
Dear ones,
I found the following information that I hope is helpful for all about this Season of Advent.  
Blessings to all as we wait and anticipate the coming of the baby Jesus into our hearts!

December 2017

Advent is the beginning of the Church Year for most churches in the Western tradition. It begins on the fourth 
Sunday before Christmas Day, which is the Sunday nearest November 30 and ends on Christmas Eve (Dec 24).  
If Christmas Eve is a Sunday, it is counted as the fourth Sunday of Advent, with Christmas Eve proper beginning  
at sundown. 

The word Advent means “coming” or “arrival.” The focus of the entire season is preparation to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation of the return of Christ the King in his Second Advent. 
Thus, Advent is far more than simply marking a 2,000 year old event in history. It is celebrating a truth about God, 
the revelation of God in Christ whereby all of creation might be reconciled to God. 
That is a process in which we now participate and the consummation of which we 
anticipate. Scripture reading for Advent will reflect this emphasis on the Second 
Advent, including themes of accountability for faithfulness at His coming, judgment 
on sin, and the hope of eternal life.

In this double focus on past and future, Advent also symbolizes the spiritual 
journey of individuals and a congregation, as they affirm that Christ has come, 
that He is present in the world today and that He will come again in power. That 
acknowledgment provides a basis for Kingdom ethics, for holy living arising from 
a profound sense that we live “between the times” and are called to be faithful 
stewards of what is entrusted to us as God’s people. So, as the church celebrates God’s inbreaking into history in 
the Incarnation and anticipates a future consummation to that history for which “all creation is groaning awaiting its 
redemption,” it also confesses its own responsibility as a people commissioned to “love the Lord your God with all 
your heart” and to “love your neighbor as yourself.”

Advent is one of the few Christian festivals that can be observed in the home as well as at church. In its association 
with Christmas, Advent is a natural time to involve children in activities at home that directly connect with worship 
at church. In the home, an Advent wreath can be placed on the dining table and the candles lighted at meals, with 
Scripture readings preceding the lighting of the candles, especially on Sunday. A new candle is lighted each Sunday 
during the four weeks, and then the same candles are lighted each meal during the week. In this context, it provides 
the opportunity for family devotion and prayer together and helps teach the Faith to children, especially if they are 
involved in reading the daily Scriptures. 

The Advent Calendar mobile “Starry Starry Night” is another way to keep children involved in the entire season  
as each day they are to put a star on the mobile. The scripture printed on each star would be great to read each 
night together.  

The word  

Advent means 

“coming”  

or “arrival”. 

(Continued on next page)
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In congregational worship, the Advent wreath is the central teaching symbol of the season, the focal point for 
drawing the congregation into the beginning of the story of redemption that will unfold throughout the church year. 

Historically, the primary sanctuary color of Advent is purple. This is the color of penitence and fasting as well as  
the color of royalty to welcome the Advent of the King. The purple of Advent is also the color used during Lent and 

Holy Week. This points to an important connection between Jesus’ birth and death. 
The nativity, the Incarnation, cannot be separated from the crucifixion. The purpose 
of Jesus’ coming into the world, of the “Word made flesh” and dwelling among us, 
is to reveal God and His grace to the world through Jesus’ life and teaching, but 
also through his suffering, death, and resurrection. In the four weeks of Advent the 
third Sunday came to be a time of rejoicing that the fasting was almost over. In some 
traditions, it is called Gaudete Sunday (gau-DAY-tey), from the Latin word for “rejoice”. 
The shift from the purple of the Season to pink or rose for the third Sunday Advent 
candles reflects the celebration of the season.

from Alice Marcus…

It Takes a Church Village…

It does take the members of a church village—how I like to think of It does take the members of a church village—how I like to think of II
our congregation at Haworth UCC—to not only worship together, but 
also to cooperate together in keeping the physical plant of the church 
a place where we can carry out many of our missions as well as social 
activities. So many of the projects that keep our church going are carried 
out of our village.

