are Requested for… 
   Nancy Sierra and Josh, Amber, Deborah and 
 Russ Eike.  
  The Howes Family, David Leang, a friend of 
 Liz Marcus; SJ, Sowon’s  best friend from col-
 lege, who has cancer; Hyo-Jung Kim’s father 
 Ok-Sung; Christine Palmer, Barbara Zahor’s 
 sister; Erica and Family, Anita’s  son, Eric; 
 Pam Masey, Tania’s cousin, Dee; Lauren  
 Babroski, Frank’s  daughter; Tom Haschmann 
 and Traci Reynolds, life-time friends of Rev. 
 Lauri; Gregory Delgado, Sandra DeLorenzo, 
 Marcy Baumbach, Tom Meyer, Robert Kan-
 wisher’s Family, Ann Arrigo, Bob Duchacek, 
 Dan Taylor.  
 For all victims of abuse, neglect, terrorism, 

weather extremes, any type of pain.  
 For peace in our country and around the world, 

our military and leaders.  
Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063) 

24/7 with any request. 
 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
DECEMBER 8th MEETING 

Thursday ~ 11:45am 
 
 

Need a little holiday spirit?  Then, join us! The 
Haworth Public School Choir will be performing  
Christmas music.  

   

In the spirit of Christmas giving, we will be col-
lecting $10.00 for hair care, destination tba. 
 

The President of the month is MaryLou Boyd. 
 

Sadie Agan remembered.    
 

YOU are invited…Come, enjoy yourself,  
the talented children, the food,  

and loving fellowship. 
 

Don’t Miss This Year’s Christmas Pageant               
December 18th, 10:30am 

 Emma Nathanson, Director of MCY 
 

Please join us during the worship service on Decem-
ber 18 as we share in the joy of Jesus’ birth through 
our annual Christmas Pageant!  Our children have 
been working hard to learn lines and songs, and will 
include all ages including from “littlest lambs” to 
“big kids!”  The children will be performing both 
favorite and new song selections this year, including 
carols and anthems.  
 
All who wish to participate are welcome, and should 
contact ~ Emma Nathanson 
          (emmanate1@hotmail.com) if interested!  
  
The dress rehearsal will be on Saturday, Decem-
ber 17th from 9-11 in the morning.  Please let me 
know if you will not be available.   
 
Operation Christmas Child Update:  
Our church donated 36 shoeboxes to Operation 
Christmas Child this year! 
 
Youth Group Pet Supplies Collection:  
The teens of the church are collecting pet supplies to 
benefit the Closter Animal Welfare Society 
(CLAWS).  CLAWS rescues homeless pets and pro-
vides them with loving foster homes until they get 
adopted.  They also maintain a pet food pantry in 
Bergenfield where they distribute pet food and sup-
plies to families who are struggling financially.  This 
allows needy families to keep their pets rather than 
surrender them to a shelter.  There will be a collec-
tion box in the church for any supplies you might 
wish to contribute.  The collection will be during the 
month of December.   
 

Needed Items: 
Dog food (dry and canned) 
Cat food (dry and canned) 

Cat litter (clumping) 
Wee wee pads 

Dog and cat treats 
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Christmas Bells 
Flower-De-Luce  

 

This poem was written by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882),  
the outstanding poet of the 19th century in this country. (condensed) 

 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day,  
Their old, familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet  
The words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
And thought how, as the day had come, 

The belfries of all Christendom 
Had rolled along  

The unbroken song 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

And in despair I bowed my head;  
“There is no peace on earth,” I said: 

For hate is strong,  
And mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!” 
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 

“God is not dead; nor doth He sleep! 
The Wrong shall fail,  

The right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good-will to men!” 
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GOD & LAWN CARE  
(contributed by Rose Pero) 

 
You will chuckle as you read this ..... Because as stupid as it may sound, this is exactly what we do! 
 
