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Dear friends and family of faith, 

Grace and peace to one and all! 

“So there's this huge maze, and every day four characters enter the maze to find and eat cheese. There 

are two mice. Sniff and Scurry. And two tiny humans. Hem and Haw. Each day they find their cheese in

the same, dependable cheese station. They live happy, content lives. Until the day they discover that the

cheese is no longer where it should be. Sniff and Scurry, being mice, immediately race off into the 

maze to look for cheese somewhere else. Sniff sniffing his way, with Scurry scurrying ahead. But Hem 

and Haw, the two little humans, being thinking beings, become immobilized in their dilemma. This has 

never happened before. That's a big, scary maze that Sniff and Scurry have run into, and Hem and Haw 

don't want to leave their safe cheese station. Even though 'their' cheese fails to materialize--day after 

day.” ******* 

So begins a little book from several years ago about change and how we deal with it: Who moved my 

cheese by Spencer Johnson, a best seller. And in the tradition of the best storytellers, looking for cheese

means much more than looking for cheese. Cheese is a metaphor for whatever we may be looking for 

or depending upon in life: success, love, spiritual fulfillment, employment, happiness. And as the two 

tiny human characters, Hem and Haw, go through the process of thinking about their missing cheese, 

and what to do about it, we are taken through a similar process in relation to our own "cheese." Change 

happens to all of us, and the things we value, treasure and depend upon are all subject to change. 

Yesterday's steady foundation can become today's shifting sands--and tomorrow's quicksand. Hem 

responds to 'his' missing cheese with despair. He is sure if he waits long enough, the old cheese will 

reappear. He's afraid of going out into the unknown maze, and even if there were new cheese 

somewhere out there, he knows he probably wouldn't like it. His despair and fear take on anger and 

blaming: “how dare someone move his cheese.” 'They' have no right to move his cheese. This shouldn't

be happening to him. He's entitled to his cheese. Haw, although initially as stunned and afraid as Hem, 

eventually laughs at himself, and his unwillingness to look for new cheese. He realizes that he has to go

looking for new cheese, despite his fear...and if you want to know what happens after that, you'll have 

to get the book. It’s only very small, but a story that can change your attitude to dealing with change. 

As we are now coming to the conclusion of yet another season of Lent and approaching Holy Week and

Easter Sunday and the Season of Easter, I wonder how you/we are doing with the challenges and 

changes we face in our lives. Loved ones continue to be sick and infirmed. Our country continues to be 

in chaos. The world stage becomes more fear filled each day. Hatred and anger overflow into our daily 

encounters and trust is more violated among individuals, communities and governments. Many turn 

away from God when hardships happen. Many find it easier at the time to blame others (and God) for 

their own unhappiness and problems. But those of us who trust in God are strengthened by familiar 

            (over)
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words of Scripture including: “From where does our help come? Our help comes from the Lord who 

made Heaven and Earth” – and who made each of us in God’s own image. My hope and prayer 

continues to be that your faith and personal relationship with God is being strengthened in the midst of 

these many trials. My hope and prayer is that you have chosen to spend more time each day reading the

Bible, praying, being grateful, “leaning (more) on the Everlasting Arms” during this season of 

Reflection and Contemplation. And my hope and prayer continues to be that we, as a community of 

faith, will together grow in our understanding, service, and trust in one another and move beyond just 

“attending church or being members of church” to truly becoming disciples of Jesus Christ, who is the 

Head of the Church. 

Please participate as much as you are able during these last days of Lent. Palm Sunday will include the 

traditional Palm Procession at the beginning of worship and the annual Pancake Breakfast during 

coffee hour. We will gather on Maundy Thursday, April 13th, for the service of Tennebrae @ 7:30 pm 

in the sanctuary and again at noon on Good Friday, April 14th, for a quiet reflective time of 

remembrance and prayer.  Be sure to invite your neighbors and family to celebrate with us on Easter 

Sunday as we once again will ‘bring the Cross to life” and sing Alleluia for “Christ the Lord is Risen!” 

And as always, I am only an email or phone call away! (remember to use for now my personal email as

the Outlook account has been closed) 

Blessings always! 

