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People come into your life for a reason,  
a season or a lifetime. 
When you figure out which one it is,
you will know what to do for each person.

When someone is in your life for a REASON,
it is usually to meet a need you have expressed.
They have come to assist you through a difficulty; 
to provide you with guidance and support; 
to aid you physically, emotionally or spiritually. 
They may seem like a godsend, and they are.
They are there for the reason you need them to be.

Then, without any wrongdoing on your part 
or at an inconvenient time, this person will say 
or do something to bring the relationship to an end.
Sometimes they die. Sometimes they walk away.
Sometimes they act up and force you to take a stand.
What we must realize is that our need has been met, 
our desire fulfilled; their work is done. 
The prayer you sent up has been answered
and now it is time to move on.

Some people come into your life for a SEASON, 
because your turn has come to share, grow or learn.
They bring you an experience of peace or make you laugh.
They may teach you something you have never done.
They usually give you an unbelievable amount of joy.
Believe it. It is real. But only for a season.

LIFETIME relationships teach you lifetime lessons; 
things you must build upon in order to have 
a solid emotional foundation. 
Your job is to accept the lesson, love the person, 
and put what you have learned to use in all other 
relationships and areas of your life.
— Unknown

Reason, Season, or Lifetime
An inspirational poem from Rev. Lauri...
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This Lenten season, the children and youth of First Congregational UCC Haworth have continued the 
tradition of filling their HEIFER INTERNATIONAL “ark” banks with coins to purchase a “Gardener’s 
Gift Basket” for a family in need. This well rounded gift features tree seedlings, rabbits, chickens and Gift Basket” for a family in need. This well rounded gift features tree seedlings, rabbits, chickens and Gift Basket
a hive of bees as part of an integrated farming approach. It also includes training in animal care, 
fertilization and growing techniques. Among the many benefits it provides are: 

•  Nutrition
•  Improved Environment
•  Steady, Dependable Income

•  Education & Training
•  Fertilizer 
•  Increased Crop Yield

You do not need to be a child to participate in the “Fill the Ark” campaign! We invite the entire 
congregation to get involved, show you care and help our youth meet their goal by supporting their 
cause with a donation of your own. Please show your support, as together, we encourage our children 
to grow their charitable spirit and teach them the importance of helping others. 

Checks should be made payable to UCC Haworth with a note on the memo line indicating that your 
donation is for HEIFER. Cash donations must be put in an envelope and marked HEIFER. Heifer 
International is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization and all donations are tax-deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

from Darlene Wilson,  
Ministry for Children & Youth…

“He that plants trees  
loves others besides himself”

Thomas Fuller
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Author John Pavlovitz to Speak
At our 2nd Lenten Soup Supper held on March 14, 
we began discussing this well-written, easy-to-read 
and inspiring book about expanding our TABLE of TABLE of TABLE
welcome. On Saturday,  April 7th from 7 to 9 pm,  
the author of A Bigger Table will be offering a Q&A A Bigger Table will be offering a Q&A A Bigger Table
and book signing at the Park Ridge UCC. We’ve all 
been invited. Should be a wonderful evening! If you 
plan on going, you must register at Eventbrite:

https://johnpavlovitz.eventbrite.com/

Saturday,  April 7th from 7 to 9 pm

From the Property Stewards Committee…

Thanks to the due diligence of Andrea McWhirr, Al MacPherson and Frank 
Osmers and the cooperation of all those who use our church, the church 
building has been kept up well so far this year. Some issues with the heating 
system were solved quickly, a frozen (and split) water pipe which flooded the 
playground will be replaced, happily, a drooping speaker in the sanctuary 
was fixed and the church is clean.

We are grateful to all those who remember to turn down the  
heat, make sure all doors are closed and locked and the 
lights are turned off.

Jan Farrington and Rose Pero
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Mission Outreach & Social Action (MOSA)

“Dear Friends in Christ:

Thank you for your gift of $1,005 in support of the 

United Church of Christ’s Neighbors in Need. We 

are deeply grateful for your donation.”

“Dear Ms. Wilson,

Thank you for your wonderful generosity to Eva’s 
Village, Inc. ...Your support gives thousands of men, 
women, and mothers with children a safe place to women, and mothers with children a safe place to women, and mothers with children a safe place to 
heal and rebuild their lives.”

“Dear Ms. Negrón:

On behalf of Ryder Memorial Hospital’s staff, we 

want to extend our heartfelt thanks to you for the 

generous donation. It is greatly appreciated.”

