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Dear friends,

“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you, for this is the law and the prophets.” 
(Matt. 7:12)  “The Golden Rule”, as we know it, is so simple that it is complex. Pair this with the greatest 
commandment—and, we are to love God first, and our neighbor as we love ourself —“for this is the law 
and the prophets.” 

Usually it is hard for us to understand that we are to love our neighbors, even if we do not know them 
or like them. We are taught to reach out our hand in Christian friendship to all people, whether we meet 
for coffee and conversation once a week, we stand in line with them at the grocery store or we read of 
their plight or success in the newspaper. In today’s world, many are afraid to speak to strangers let alone 
“extend the right hand of friendship” to anyone we do not know. How can we love our neighbors when 
we don’t even know their names? How can we pray for others whom we do not know? How can we 
“live and love” as children of God when we don’t love ourselves or the situations in our lives? For some, 
building walls to separate is the answer. For others, anger and resentment seem to be an answer. But 
how can we build community? How can we show caring instead of apathy and jealousy? How can we 
‘get out of the way’ so that God’s light and love can shine through us? And how can we protect the ones 
we love? 

The month of March and the season of Lent is a good time to focus on our inner selves—on our souls— 
the deepest part of each of us and of all of us. How can we protect our own precious hearts and souls 
from being murdered by others seeking power and control over us? Perhaps one way to seek to heal and 
nurture our souls is to turn to those who are closest to us and show our love and compassion for them.   
How often do we forget to say “thank you” and “I love you” to family and closest friends? How often do 
we overlook and look past the positive attributes of the ones we are related to? Do we remember this 
“golden rule” when we are with them too? Sometimes we are so busy with the “work of the Church” 
and our jobs that our relationships suffer. Our ‘busyness” gets in the way of being husband or wife, 
father or mother, sister or brother, daughter or son.  We need to remember to show gratitude to those 
who support us, those who understand us, those who love us. For many of us, family relationships have 
been well tested and we may have to make amends before we can say “thank you.” Or, we might need 
to hold others responsible for their actions toward us, and maybe begin to forgive so that we can be free 
of the burden of anger and betrayal. In any case, move toward gratitude. Remember, God is with you 
and me at all times and in all places. 

Perhaps, during the remainder of this season of Lent 2018, we each will pledge to say thank you to 
someone each day. Perhaps this season of Lent 2018 will be the one where you pledge to encourage a 
loved one to try something new or rekindle an old hobby or interest. Perhaps, during this season of



Soup, Bread, and Fellowship!
There will be a second Simple Soup Supper Wednesday evening, March 7th starting 
6:15 pm or as soon you can get to the church. Following our simple meal, we will begin 
to discuss the book “A Bigger Table” (see next page).  Please join us!

L E N T — Let’s End Negative Thinking

L E N T — Let’s Embrace New Traditions

Lent 2018, you will decide to dedicate these weeks to regular family devotion time and Bible Study and 
discussion. And perhaps, during this season of Lent 2018, you will pledge yourself to studying God’s 
word and listening for God’s voice every day in your own life. Instead of the old theory of “giving up” 
something for Lent as a sacrifice, what if you “took up” more fully the love of God for you and then 
shared it?  What might happen to your soul if you were to dedicate these sacred weeks to loving your 
family and friends and your family of faith? God continues to offer us new opportunities to “see angels 
in our midst” and to offer us new traditions of hope and compassion. Are your eyes and ears and hearts 
open and ready to receive and share?  No matter what anyone else says, for me “love always wins!” 

Blessings in abundance!  
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No one likes to eat alone; to approach a table filled with people, only to be told that, 
despite the open chairs, there isn’t room for you is hurtful. This is exactly what the church 
has been saying to far too many people for far too long. How can we extend unconditional 
welcome and acceptance in a world increasingly marked by bigotry, fear, and exclusion? 

Pastor John Pavlovitz invites readers to join him on the journey to find or build a church 
that is big enough for everyone. A Bigger Table:  Building Messy, Authentic, and Hopeful 
Spiritual Community asks if organized Christianity can find a new way of faithfully Spiritual Community asks if organized Christianity can find a new way of faithfully Spiritual Community
continuing the work Jesus begun two thousand years ago, where everyone gets a seat. 
This book is available online at Amazon.com for $11.68 in paperback form, $7.93 Kindle. 

We will begin discussing this inspiring book following our Simple Soup Supper on  
March 7th. PLEASE COME whether or not you are reading this book. Come for the SOUP,  
come for the DISCUSSION, come for BOTH! It should be a good evening in the life of our 
church. This book is extremely well written and easy to understand.  

On Saturday, April 7th from 7 to 9 pm, the author will be offering a Q&A and book signing 
at the Park Ridge UCC. We’ve all been invited. Please see Rev. Lauri if you’re interested in 
attending. Should be a wonderful evening!