In this case, I am referring specifically to our recent Jazz Fund Raiser to 
benefit the CFA, and to our Christmas Eve Service when we will welcome 
members of the community. A simple yet perplexing task was getting lighting for the front entrance, 
landing, and sidewalk so people could safely walk into our sanctuary at night. We are so used to using the 
parking lot side of our church to enter which is lighted.

Only one light over the double doors was working when examined. It was dim until Frank Osmers took 
a ladder, opened up the glass enclosure and removed probably years of debris. Al MacPherson tackled 
the light over the landing on the outside doorway which held a burned out, obscure bulb (with no spares 
in sight). A few trips north and south in Bergen county and online found the needed bulb(s) which now 
extended the light from the front door to the edge of the steps. The final success was John Blakeman and 
Frank getting to the high light fixtures on the corner of the church building to find a halogen bulb actually 
melted into one fixture. The other was repairable. Voila! We have light now going down the steps.

Add in all the congregants and facilities needed for preparations to feed the musicians at the fundraiser, 
to sell tickets at the door, to prepare for Christmas Is... the following morning, to prepare for Christmas Eve 
worship and pageant, to flood the church with God’s love and presence. 

It does take a church village!

(Continued from page 1)
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Please be sure to sign 
the Church Family 
Christmas Card at 
Christmas Is… 
Every Christmas, it’s been a 
tradition to include a “card” 
which we’ve all signed with the 
Pastor’s Christmas letter. It’s an 
easy way to send cards to each 
other all at once for $5 per famiy. 
All proceeds will be combined All proceeds will be combined 
with the Christmas Offering. with the Christmas Offering. 

Christmas Sunday, 
December 24

One Family-Friendly   
Candlelight Service 

only at 4:30 pmat 4:30 pm

This year and this year only, 
Christmas Eve, December 24th 
falls on a Sunday. With that in 
mind, and in deference to our 
young families with children, it was 
decided to have only one Christmas 
Service on the 24th. It won’t be 
quite Christmas Eve, per se, but it 
will be dark so we will have our 
traditional candle lighting and the 
singing of Silent Night.

In addition, the children will present 
their Christmas Story pageant, 
simplified this year due to time 
restraints as well as participants.

Ministry for Children & Youth to present

Christmas Is...
Sunday, December 3

(Right after worship)

Food, Fun & Fellowship for all!

~ Potluck LUNCH ~
~ Lots of Craft Projects ~

~ Decorate & Fill Cookie Cans ~
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Mission Outreach and Social Action 
Rita Negrón Maslanek, Chairperson

I had just sat down to begin writing this article when the phone rang. It was my next 
door neighbor, Terri. “Are you up?” she asked, apologizing for having disturbed me. 
“I just want to drop by to bring you some muffins and bagels for church tomorrow.” 
I reminded Terri that she had already given me a large apple pie to take to coffee 
hour. “Yes, but then we were given all this other stuff from Costco and I thought you 
could share it, too.” Although our driveways are separated by only a few feet, Terri 
drove over because there was so much she wanted to give me. After the transfer of 
baked goods took place in the dark of night, the back of my SUV resembled a Costco 
delivery van.
          Terri is one of those people who would give you the coat off her back if you 
didn’t have one. A devout Catholic, she is one of the most generous and kind people I 
know. She reminds me of you. Although we are a small congregation, there is nothing 
small about your spirit of giving. The Mitten Tree outside our sanctuary began to blossom shortly after it was placed 
there, and within four weeks yielded a crop of 23 pairs of gloves/mittens, 16 hats, five head wraps and seven scarfs. 
That’s a total of 51 much needed items to warm the hands, heads and necks of children and adults serviced by Eva’s 
Village in Paterson. But don’t worry if you were unable to put your donation on the Mitten Tree the first time around,  
or if you would like to donate again, the tree will remain in the Narthex throughout Christmas, at which time we hope 
for another harvest to deliver to Eva’s.  
          Your generosity extended beyond the Mitten Tree with gifts of toys and games for Eva’s Village Winter 
Wonderland. Thanks to you, children at Eva’s will have a happy and memorable Christmas. Read more about this in 
Alice Marcus’ article on Page 6 of this newsletter.  
          As many of you know, every year we receive a Christmas Offering which we donate to two or three non-profit 
organizations that serve others. This year’s three recipients were selected because they serve the most vulnerable in 
our society and because of their connections to the United Church of Christ (UCC). They are:

          1)   The UCC Christmas Fund, formerly known as Veterans of the Cross. This fund provides financial assistance 
to retired and active UCC ministers, lay church employees and their surviving spouses whose incomes are low 
and who have difficulty meeting their expenses. 

          2)   Martha’s Place in Baltimore, Maryland, a state-certified recovery program for women overcoming drug 
addiction and homelessness whose executive director is our own Todd Marcus. Todd’s service to others 
extends beyond Baltimore. Todd and his Orchestra will be performing again in our church this Saturday, 
December 2, to raise funds for the Bergen County Center for Food Action.  (For more information, see  
Page 3). Todd was confirmed in our church and is the eldest of Alice Marcus’ two sons.

          3)  Ryder Memorial Hospital in Humacao, Puerto Rico.  Established in 1914 by the Rev. Charles Ryder, 
a missionary sent by the American Missionary Association (AMA), this hospital has a long and strong 
connection to the UCC. Our donation will be used for needs in the pediatric unit. In recent history, missionary 
appointments (medical doctors) to Ryder Memorial have been made through the Common Global Ministries 
Board of the United Church of Christ and The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  

The Mission Outreach and Social Action Team joins me in thanking you for your unending generosity.  
We wish you and yours a blessed and joyful Christmas.  

Team members:  Alice Marcus, Liz Marcus, Rita Negron Maslanek, Tammy Shaw Rodano, Nancy Sierra
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from Alice Marcus…
Winter Wonderland at Eva’s Village

 
Not only will the children at Haworth UCC have a Not only will the children at Haworth UCC have a NN
delightful Christmas but they, through their parents, have 
contributed to a delightful Christmas for many more 
children in Paterson, NJ. 

Our project of collecting new toys, sports equipment, and 
arts and crafts for the children whose parents participate 
in any of the many programs at Eva’s Village was an 
overwhelming success.

It took two car loads to transport all that was collected to 
Paterson. These gifts will be displayed in the large dining 
room dressed up to look like a winter wonderland. The 
parents will be the ones to choose from the gifts, knowing 
what would best suit their child(ren).

When some of the staff at Eva’s Village were unloading 
my car (first trip), a regular participant in the breakfast 
program called out upon seeing the many, many toys, 
“Hey, do we get a toy with breakfast today”? Our second 
delivery included taking the items from the Hat and Glove 
tree (affectionately called the “Mitten” tree). Rita Maslanek, 
Sabrina Wilson, Rachel Wilson and I were greeted by the 
Volunteer Director at Eva’s Village, Angela Vance, who was 
enthusiastic in her description of the Wonderland project enthusiastic in her description of the Wonderland project enthusiastic in her description of the Wonderland project 
as well as grateful for our contributions. She gave us a tour as well as grateful for our contributions. She gave us a tour as well as grateful for our contributions. She gave us a tour 
of the huge dining room (serves 260 on average for lunch). of the huge dining room (serves 260 on average for lunch). of the huge dining room (serves 260 on average for lunch). 
This also provided an opportunity for Sabrina and Rachel This also provided an opportunity for Sabrina and Rachel This also provided an opportunity for Sabrina and Rachel 
to get an overview of the many services at Eva’s Village.to get an overview of the many services at Eva’s Village.to get an overview of the many services at Eva’s Village.

It is good to celebrate Christ’s birth in this Advent Season It is good to celebrate Christ’s birth in this Advent Season It is good to celebrate Christ’s birth in this Advent Season 
of our church life. It is good to be part of a congregation of our church life. It is good to be part of a congregation 
that carries out missions to communities near and far. that carries out missions to communities near and far. 