“As you might rightly assume, Hurricane Maria left 

us with ruined buildings and in a very serious and 

troubled economic situation. Every cent we receive 

is accepted with great joy and gratefulness.”
us with ruined buildings and in a very serious and 

troubled economic situation. Every cent we receive 

is accepted with great joy and gratefulness.”

“Dear Ms. Maslanek,

On behalf of Martha’s Place, we would like 

to personally thank you for your donation of 

$600. Your donation enables us to faithfully 

serve women to overcome drug addiction 

and homelessness within Baltimore and the 

surrounding area.”

Martha’s Place provides a safe, loving environment 

that challenges women to respect and love 

themselves, confront emotional and social-

economic barriers and build stable and productive 

lives. The program provides recovery housing with 

support services to women seeking recovery and  

a successful return to their communities.”

Martha’s Place

Where you are no more a stranger but a friend, 

where serving you is the glory of God.

“Dear Rita and congregation,

Wanted to add a note to say a 
“Dear Rita and congregation,

Wanted to add a note to say a 
“Dear Rita and congregation,

special thank you for the church’s 

support of our work to save our 
special thank you for the church’s 

support of our work to save our 
special thank you for the church’s 

community. Many thanks!
support of our work to save our 

community. Many thanks!
support of our work to save our 

Todd”

On On O Sunday, March 18th, we celebrated  One 

Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), one of the Five 

for Five special mission offerings of the United for Five special mission offerings of the United for Five

Church of Christ to which we contribute.  A big 

thank you to Rita Maslanek, Alice Marcus, 

Liz Marcus, Tammy Rodano and Nancy Sierra 

for enlightening and inspiring us in this effort. 

Our gifts to OGHS this year totaled $890.  

Our Christmas Offering received in December 

was divided 3 ways: Martha’s Place in 

Baltimore, Ryder Memorial Hospital in 

Puerto Rico, and the UCC Christmas Fund  

for retired clergy (formerly known as Veterans 

of the Cross). Each of these three missions 

received $600.

Our Neighbors In Need effort last fall netted 

$1,005 and during Advent, Christmas and after, 

we were able to donate THREE treefulls of hats, 

mittens, scarves, socks, and a crocheted lap 

blanket to Eva’s Village in Paterson.
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Mary Poppins Outing

On Friday, March 16th, more than 20 members of the congregation met at New Milford 
High School to support Sabrina and Rachel Wilson in their school’s production of Mary 
Poppins. Sabrina portrayed the children’s original nanny “Katie Nana” and assorted 
ensemble characters and Rachel played the crotchety housekeeper, Mrs. Brill. The 
production was outstanding and church members are so proud of the Wilson twins  
in their musical and theatrical pursuits at NMHS. There was also a pre-theater dinner 
attended by Lee Benjamin, Rose Pero, Doug Kammerer, Brody Davis and Leigh and  
Blair Gardner at Big Jim’s Pizzeria and Restaurant.  

Leigh Barker Gardner
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Palm Sunday Worship & BrunchT hank you’s are due all around:  Thank you to the choir, the largest we’ve had in a while; 
Thank you to Rev. Lauri for a meaningful and passionate worship service;  Thank you to  
Jan Farrington for providing all the palm fronds;  Thank you to Alice Marcus who did double 
duty as Deacon and Singer; Thank  you to Leslie MacPherson for the beautiful and moving 
solo “I Walked Where Jesus Walked”;  Thank you to our children for singing their very best;  
Thank you to our gentlemen cooks John Blakeman, Jeff Gardner, Drew Lombardi & Frank 
Osmers with a special shout-out to Repeat Master Chef and Chief Organizer Extraordinaire, 
Nick Montello. And lastly, and most especially, a big thank you to Susan Gordon who has 
generously provided the entire Palm Sunday Brunch for the fourth time now. Another lovely 
Palm Sunday event was definitely enjoyed by all!

Photos by Rev. Lauri Craig, Leigh Gardner, and Jen Chin
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Sunday School In Action
Palm Sunday Hosanna Welcome!

Whilst the adults were downstairs in Fellowship Hall enjoying the wonderful Pancake Brunch, 
Emma, Doug, and our enthusiastic Sunday School artists were busy decorating both front and 
back church entrances in all sorts of glorious colors using sidewalk chalk and rose petals. This 
clever Idea came from Quinn Caldwell of UCC Stillspeaking fame (see next page). It is the hope 
of our Sunday School children that this artwork will inspire people entering or leaving the 
church to carry the joy of Palm Sunday out into the world. Thank you, children!