Registrations at Eventbrite are $5. 
Register at https://johnpavlovitz.eventbrite.com/

Lenten Discussion Begins Wednesday March 7
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OGHS Supports Pig Project 
December 13, 2017 

Ramona is a widow with three children who feared she would become destitute. But things  

started to turn around when she received and raised her first piglet. She gave four of that sow’s 

initial offspring to neighbors and sold eight, using the proceeds to invest in more animals. She’s 

sold over 50 pigs to date and made more than $4,000. Ramona’s business has thrived with help 

from her children and the day laborers she hires from among her neighbors. She now has nearly 

100 animals and a brighter future. 

Likewise, Juliana, mother of three, saw everything improve thanks to that one small gift. She has 

made $620 so far from selling piglets after giving six to neighbors. She’s thrilled that the money 

helped her send her two sons to school and pay for their school supplies, uniforms, backpacks, 

shoes and transportation.  

Mission Outreach & Social Action (MOSA)
  Rita Negrón Maslanek, Chairperson
  

On Sunday, March 18th, we will be receiving the 2018 One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special 

mission offering of the United Church of Christ. Your gifts to OGHS provide hope to people in need 

throughout the world. Because of your support to OGHS, when a disaster strikes or people are 

displaced or made refugees by violence or extreme poverty, you are part of the immediate response 

and of the long-term recovery.  Through OGHS, you engage in holistic development programs 

including health care, education, agriculture, food sustainability, micro-financing and women’s 

empowerment. This year, we are encouraging parents and grandparents to involve children in 

supporting OGHS by sharing and discussing with them OGHS stories you will hear during Mission 

Moments, the one you will find in our Sunday Worship Bulletins and the Pig Project story listed 

below. Additionally, two Children’s Sermons will focus on OGHS. Each child will be receiving an 

Offering Box and on March 18th, they will present their gifts to God.  The rest of us are invited to use 

the offering envelopes that will be found in the worship bulletins. 

Read now how your generous support of One Great Hour of Sharing changed Ramona’s life:

Continued on next page...

Page 4 THE SPIRE



Passing of the Peace 
During Lent

For a long time, now, the Passing of the 
Peace during each Sunday’s worship service 
has been an issue with both pros and cons. 
Some in the congregation would very 
much like to see it eliminated, seeing it 
as a “commercial” break which completely 
interrupts the flow of serious worship. 
     Others, however, find it most pleasing 
to be able to greet fellow worshippers 
whom they seldom see at any other time.
     It is said that Coffee Hour is the time 
for socializing and indeed it is; however, 
not everyone comes down for fellowship 
after worship due to other obligations.
     As an experiment, just to see how 
worship might be without the Passing of 
the Peace, we will discontinue that one 
aspect of worship for the duration of Lent 
through Palm Sunday. We will resume the 
practice on Easter Sunday. Anyone with 
an opinion on this subject should feel 
free to enter this “conversation” of “should 
we” or “should we not” have the Passing 
of the Peace during our worship services.

Juliana with one of her pigs.
Photo courtesy of Church World Service.
Story courtesy of Foods Resource Bank.

Best of all, Juliana’s pig business has brought her back to her 

community. She used to be a domestic worker in the nation’s 

capital, Santo Domingo, and made the commute home only on

weekends.  Now, she earns enough to stay home, raise and sell 

pigs, and run a small grocery store she and her husband opened 

in their home.

The pig project is part of the Foods Resource Bank’s Dominican 

Republic Bateyes project. These programs are supported by 

One Great Hour of Sharing and encourage love of neighbor. 

Today, families are “paying it forward,” enabling more and more 

of their neighbors to make life-changing improvements to their 

circumstances as well.

OGHS Supports Pig Project Continued...
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Palm Sunday Service
Pancake Brunch Follows 
Sunday, March 25 
10:30 am 

Maundy Thursday 
Tenebrae Service 
Thursday, March 29 
7:30 pm

Good Friday Service 
Friday, March 30 
12 noon

Easter Sunday  
Family Service
Sunday, April 1
10:30 am
Hallelujah Chorus  
(from “Messiah”) ~ Handel

christ is alive!
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Sunday School In Action
Our Christian Education Director, Emma Nathanson recaps below her Sunday School 
class held Sunday, February 25th:

“First we gathered for our normal greeting. We sit in a circle and we each share 
something interesting from our week. Then we collect for our sunshine bank fund 
which will eventually be donated to the food bank. Next we worked on our songs, 
Shaggy Brown Donkey and Amazing Grace. 