Rev Lauri 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mission Outreach and Social Action (MOSA) 

Rita Negron Maslanek, Chairperson 

We’re off to a good start this year with team members, Liz Marcus, Alice Marcus, Tammy Shaw 

Rodano and Nancy Sierra, joining me in this vital ministry. 

Though our congregation is small in number, our response to mission continues to reflect caring hearts 

and big spirits. Thanks to your generous giving, last year we sent $11,512.00 to the UCC in response to

the denomination’s five special offerings: The Christmas Fund (aka Veterans of the Cross), Neighbors 

in Need, Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM), One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), and Strengthen 

the Church. In addition, we contributed $1,174 to Eva’s Village, a Paterson, New Jersey based 

organization that provides food and housing, medical and recovery services, and education and training

to individuals in need. And these are just our monetary donations. 

We continue to support the Center for Food Action (CFA) and encourage all to bring long-life shelf 

items with you on Sundays or anytime you wish, which are then delivered to the food pantry every 

week. The CFA also welcomes monetary donations. 

This year is promising to be very hands-on for our church, extending beyond our normal giving. 

Thanks to Christine Bischoff’s involvement in Refugee Resettlement with our sister church, Cresskill 
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UCC, last month we were made aware of the need for help in resettling a family of six from 

Afghanistan to Jersey City through Church World Service. The response from our church family was 

immediate and included $490 toward the Mattress Fund, donations of furniture and toys, help in 

cleaning up and preparing the apartment for the new arrivals, as well as strong arms and trucks to 

deliver the furniture to the new home. It really does take a village and so many of you responded with 

open hearts and hands on very short notice. There are too many to mention by name and I don’t want to

risk leaving anyone out. But you know who you are and, more important, a refugee family in Jersey 

City knows that you care and that they are not alone. Thank you. 

Other hands-on volunteer needs include feeding the homeless at Eva’s Kitchen, a program at Eva’s 

Village. If you are able to donate a few hours of your time, assistance is needed to serve breakfast 

and/or lunch. Volunteers are currently needed for the lunch shift (10:45 am to 1:00 pm) on April 4, 5, 

10, 11 and April 24. All volunteers must receive a 45-minute orientation, but this can be done at our 

church by anyone who has previously participated in the orientation. They are, Christine Bischoff, 

Alice Marcus and Rita Negron Maslanek. Please let anyone of us know if you would like to volunteer 

on any of the April dates listed above. 

Check future Spire articles for information on more opportunities to assist with other refugee 

resettlement projects and to volunteer with Habitat for Humanity of Bergen County, Eva’s Village and 

in our own church. The MOSA team welcomes your ideas and input. Working together, we can make a 

difference in our local communities and around the world. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Saturday, April 29th
SAVE THE DATE:

We will be participating in the Haworth Townwide Yard Sale 
and we need your help to gather and price donations, sell 
items, donate and sell baked goods, coffee, etc., and set up 
and clean up.  We will be giving a donation to the Haworth 
Library (sponsor) and also using the proceeds towards our 
church and Habitat for Humanity of Bergen County. Yard 
sale items will be collected from Sunday, April 23 through 
Saturday, April 29th. Stay tuned for more information!

for the  

Haworth Townwide Yard Sale  
at First Congregational UCC Haworth
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YOU ARE NEEDED ON 

APRIL 8, 2017 ~ 9am – Noon!!!!

Reason: Church Super Clean-Up Morning!

All hands on deck...Bring your hand-vac to vacuum

cushions and upholstery and rags for cleaning the pews

and woodwork throughout the Nave, Church and

Lounge. We will provide Murphy Soap and window

washing equipment.  Coffee and refreshments will be

provided to keep your energy level up!!!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dates to Remember:  
Sunday April 23rd will again be "Holy Hilarity" 
Sunday....Please be gathering your favorite 'church 
appropriate' humor to share that day!

Thursday, April 6, 2017 - 10:30 A.M. (note time!)

President of the Month:  Dorothy Blakeman

Program:  Pastor Lauri Craig will serve Communion and

deliver a meditation.  Health kits will be assembled. 