Photos by Doug Kammerer, Rev. Lauri Craig, and Leigh Gardner
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Alfombra
Quinn G. Caldwell

April 9, 2017

“Then they brought [the colt] to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set 
Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road.” - Luke 19:35-36

The kids at my church skip worship on Palm Sunday every year. I would consider that a problem if 
they weren’t doing it for such a beautiful reason. While the rest of us are in worship, the kids and 
their handlers are out on the street making ready for Jesus. Using flowers gathered from florists all 
around town, they make an alfombra, or carpet, of flowers all up and down the street in front of the 
church. People throughout Latin America make wildly complex alfombras out of colored sawdust (and 
sometimes other stuff) for a variety of religious processions, mostly centering on Holy Week.

Ours aren’t quite as astonishingly complex as those traditional ones, but what they lack in complexity 
and technical precision they make up for in heart. Smiley faces, rainbows, and peace signs made 
of colored petals mingle with sunbursts and abstract designs made of entire flowers. They line the 
street to welcome the rest of us when the doors open after church and we head out for a Palm 
Sunday procession around the neighborhood.

Ask our kids why they do it, and they’ll tell you this: here on Palm Sunday, Jesus starts a very difficult 
journey. He’s about to walk a hard road to a terrible place. Before he’s done, his feet will be bruised 
and battered. So they lay these flowers at his feet, in the most beautiful way they can contrive, 
to try to make the journey easier. To cushion his feet. To soothe his eyes. To let the last things he 
experiences before the betrayal be acts of devotion and kindness and beauty.

You might not have a roomful of free flowers to work with, but I bet if you look around today, you can 
find something to do that might make Jesus’ journey this week easier. Make a piece of art for him. 
Feed a hungry person for him. Walk a mile barefoot in solidarity with him. Pray with a broken heart 
for him. Sing the most beautiful song you know to encourage him. Let him—and all who walk hard 
roads—know he’s not alone.

Prayer

Oh my dear, precious Jesus: I am with you.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Quinn G. Caldwell is the Pastor of Plymouth Congregational Church, Syracuse, New 
York. His most recent book is a series of daily reflections for Advent and Christmas 
called All I Really Want: Readings for a Modern Christmas. Learn more about it and 
find him on Facebook at Quinn G. at Quinn G. Caldwell.
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With the whole town out and about last  
year, stopping in to visit our successful sale,  
we have signed up to participate again this 
year as a much needed fundraiser. PLEASE  
start saving all those things you’re not going  
to use but are too good to throw away. 

Please note also that we will be selling  
gently used, CLEAN clothing this year in 
addition to books, DVDs, household items, 
electronics, jewelry, attic treasures, etc.   
Also, BAKED GOODS will be sold again  
under a canopy out by the front sidewalk.

Due to storage space limitations, we won’t  
be able to receive your donations until the 
week beginning Sunday, April 22nd, but  
you can bring things in as late as the day  
of the sale. Baked goods and large items  
(eg, furniture) must be brought the day  
of the sale.

We are also asking for TIME commitments 
to sort/set up on Friday, April 27th and then 
on Saturday (2-hour shifts) to help man the 
tables in Fellowship Hall and out in front of the 
church. Thank you, in advance, for anything 
you can do to help with this fundraiser before, 
during, and/or after the sale.

Are you Saving?
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Health & School Kits Assembly

CWS Kits are small packages of supplies assembled by volunteers and shipped to families  
and communities in need around the world. 

Hygiene Kits:  In the face of natural disasters, violence, or grinding poverty, hygiene kits can 
mean the difference between sickness and health for struggling families.

School Kits:  School kits give children in impoverished schools, refugee camps, or other  difficult 
settings some of the basic tools for learning.

Our Women’s Fellowship is currently assembling 10 School Kits and 10 Health Kits to be 
brought this month to the UCC church in River Edge, as they are a central collection depot in 
this area. If, at any time, you would like to assemble a kit to contribute, please see Jen Chin. 
 
The requirements for each kit are as follows:

Hygiene Kits: 
q  One hand towel measuring approximately  

15”x28” to 16”x32”

q  One washcloth

q  One wide-tooth comb removed from package

q  One finger or toe nail clipper removed from package

q  One bath-size bar of soap in the wrapper

q  One toothbrush in the package

q  Ten standard size Band-aids

School Kits: 
q  One pair blunt scissors removed from the package 

(rounded tip only)

q  Three 70-count bound notbooks or notebooks 
totaling 200-210 pages (no loose-leaf or filler paper)

q  One hand-held pencil sharpener removed from 
package

q  One large eraser (no pencil-cap erasers)

q  Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers removed 
from package

q  One box of 24 crayons only

q  One 12”x14” to 14”x17” finished size cotton or 
lightweight, solid colored canvas bag with cloth 
handles (no logos). No reusable shopping bags  
or backpacks
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Your prayers are requested for…

>    Jeanne Martin’s brother-in-law (in California) who had a heart attack 
and is facing bypass surgery, Mary Lou Boyd, the family of Tom 
Rodano, who passed away. Tom was Sabino Rodano’s uncle; Eric 
Johnson, Anita’s son; the family of Pat Wood who passed away;  
Paul Farber, Patty Teagno, a dear friend of Rose Pero’s; Vince Aiosa, 
Adam Eike, Ann Arrigo, Dan Taylor. 