Our lesson began by looking at the Story of Lazarus. We discussed the story and 
made representations of the tomb. Once we finished our discussion and our craft, we 
moved out of the classroom for a fun activity —the Toilet Paper Challenge. Students 
raced to wrap each other in bandages so they could break free and rise up!”
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Are You Aware?
New Jersey Association Dues

Each year in March, we are billed DUES of $7 
per capita by the New Jersey Association of the 
Central Atlantic Conference, UCC. Last year, 
the total came to $504. If every member (not 
including our children of course) contributed their 
$7 portion, the church Operating Fund would be 
that much richer. This appeal is coming to you 
because, despite our currently healthy investment 
income which we cannot count on, we are now 
operating with a more realistic deficit.

     This is just a suggestion and certainly not a requirement. Any and all contributions 
will be greatly appreciated, however. Please be sure to ear-mark your check 
“Association Dues” and thank you for your generosity!

SAVE THAT STUFF!
Upcoming Fundraiser

The Haworth Library will again sponsor a Townwide Garage/Yard sale.  
As last year’s sale was so successful, the church will no doubt participate again this year. With 
that in mind, start saving all those things you’re not going to use but  just can’t quite throw 

away. Remember: One person’s trash is another one’s treasure! 
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More than a Gentle End
Matt Fitzgerald
February 24, 2018

“God will guard your going out.” - Psalm 121

Our Book of Worship has a section titled “Order for the Time of Dying.”  What wishful thinking. We can’t 
impose order upon death. All we can do is wait. Or be surprised. Death never comes on time.

The “order” contains a prayer I love. “Let death be as gentle as nightfall.”  No gasping for breath, no 
terrified eyes, no morphine stupor. Just soft, soft nightfall.

But a good death requires more than a gentle end. I pay regular visits to Del, who is dying of ALS. He is 
an intense man. His anger at the world’s injustice won’t let him ignore the injustice of his own disease.

But Del is not content to spend himself despairing. He dives into dying. He’s read almost everything he 
ever wanted to read. When he could no longer hold a book, he switched to television. Del is the only 
senior citizen I know who watched “The Wire”  in two weeks. “What did sick people do before Netflix? 
Probably had their kids read Dickens to them.”

He’s thanked his wife ten thousand times. He thanks God that he can still speak. He’s said goodbye to a 
parade of friends. He called the ones who are afraid to visit. He listens to sirens, using his grave to feel 
the pain of city streets. He is a Christian, not a stoic.

He told me he remembers his mother humming “I Come to the Garden Alone” while he slept in a 
laundry basket beneath her ironing board. When we sing it at his funeral, I’ll see a small boy in 1940, 
napping on folded laundry, safe in his mother’s embrace. Del is already helping me grieve.

If his prayers are answered, Del will have died by the time we’re reading this. And I will have said the 
“nightfall” prayer again. I don’t know if God will grant either petition, but I know that Del’s death has 
been good. May it be so for all of us.

Prayer:  O God, guard our going out. Amen.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Matt Fitzgerald is the Senior Pastor of St. Pauls United Church of Christ in Chicago. He is the 
host of  “Preachers on Preaching,” a weekly podcast sponsored by The Christian Century.
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A Funeral for a Frog
Martin B. Copenhaver

“O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 
~1 Corinthians 15:55

“Shady is dead,” my wife Karen said to me, with more concern than grief in her voice. I knew the 
source of her concern well enough. Shady had lived in a tank in our den for a year and-a-half, as 
close to family as a frog can be.

How do we break the news to our daughter Alanna, just five years old at the time, who referred to 
herself as the frog’s “master,” who gave Shady her name, and even informed us that Shady was 
a girl (“because there’s some way to tell,” she had said)?

When Alanna woke up, I told her, “I have some sad news. Shady died.” Alanna immediately 
responded, “How can you tell?” I had to suppress a smile because, in truth, the frog was the 
picture of death, lying belly-up with her webbed “hands” positioned as if to hold a lily. I said, 
“Come downstairs and see.”

Alanna stared at Shady for a long time and said, “She’s dead,” then added matter-of-factly, “We 
should bury her.”

Alanna knew the very spot to bury her. When the hole was deep enough, I slid Shady’s body into 
the ground and we covered her with a blanket of earth.

“Let’s sing a song,” Alanna said. I asked if she had any suggestions. “Let’s sing ‘Silent Night.” 
With the rain beginning to fall around us, seeming to water the seed we had planted in the earth, 
we sang a homely duet. Then Alanna said a prayer. “Dear God, thank you for Shady, who was 
a great frog. We hope she is all right. Please take care of her. Amen.” We placed a couple of 
evergreen boughs on the grave and then went inside for breakfast.

I suppose it is handy to have a minister in the family when a frog needs a funeral, but in this 
case, I was more member of the congregation than officiant. And I was struck by how wonderful 
it is to be part of a family, the church, that shows us from the earliest age how to respond to the 
awesome presence of death.