Readers are needed for our Maundy Thursday worship 
service - April 12 @ 7:30 pm. Please sign up as you are
able...a sign up sheet is available.

Your Prayers are Requested for…
 Jeanne Martin’s sister-in-law, Janet Benning 

Bartholf. She grew up in Haworth.                            
 Vince Aiosa who is home after a recent re-

hospitalization.                                                           
 Frank Osmers and Family on the passing of Frank’s 

daughter, Lauren; Nancy Sierra and Josh, Amber, 

Deborah and Russ Eike; David Leang, a friend of 
Liz Marcus; SJ, Sowon’s best friend from college, 
who has cancer; Erica and Family, Pam Masey, 
Tania’s cousin, Dee; Gregory Delgado, Sandra 
DeLorenzo, Marcy Baumbach, Tom Meyer, Robert 

Kanwisher’s Family, Ann Arrigo, Bob Duchacek, 
Dan Taylor.                                                               

 For the Refugee Resettlement Project and the           

families relocating to the USA.         
 For all victims of abuse, neglect, terrorism, weather 

extremes, any pain.                                                   
 For peace in our country and around the world, our  

military and leaders. 

Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063)  
   24/7 with any request.

At a Glance…
Sundays: Choir rehearsal, 9:15am     

Wednesdays: Playgroup, 9:30-11:00am, FH
     Fridays: Lunch Bunch, 11:00am, FH
      Deacon for April ~ Suzanne Renaud      
Saturday, 4/8: Church Super Clean-Up

 Sunday, 4/9: Palm Sunday,

Annual Pancake Lunch after worship

 Thursday, 4/13: Maundy Thursday,

    worship at 7:30pm

 Friday, 4/14: Good Friday,

worship at noon

 Sunday, 4/16: Easter Sunday

 Saturday, 4/22: Earth Day

 Sunday, 4/23: Leadership Team Meeting  

after worship

 Saturday, 4/29: Town-wide Yard Sale –

     details to follow
\

A Prayer for You at Easter

God, give us eyes to see

the beauty of the Spring,

And to behold Your majesty

in every living thing -

And may we see in lacy leaves

and every budding flower

The Hand that rules the universe

with gentleness and power -

And may this Easter grandeur

that Spring lavishly imparts

Awaken faded flowers of faith

lying dormant in our hearts,

And give us ears to hear, dear God,

the Springtime song of birds

With messages more meaningful

than man's often empty words

Telling harried human beings

who are lost in dark despair -

Be like us and do not worry

for God has you in His care.

Helen Steiner Rice

Easter Sunday, April 16, 2017



  

Church Ambassadors Checklist Related to Snacks for 

General Synod 

Hello Church Ambassadors,

Thank you for being a part of the Central Atlantic Conference team providing an 
extravagant welcome to the approximately 4,000 Delegates, Visitors and Volunteers
who will participate in the June 29 – July 4, 2017 General Synod being held at the 
Baltimore, MD Convention Center.

SNACKS NEEDED

The Central Atlantic Conference Local Arrangements Committee has determined that 
40,000 pre-packaged snacks will be needed. To achieve this goal, each church will be 
asked to provide a certain number of regular and gluten free snacks. The number of 
snacks a church is asked to provide is based on membership reported in the UCC 
Yearbook. Your church is asked to donate either $80.00 toward the purchase of  
snacks or 20 dozen packages of snacks (240 items).  

ROLE OF CHURCH AMBASSADORS

New Jersey churches may choose the financial donation in lieu of snacks due to the 
added complications of transporting actual products from New Jersey to Maryland.
Checks should be made payable to and mailed directly to the Central Atlantic 
Conference office at 918 S Rolling Road, Catonsville, MD 21228 by May 5, 2017.  
This will allow sufficient time for the purchase of pre-packaged snacks on site. Please 
add “General Synod Snacks” in the memo of your check.

If your church chooses to donate actual snacks, please see the attached listing of 
acceptable snacks. We ask that your congregation donate at least 13 dozen snacks 
from the “regular” list and 7 dozen snacks from the “allergy free” list. We have 
also included a Log for you to complete and leave with the snacks at the drop off site; 
this is very important to insure that your church’s donations are credited accurately.