>   All families and friends of those murdered in Florida 

>  All victims of abuse, neglect, terrorism, weather extremes, any pain 

>  The Refugee Resettlement Project and the families relocating to the USA 
>   Peace in our country and around the world, our military and leaders 

Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063) 24/7 with any request. 
We will print prayer requests for one month. If you would like your request to be continued,  

please contact the church office.

from “Random Acts of Kindness”
 —The Editors of Conari Press

Who would ever think that a telephone 
answering machine could change your 
life? I had just broken up from a very long 
and painful relationship and found myself 
suddenly in a new city without friends, 
without anything to do or any desire to 
do anything. I was like a listless blob of 
expended energy. Every day I would come 
home from work and just stare at the walls, 
sometimes crying but mostly just sitting and 
wondering if this cloud would ever  
go away.
     I had bought an answering machine— 
why, I don’t know, since nobody ever called 
me. One night I came home and the red light 
was f lashing. I couldn’t believe it, a phone 
call. When I played it back, a wonderful  
male voice started to apologize— he had

called the wrong number. I burst into 
tears. But then he kept talking. He said my 
voice on the message had sounded so sad 
and he just wanted to tell me that it was 
OK to be sad, that being able to feel that 
sadness was important. His message went 
on for quite a while, just talking about how 
important it was to be able to go through 
the pain instead of running away from it, 
and how, even though it probably seemed 
impossible now, things would get better. 
He never even said his name, but that 
message was, in a very important way,  
the beginning of my life.

“The purpose of life is a life of purpose.”
—Robert Byrne
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Birthdays in April

  2 Kaitlyn Montello

  7  Brody Davis

  8 Liz Marcus

11  Linda Aiello

15 Lauri Craig

17 John Blakeman

19 Robin Maslanek

25 Michael Maslanek, Jr.

30 Avalon Davis

People would rather
debate doctrine or
beliefs or tradition

or interpretation than
actually do what Jesus

said. It’s not rocket
science. Just go do 
it. Practice loving
a difficult person

or try forgiving someone.
Give away some money.

Tell someone thank
you. Encourage a

friend. Bless an enemy.
Say “I’m sorry.”
Worship God.

John Ortberg

From Liz Marcus for Easter…

Channeled Message 
from Jesus~
“In holy times are we, when 
brother and sister, mother and 
father, friend and foe, shall 
get together to put aside their 
differences, to look to the love 
within them. In holiness we can 
make it so on Earth, like Earth  
as it is in Heaven. Amen.”
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As a longtime member and former secretary, I would like to introduce As a longtime member and former secretary, I would like to introduce A
you to the Funeral Consumers Alliance of Northern NJ, Inc., an 
organization devoted to Consumer Education for Responsible  
Funeral Planning. Participating funeral directors offer affordable 
prices for simple and dignified arrangements.  

Members complete a form indicating their wishes and choice of 
funeral home. This is very helpful to survivors who will not need 
to make difficult decisions under stress or pressure. It is well 
worth it to have peace of mind and to know that you are abiding  
by your loved one’s directions.

Pre-planning is highly recommended; pre-paying is not, since situations  
could change.

Please visit their website at www.fcannj.org or call at 973-346-2423 for 
more information and a list of participating directors and prices.

Jan Farrington

Please notify the church office when:

]  You or a family member is sick or in the hospital

]  When a family member has passed away

]  You are planning a meeting or scheduling  
an event, so it can be placed on the Church  
calendar

]  You want to arrange for a Baptism or Wedding

]  Your telephone number or address has changed  
or you will be moving, locally or out of town

]  You feel the Church can help you in any way

Reminder   —  Hospital Stays
Federal law restricts the disclosure of patient 
information by hospitals. As a result, the pastor  
and church office may not know that a member 
of the church has been admitted to the hospital.  
If you are hospitalized and would like to notify  
the pastor, it is important that you (or a family 
member or friend), inform the church office as 
soon as possible at 201-384-1063. Hospitals  
can no longer provide this information to us.
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and the Hope of Easter.