Prayer
Thank you for comfort in the presence of death. And thank you, 
again, for Shady.

— Martin B. Copenhaver is President of Andover Newton 
Theological School. His newest book is Room to Grow:  
Meditations on Trying to Live as a Christian.
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Your prayers are requested for…Your prayers are requested for…

>> Jeanne Martin’s brother-in-law (in California) who had a heart attack Jeanne Martin’s brother-in-law (in California) who had a heart attack 
and is facing bypass surgery, the family of Karen Smith Zellar who  and is facing bypass surgery, the family of Karen Smith Zellar who  
died awaiting a kidney transplant, William as he struggles to find his died awaiting a kidney transplant, William as he struggles to find his 
way, Mary Lou Boyd, the family of Tom Rodano, who passed away. way, Mary Lou Boyd, the family of Tom Rodano, who passed away. 
Tom was Sabino Rodano’s uncle; Corbin Fisher, a 5 year old awaiting  Tom was Sabino Rodano’s uncle; Corbin Fisher, a 5 year old awaiting  
a heart transplant; Eric Johnson, Anita’s son; Pat Wood, Paul Farber, a heart transplant; Eric Johnson, Anita’s son; Pat Wood, Paul Farber, 
Patty Teagno, a dear friend of Rose Pero’s; Vince Aiosa, Josh Eike,  Patty Teagno, a dear friend of Rose Pero’s; Vince Aiosa, Josh Eike,  
Ann Arrigo, Dan Taylor. Ann Arrigo, Dan Taylor. 

>>    All families and friends of those murdered in Florida All families and friends of those murdered in Florida 

> > All victims of abuse, neglect, terrorism, weather extremes, any pain All victims of abuse, neglect, terrorism, weather extremes, any pain 

> > The Refugee Resettlement Project and the families relocating to the USAThe Refugee Resettlement Project and the families relocating to the USA

>>    Peace in our country and around the world, our military and leaders Peace in our country and around the world, our military and leaders 
Please feel free to call the office (201-384-1063) 24/7 with any request. 

We will print prayer requests for one month. If you would like your request to be continued,  
please contact the church office.

Please notify the church office when:

]  You or a family member is sick or in the hospital

]  When a family member has passed away

]  You are planning a meeting or scheduling  
an event, so it can be placed on the Church  
calendar

]  You want to arrange for a Baptism or Wedding

]  Your telephone number or address has changed  
or you will be moving, locally or out of town

]  You feel the Church can help you in any way

Reminder   —  Hospital Stays
Federal law restricts the disclosure of patient 
information by hospitals. As a result, the pastor  
and church office may not know that a member 
of the church has been admitted to the hospital.  
If you are hospitalized and would like to notify  
the pastor, it is important that you (or a family 
member or friend), inform the church office as 
soon as possible at 201-384-1063. Hospitals  
can no longer provide this information to us.
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Birthdays in March
  5 Carol Stegall

28 Vince Aiosa

31 Lee Benjamin

Thursday, March 1st 
11:45 am ~ Fellowship Hall

“I’ve kept it all these years...”

We all have items we’ve maybe  
inherited or kept from our childhood  

for a very long time. March’s program  
will be a “Show & Tell” sharing  
of these always-interesting items.  

All are welcome to attend!  
Bring a sandwich to share.  
Dessert will be provided. 

NOTE:  The above program was mistakenly  
promoted in the February SPIRE when in  
actuality February’s program was a very  
interesting presentation by Lee Benjamin  

regarding Black History Month.

Fellowship
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HENRI-FREDERIC AMIEL

Simple Formula for Living
Live beneath your means.

Return everything you borrow.
Stop blaming other people.

Admit it when you make a mistake.
Give clothes not worn to charity.
Do something nice and try not  

to get caught.
Listen more; talk less.

Every day take a 30 minute walk.
Strive for excellence, not perfection.

Be on time. Don’t make excuses.
Don’t argue. Get organized.
Be kind to unkind people.

Let someone cut ahead of you in line.
Take time to be alone.

Cultivate good manners.
Be humble.

Realize and accept that life isn’t fair.
Know when to keep your mouth shut.

Go an entire day without criticizing anyone.
Learn from the past. Plan for the future.

Live in the present.
Don’t sweat the small stuff.

It’s ALL small stuff. Have you ever noticed 
when you’re in the 
presence of certain 

people that you feel better 
about yourself? Their 

compassionate energy has 
the noticeably pleasant 

impact of simply making 
you feel really good  

about yourself.

Wayne Dyer
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Palm  
Sunday 

March 25

Maundy  
Thursday 
March 29

Good  
Friday 

March 30

Easter  
Sunday 
April 1

Easter’s 
coming. 

Holy Week 
will be here 
before you 

know it!