If you choose the snack donation option, you may drop off your snacks at the New 
Jersey Association spring meeting on Saturday, March 25 at Stanley Church in 
Chatham.  Or, you may drop the snacks off at one of the following locations no later 
than Monday, May 22, 2017:

New Jersey Association Office, 195 Ridgewood Avenue, Glen Ridge, NJ, enter 
by side door on Clark Street, please call first (973 748 7772) to be sure someone is in;

Holmdel Community Church, 40 West Main Street (Newman Springs Road), 
Holmdel, on the porch of Fellowship Hall in front of the double doors facing the parking 
lot; 

Holy Trinity, Beverly Rancocas Road and Pageant Lane, Willingboro, (drop off 
information will be sent in a later mailing)

Please send the decision of financial donation or snacks for 
your congregation by March 29, 2017 to sheslerc@aol.com

Thank you for serving as a Church Ambassador and assisting with the “gathering of 
snacks” process.  If you have any questions please contact me at sheslerc@aol.com.

Blessings,

Christine Shesler

New Jersey Association Snack Liaison 
For Central Atlantic Conference Local Arrangements Committee Snack Project 
UCC General Synod 
Baltimore, MD, June 30-July 4, 2017

ATTACHMENTS

1. Acceptable snacks to be provided by your church if you choose snacks in lieu of 
a financial donation –please choose 13 dozen from the “regular list” and 7 dozen 
from the “allergy free” list

2. Snack log to be printed out, filled out and left with your church’s snack donations 
at drop off site                  

 



 
 

Pre-packaged Snacks for Participants and Volunteers
General Synod 2017 June 30 – July 4, 2017 

Baltimore Convention Center

The Central Atlantic Conference (CAC) General Synod Local Arrangements Committee 
is collecting Pre-packaged Snacks for Delegates, Visitors and Volunteers attending the 
June 30 – July 4, 2017 General Synod at the Baltimore Convention Center. This is part 
of our extravagant welcome for more than 4,000 delegates, visitors and volunteers. We 
plan to provide pre-packaged snacks for each of the five days of General Synod. That 
means that we need approximately 40,000 snacks. We are asking all churches in the 
CAC to assist us in providing these snacks, similar to snacks provided each year for the 
CAC Annual Meeting, or provide a financial donation in lieu of snacks. The Snack Team 
will purchase snacks using the financial donations.

Types of Snacks Needed for General Synod:

• Cookie packs 
• Cereal, multi-grain, fruit and grain, or granola bars 
• Graham crackers 
• Goldfish cracker packs 
• Cracker Jacks 
• Rice Krispy treats 
• Pretzels 
• Doritos, Fritos, Cheetos, Potato Chip packs 
• Lance cracker packs 
• Sun chips 
• 100 calorie snacks 
• Peanut packs 

Allergen-Free Snacks Needed:
• Nut Free Snacks (should state nut free)
• Gluten Free Snacks – package will state gluten free.  Note that packages stating 
gluten free but packaged in facilities handling wheat are not truly gluten free.  Gluten 
free brands include:  

• Live G free snacks (found at Aldi’s),  
• Fruit snacks – Welches, Motts, Raisins, Craisins,  
• Snyder’s gluten free pretzels 
• Skinny-pop or Smart Food popcorn 
• Vegetable straws  

 
 

Snack Log for NJ Church Donations 

 General Synod 2017  

>>To be printed out, filled out, and left with your church’s snack donations at a drop off site. 

Thank you so much! 