Blessings be to God!
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Neighbors In Need 
2017 Special Mission Offering
In the past year, we have seen access to clean, safe 
drinking water impacted by devastating natural disasters 
in Texas, Florida and Puerto Rico. We have seen families 
have to resort to bottled water because of toxins in 
their tap water due to neglected infrastructure and 
poor management. In the case of the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation, they continue to fight against 
potential contamination from underground oil pipes being constructed near their only source of water. 

Having access to safe drinking water is a human right, one that many of us take for granted on a daily 
basis. It is so timely that the United Church of Christ chose the theme for this year’s Neighbors in Need 
campaign to be “Protect the Sacred: In a Just World, Clean Water is Life” and it is so inspiring that our 
congregation responded to this important message with such compassion and generosity. 

Together, we have raised $1,005 — the most we have donated in twelve years  
to our Neighbors in Need!

Your generosity in supporting ministries of justice, advocacy, compassion and service projects 
throughout the United States helps to make another world possible.

Thank you for your support!  
It is very much appreciated by our Neighbors in Need! 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
The Interfaith Thanksgiving Service held on Sunday, November The Interfaith Thanksgiving Service held on Sunday, November 
19th at  St. Luke’s Episcopal Church was a special blend of  
Catholic, Jewish, Methodist, Lutheran, Episcopal and our United 
Church of Christ clergy and congregants, representing Closter, 
Demarest, Dumont, and Haworth. Our own Rev. Lauri played her 
harp and fifteen choir members joined together to process and 
sing the traditional hymns and seasonal music which attendees all 
come to expect in the spirit of giving and counting our blessings. 
Everyone singing America the Beautiful at the service closing, as  America the Beautiful at the service closing, as  America the Beautiful
always, was a moving experience. A wine and cheese reception  
followed with abundant fellowship and conversation.



COUNTDOWN to
THANKSGIVING
GIVING

Thank you to eveyone who loaded the food barrel with Thanksgiving donations 
for the Center for Food Action. Many neighbors in need were able to enjoy a nice 
Thanksgiving dinner and more because of your thoughtfulness this season and 

throughout the year.
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Our sympathy 

to the Kling, 
Cunningham,  
and Stewart Families on 
the death of Jane (Stewart) Kling  
of Providence, Rhode Island. 

Jane Kling died on October 21, 2017; 
was born on May 8, 1922. Jane joined 
the First Congregational Church with her 
Confirmation class on November 21, 1937. 

She was the sister of Ann Stewart 
Cunningham of Dumont, New Jersey.  
Her mother and father, Louise and  
Arthur Stewart were very active members  
of First Congregational Church during  
the 1930’s and 1980’s.

Giving  
FLOWERS  
for Worship

Should you wish to provide flowers  
for Sunday worship, please sign up  
on the Flowers clipboard downstairs in 
Fellowship Hall and include whatever 
occasion you wish to commemorate. 
 
You may either bring your own flowers 
or our church Administrator, Andrea 
will gladly order them for you from 
Schaefer’s Gardens in Haworth.

The church is billed $28 ($26 plus $2 
delivery charge). We will appreciate 
your prompt reimbursement as soon as 
conveniently possible.

Thank you.



How to make a  
Jared Box

Step 1: Get a shoe-box size plastic 
storage box.

Step 2: Decide if the box you are 
making is for a boy or a girl; 
then select an age group.

Step 3: Select items for your box like 
crayons, card games, puzzles, 
stickers, and small toys.

Step 4: Personalize and decorate 
your Jared Box.

Step 5: Deliver your box to your  
local hospital.

What is a Jared Box?
A Jared Box is a plastic storage box filled 
with small gifts, toys, games and activities. 
The boxes are given to chronically ill children 
to provide a special, fun diversion as they 
receive chemotherapy or other medical 
treatments. Jared Boxes are also used in 
Emergency Room and other hospital settings.