GOD to ST. FRANCIS: Frank , You know all about gardens and nature. What in the world is going on 
down there on the planet?  What happened to the dandelions, violets, milkweeds and stuff I started eons 
ago? I had a perfect no-maintenance garden plan. Those plants grow in any type of soil, withstand drought 
and multiply with abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms attracts butterflies, honey bees and 
flocks of songbirds. I expected to see a vast garden of colors by now. But, all I see are these green rectan-
gles. 
St. FRANCIS: It's the tribes that settled there, Lord. The Suburbanites. They started calling your flowers 
'weeds' and went to great lengths to kill them and replace them with grass. 
GOD: Grass? But, it's so boring. It's not colorful. It doesn't attract butterflies, birds and bees, only grubs and 
sod worms. It's sensitive to temperatures. Do these Suburbanites really want all that grass growing there? 
 ST. FRANCIS: Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it and keep it green. They begin each 
spring by fertilizing grass and poisoning any other plant that crops up in the lawn. 
GOD: The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow really fast. That must make the Subur-
banites happy. 
 ST. FRANCIS: Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they cut it, sometimes twice a week. 
 GOD: They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay? 
 ST. FRANCIS: Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in bags. 
 GOD: They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it? 
 ST. FRANCIS: No, Sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away. 
 GOD: Now, let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it will grow. And, when it does grow, they cut it 
off and pay to throw it away? 
ST. FRANCIS: Yes, Sir. 
GOD: These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut back on the rain and turn up the 
heat. That surely slows the growth and saves them a lot of work. 
ST. FRANCIS: You aren't going to believe this, Lord. When the grass stops growing so fast, they drag out 
hoses and pay more money to water it, so they can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it. 
GOD: What nonsense. At least they kept some of the trees. That was a sheer stroke of genius, if I do say so 
myself. The trees grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and shade in the summer. In the autumn, they 
fall to the ground and form a natural blanket to keep moisture in the soil and protect the trees and bushes. It's 
a natural cycle of life.  
ST. FRANCIS: You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn a new circle. As soon as the leaves 
fall, they rake them into great piles and pay to have them hauled away. 
 GOD: No!? What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the winter to keep the soil moist and 
loose? 
ST. FRANCIS: After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy something which they call mulch. 
They haul it home and spread it around in place of the leaves. 
GOD: And where do they get this mulch? 
 ST. FRANCIS: They cut down trees and grind them up to make the mulch. 
GOD: Enough! I don't want to think about this anymore. St. Catherine, you're in charge of the arts. What 
movie have you scheduled for us tonight? 
 ST. CATHERINE: Dumb and Dumber', Lord. It's a story about.... 
GOD: Never mind, I think I just heard the whole story from St. Francis. 
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December 2016 First Congregational UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST

FH:  Eleanor Norton Fellowship Hall (downstairs);   LG: Lounge (upstairs);   OFF:  O�ce

1:00 -6 pm    Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

10:30 am  Worship Service 

1:00 -6 pm    Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

1:00 -6 pm    Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

1:00 -6 pm    Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

Sunday Worship &  
CHURCH SCHOOL* ~ 10:30 am

ALL ARE WELCOME and invited to  
share coffee & fellowship downstairs  

in Fellowship Hall afterward.
* Child care available.  No church school summer months;  resumes September.  

Choir Rehearsals:  9:15 am Sundays ONLY September–June

7:30 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting 
(Lounge)

7:30 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting 
(Lounge)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

7:30 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting 
(Lounge)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

7:30 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting 
(Lounge)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)
12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

9:30 – 12 Noon 
BF Bible Study (LG)

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)
12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

9:30 – 12 Noon 
BF Bible Study (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

12 Noon
Parkinsons’ Group  (FH)

10:30 am
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 am
Music Together  (FH)

11 am
Meeting Reservation 
(LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

8 pm 
Toastmasters (Lounge)

8 pm 
Toastmasters (Lounge)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

7:30 pm AA (LG)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

10:30 am & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

12 Noon – 3 pm 
AU Monthly 
Meeting~Luncheon (FH)  

10:30 am & 4 pm 
Music Together  (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

10:30 am  Worship Service
** Leadership Team MEETING  

following Worship**

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)
12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

9:30 – 12 Noon 
BF Bible Study (LG)

7 pm
The BOOK GROUP (Lounge)

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)
12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

9:30 – 12 Noon 
BF Bible Study (LG)

7 pm
The BOOK GROUP (Lounge)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

10:30 am & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

11:45
MENORAH LIGHTING    
(FH & Kitchen)

5 pm – 7 pm
Bridge Fellowship 
RECITAL   (Sanctuary)

2 pm – 8 pm
Cooke Christmas 
PARTY   (FH & Kitchen)

Christmas is… 
Potluck Lunch & Crafts,  
Fun for all ages

10:30 am Mini Worship Service 

Christmas Day
Merry Christmas! 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service 

7:30 pm

NEW 
YEAR’S 
EVE

Christmas  
PAGEANT

10:30 am  Worship Service