Church Name: _______________________________    Town:__________________________          

Church Contact:______________________________   Phone:__________________________ 

 Snack Type Doz Donated Snack Type Doz Donated 
Cereal bars  Goldfish cracker packs  
Cookie packs  Graham crackers  
Crackers and cheese  Multigrain bars  
Cracker packs, Lance  Potato chip packs  
Cracker jacks  Pretzels  
Doritos  Rice Krispy treats  
Fritos  Smart food popcorn  
Fruit and grain bars  Sun chips  
Fruit crisps  100 calorie snacks  
Peanut packs  Other:  
Other:    
    
Grand Total of “Regular” 
Snacks donated: 

   

    
Allergy Free Items Doz. Donated Allergy Free Items Doz Donated 
Live G-free Snacks  Raisins  
Fruit Snacks (pkgd)  Skinny-pop/Smart popcorn  
Craisins  Snyder’s gluten free pretzels  
Garden veggie straws  Other:  
Other    
Grand Total of  
“Allergy Free”  
Snacks donated: 
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10:30 am    Worship Service 
Pancake Breakfast to follow

1:00 -6 pm    Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

1:00 -6 pm    Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

1:00 -6 pm    Bridge Fellowship Church  
(Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

1:00 -6 pm   Bridge Fellowship
 (Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

1:00 -6 pm   Bridge Fellowship
 (Sanctuary, Lounge, FH)

7:30 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting 
(Lounge)

4/10 ~ 4/14
School(s) Spring Break 

7:30 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting 
(Lounge)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

7:30 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting 
(Lounge)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

7:30 pm 
BF Prayer Meeting 
(Lounge)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (OFFICE) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

12 Noon
Parkinsons’ Group  (FH)

3:30 pm ~ 6 pm
PAVLOS PARTY  (FH)

10:30 am
Music Together  (LG)

9:00 am

10:30 am
Music Together  (LG)

10:30 am
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 am
Music Together  (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

8 pm 
Toastmasters (Lounge)

8 pm 
Toastmasters (Lounge)

7:30 pm AA (FH)

7:30 pm AA 

7:30 pm AA 

7:30 pm AA (FH)

10:30 am & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)
10:30 am  
Women’s Fellowship 
Communion Brunch

10:30 am & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 am & 4 pm
Music Together  (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

9:30 – 11:00 am 
PLAYGROUP (FH) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

 NO Music Together  (FH)
12 Noon – 3 pm 
AU Monthly 
Meeting~Luncheon (FH)  

10:30 am & 4 pm 
Music Together  (FH)

10:30 am & 4 pm 
Music Together  (FH)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

10:30 am  Worship Service

10:30 am    Worship Service 
Communion 

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

7 pm
BIBLE Study Group (LG)

7 pm
BIBLE Study Group (LG)

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

11:00 – 1 pm 
Lunch Bunch (FH)

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

12:45 - 3 pm 
Women’s Step (LG) 

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

6 am 
BF Morning Devotion (LG)

10:30 am   Worship

10:30 am   Worship

Sunday Worship &  
CHURCH SCHOOL* ~ 10:30 am

ALL ARE WELCOME and invited to  
share coffee & fellowship downstairs  

in Fellowship Hall afterward.
* Child care available.  No church school summer months;  resumes September.  

Choir Rehearsals:  9:15 am Sundays ONLY September–June

NOON: 
Haworth SENIORS (FH)

7:15 pm   Special Worship 
Experience (FH) 

Coffeehour Conversation 
w/Rev. Lauri (FH) 

Earth Day

PALM SUNDAY

EASTER  
SUNDAY

7:30 pm 
Tenebrae Service 12 Noon 

Good Friday Service

Music Together Spring semester April 12 - June 24 (10 weeks);  
NO CLASSES April 5, 26, 27, 29, May 20

Saturday, April 29th
SAVE THE DATE:

Haworth Townwide Yard Sale

8:30 am Setup

Sale: 10am ~ 2pm NO Music Together  (FH)

 NO Music Together  (FH)

 NO Music Together  (FH)

*HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY
Bring your  good [clean] church jokes! 



Love Overcame

Love overcame
Emerging from a cold tomb

All the truth, majesty and creativity of a living God
Transforming a broken heart

Making a quiet return, in a still and sorrowful garden
The grave stone rolled away, to release redemptive love

Jesus resurrected and restored
Comforts a weeping woman

Speaks with travellers on a journey
Meets with his faithful friends

And they bow down before Christ alive
And acknowledged that the saviour has arrived

That the word of God has come alive
And that the extraordinary transformation of heaven and earth

Is complete

“Love Overcame” copyright © 2014 Julie Palmer

CHRIST IS ALIVE!
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