The boxes symbolize the importance of play  
and are filled with well wishes, hope, and 
love. Jared Boxes bring SMILES and laughter 
and lift the spirits of chronically ill children.

The Jared Box Project is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization. All donations are tax-deductible. 

Over 200,000 Jared Boxes have been made  
and delivered across the country.

The Inspiration
Jared was a brave little boy who battled  
cancer with courage and faith that continues  
to inspire us all. He was only 5 years old,  
yet demonstrated faith and wisdom beyond  
his young age.

Jared maintained his sense of humor  
and the joys of childhood through play. He  
carried a backpack full of toys and games  
to all his appointments, and questioned  
why other children didn’t bring toys to their  
exam rooms.

Jared’s battle ended on November 12, 2000  
while listening to his favorite song, “You’ll  
Be In My Heart” by Phil Collins.

Jared’s inspiration lives on through the  
kindness of others.  

Jared’s Boxes
Your Ministry for Children & Youth has decided  
on a new mission this Christmas where we will  
fill boxes (see instructions at right) for chronically  
ill children and deliver to local hospitals during  
the holiday season. Please consider filling at least 
one box for a sick child. Suggested toys are listed  
on the next page. Boxes should be brought to  
the church by December 10th. Thank you!
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A new Christmas Mission:  



 Infant (0 to 12 months)
Soft cover or cardboard books, rattles, stacking blocks, farm animal sets, small toys that 

clip onto strollers or cribs, bath toys, stuffed animals, balls, crib mirrors, busy boxes, light 

up toys, musical toys, OBalls. Lamaze, Bright Start, and Sassy brand crib toys are great.  

Other toys that are labeled as suggested for infants. Be aware of choking hazards.

 Toddler (1 to 3)
Soft cover or cardboard books, stacking blocks, farm animal sets, small toys that clip 

onto strollers or cribs, bath toys, stuffed animals, balls, busy boxes, musical toys, pillow-

cases, fun socks, chunky crayons, coloring books, picture flashcards, bubbles,  Play-Doh, 
plastic cars, small dolls. Other toys that are labeled as suggested for children under 3.  Be 

aware of choking hazards.

Preschool  (3 to 5)
Crayons, coloring books,  grab-n-go activity kits, Play-Doh, books, stickers and sticker 
work books, matchbox cars, nerf or rubber balls, stuffed animals, flash cards, bubbles, 

fun socks, small action figures, small dolls, travel size games, Silly Putty, simple puzzles, 
colorful pillowcases, princess crowns & dress up items, toy farm animals and dinosaurs, 

activity books, card games such as Go Fish, Old Maid, matching games. Other toys that are 

labeled as suggested for Preschoolers.

Elementary (5 to 8)
Crayons, markers, colored pencils, coloring books, word searches, activity books, reading 

books, matchbox cars, nerf balls, stuffed animals, stickers, Play-doh, Silly Putty, flash 
cards, Lego kits, travel games, craft kits, joke books, hand lotion, craft kits, colorful pillow 

case, fun socks, Slinky, My Little Pony, action figures, puzzles, deck of cards, UNO card 
game.  Other toys that are labeled as suggested for school age children.

 Tweens & Teens (8 and up)
Crayon, colored pencils, coloring books, word searches, writing journals, Play-doh, 

stuffed animals, card games, Lego kits, puzzles, books, magazines, Chapstick, hand lotion, 

doodle pads,  travel size games:  Sorry, Connect 4, fuzzy/colorful socks, nail polish, jewel-

ry making kits, craft kits, paint sets. Other items that are labeled as suggested for teens.

No used toys or food items.  No tiny items due to choking hazards.
Keep in mind, toys need to fit into a plastic shoe box.

Jared Box Project Suggested Toy List
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Following the tradition of  ollowing the tradition of  ollowing the tradition of  Following the tradition of  FF “We have so much, they have so little”, each  
Sunday throughout the year, our children bring small amounts of money to put into  Sunday throughout the year, our children bring small amounts of money to put into  Sunday throughout the year, our children bring small amounts of money to put into  

their their Sunshine BankSunshine Bank. Each week they discuss some of the things they’ve been able to do . Each week they discuss some of the things they’ve been able to do . Each week they discuss some of the things they’ve been able to do 
during the week (parties, sleepovers, sports) and remember how lucky they are to have all during the week (parties, sleepovers, sports) and remember how lucky they are to have all during the week (parties, sleepovers, sports) and remember how lucky they are to have all 
these advantages. Then they make their contributions and remind themselves that what these advantages. Then they make their contributions and remind themselves that what these advantages. Then they make their contributions and remind themselves that what 

they put in the Sunshine Bank will help feed people in our community who are struggling.  they put in the Sunshine Bank will help feed people in our community who are struggling.  they put in the Sunshine Bank will help feed people in our community who are struggling.  
Below is a letter of acknowledgement from the Below is a letter of acknowledgement from the Below is a letter of acknowledgement from the Center for Food Action for $265 received.
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Your prayers are requested for…

> Eric Johnson, Anita’s son; Corbin Fisher, Rose Pero, Frank Hoefle, 
Pat Wood, Anita’s friend Chris, Paul Farber, Tania Grady, Patty Teagno, 
a dear friend of Rose Pero’s; Vince Aiosa, Josh Eike, David Leang,  
a friend of Liz Marcus; Erica and Family, Pam Masey, Tania’s cousin, 
Dee; Gregory Delgado, Sandra DeLorenzo, Tom Meyer, Robert 
Kanwisher’s Family, Ann Arrigo, Bob Duchacek, Dan Taylor,  
Anne McCullaugh.

> The victims and families of attacks in the US and in the world

> All victims of abuse, neglect, terrorism, weather extremes, any pain 

> The Refugee Resettlement Project and the families relocating to the USA

>  Peace in our country and around the world, our military and leaders 

Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063) 24/7 with any request.

Please notify the church office when:

]  You or a family member is sick or in the hospital

]  When a family member has passed away

]  You are planning a meeting or scheduling  
an event, so it can be placed on the Church  
calendar

]  You want to arrange for a Baptism or Wedding

]  Your telephone number or address has changed  
or you will be moving, locally or out of town

]  You feel the Church can help you in any way

Reminder   —  Hospital Stays
Federal law restricts the disclosure of patient 
information by hospitals. As a result, the pastor  
and church office may not know that a member 
of the church has been admitted to the hospital.  
If you are hospitalized and would like to notify  
the pastor, it is important that you (or a family 
member or friend), inform the church office as 
soon as possible at 201-384-1063. Hospitals  
can no longer provide this information to us.
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SPIRE Delivery
Since we have been delivering the monthly  
SPIRE electronically, we have saved considerably  
on paper, ink, labels, and most especially, postage.  
A big thank you to those recipients who have  
made donations towards snail mailings, saving  
us even more.

“I was just thinking one morning during 
meditations how much alike hope and baking 
powder are:  quietly getting what is best in me  
to rise, awakening the hint of eternity within. 
     I always think of that when I eat biscuits now  
and wish that I could be more faithful to the  
hint of eternity, the baking powder in me.”

—Macrina Weiderkehr

Please notify the office (201.384.1063) with  
your email address if you are not receiving the 
SPIRE and would like to. 

Also, please let us know if you are receiving  
the monthly issues, but cannot open the pdfs that 
are sent.

In addition to email, SPIRE issues can always be 
viewed on and/or downloaded from the church 
website (haworthucc.org). Just click on the SPIRE 
link in the green bar at the top of the Homepage. 
The monthly calendar can be reached the same way.

Black & white hard copy versions of the SPIRE are 
available in the Narthex each month as well.
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

276 HAWORTH AVE., HAWORTH, NJ 07641
201.384.1063      www.haworthucc.org

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
December 2017
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Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you kneel  
to say your nightly prayer.  

And let faith be the bridge you build to  
overcome evil and welcome good.

Maya Angelou

Christmas Blessings for all!




