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Dear ones, 

At General Synod 31 of the United Church of Christ in Baltimore, MD, each morning and each  
time we entered the Convention Center, we were greeted and welcomed with phrases like “Hello  
to all you beautiful and beloved people of GOD!” At the beginning of worship we were welcomed 
with “Hello Church/General Synod 31!” Bob and I were privileged to serve as 2 of the over 250 
volunteers, plus almost 100 youth stewards from our Central Atlantic 
Conference. Our jobs were to welcome and greet, to guide and assist,  
to help delegations find their place in the business sessions, to usher  
and offer the sacrament of Holy Communion during worship, and  
to strive to embody the extravagant welcome that is ours in the UCC 
to each and all of the almost 4000 of us in attendance. It was a time of 
great learning, soul searching, expanding our understanding of major 
political, spiritual and global concerns, and reconnecting with long  
time colleagues, former parishioners and friends, and meeting new  
ones from all over the country as we listened, prayed, laughed and  
cried together. We were inspired by the creative and challenging worship 
services. Our hearts and minds and spirits were nurtured and challenged and  
our eyes were opened to new and innovative ways of being the “beloved people of God.” 

Sidewalk Welcome

Some of the many VOLUNTEERS  
including our own Rev. Lauri

It was exciting and a privilege to listen to our 
newly elected Minister of Justice and Witness  
as she preached and challenged us to new 
heights and depths of awareness. Our President 
and General Minister, the Rev. John Dorhauer 
was a very present and approachable presence 
throughout the week, and at Saturday’s worship 
he challenged us “to follow God’s call to build  
a just world for all as a united church.” He called 
the entire denomination to pull together under  
a new, shared mission — the Three Great Loves 
initiative.

(continued on page 2)

“There is a river whose streams  
make glad the city of God.” (Psalm 46)
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“There will be three significant requests of you: three occasions in which we invite us all to participate 
as one in a collective effort. Each of the Three Great Loves will have a dedicated call to action with 
three components: an invitation to give, an invitation to act, an invitation to connect.”

He outlined three initiatives — in the winter of 
2017, a denomination-wide drive to provide basic 
human needs items to shelters housing refugees 
or the homeless; next fall 2018, there will be a 
denomination-wide school supplies drive to address 
inequalities in our education systems, and at Synod 
in 2019, a sponsored 5K walk to raise money  
and awareness for the earth. 

Over the course of the two years, on the Three  
Great Loves website, the national setting will be 
collecting stories from commitments to the love  
of children, the love of neighbor, the love of  
creation, and how those ministries have had an  
impact. The UCC is also looking to lift up Three  
Great Loves Heroes.

“Our hope is to be able to document 50 percent congregational participation by Synod 2019; to collect 
3,000 stories from across the denomination about how we are building a Just World for All through 
love of children, love of neighbor, and love of creation; to collect 100 stories from other covenant 
partners, like our CHHSM agencies; and we want to name 300 Three Great Loves Heroes.

He urged Synod participants to get started on this mission today, signing up in to be part of the Three 
Great Loves online community.“Three Great Loves is an invitation to act as one and to deepen our 
impact by pulling together in love, for justice, and with purpose,” Rev. Dorhauer said “As disciples  
of the Risen Christ, we call ourselves to embody love and incarnate justice.” “Hey, United Church  
of Christ. The Holy Spirit is relying on you, and envisions a future in which you matter.”

Communion bread for 5,000 (almost) prepared by  
Rev. Lauri and the many volunteers!

(continued on page 3)

“What is Three Great Loves? It is a call to the love of children, to the love 
of neighbor, and to the love of creation. During the next biennium, we 
want to discover what an entire denomination committed to Three Great 
Loves can do to change the world.” From now through the 2019 General 
Synod in Milwaukee, Three Great Loves seeks to build on and amplify 
the sacred work UCC churches are already doing in their communities 
to care for children, reach out in welcome to their neighbors, and act 
as good stewards of the earth and all creation. Rev. Dorhauer invited 
participation around this shared mission, urging congregations and other 

ministerial settings to explore new ways to embrace those commitments with a clear intent and shared 
purpose in a dedicated call to action over the next two years.

... continued from Page 1
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It was a cold and raw Memorial Day  
this year and several towns canceled their 
parade & service while Haworth soldiered— 
no pun intended—on.  
     A bunch of our church diehards showed  
up to prepare not only lemonade this time, but 
coffee and hot chocolate (a big hit) as well,  
to welcome the community and to support 
Rev. Lauri as she offered both the Invocation 
and the Benediction at the Haworth Memorial 
service next door.
   
The Mayor was most pleased.

I invite all of us to pray about our  
part in this exciting new initiative  
and be pro-active in living into and 
acting upon our commitment to  
our church, our community and our 
world!  I can’t wait to see where  
God will lead us!

Blessings to all!
Rev Lauri

Welcome to Baltimore & 
General Synod!

Lemonade on the Lawn 2017

... continued from Page 2
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Kudos to Doug for his contribution to  
this important cause!

We missed Doug Kammerer at Sunday worship on  
May 21st not because he  was sick, but because he  
was exhausted, having walked all night with the  
Relay for Life team from the Emerson Jr./Sr. High  
School Key Club.

The walk was run by Doug’s friend and Key Club leader, 
Natalie Rehak and he had a lot of fun participating.

Relay for Life is special to Doug because cancer has  
had a personal impact on his family (grandfather, cousin, 
aunt, and Mom). 

1 in 3 women and 1 in 2 men in the U.S. will be diagnosed  
with cancer in their lifetime. One of those people could  
be you or someone you love. That’s why Relay for Life 
teams hold events all over the country throughout  
the year.

When you join a Relay for Life event, you’re helping  
the American Cancer Society fund ground-breaking 
research, offer crucial patient care programs, and  
promote education and prevention.

When you Relay, you help save lives.

Walking for Relay for Life

Attention all Movers / Walkers / Joggers!
We have made a change to the Moving Group 

for the summer. We are now meeting on 
Thursday, 7:30pm at Memorial Park  

in Dumont. This change is permanent. Well,  
until further notice. The meeting spot is by  

the park concession stand at Pershing  
and Virginia aves.  

OPERATION OVERBOARD!
First Congregational UCC Haworth is hosting 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL this summer from 
Tuesday, August 1st through Friday, August 4th from 
6:15 pm to 8:45 pm. We are hoping the evening hours 
will allow more parents to be able to bring their kids 
(and maybe even enjoy a date night in the process!). 

Snack Time, Discovery (Science) Time, Arts & Crafts, 
Music – Who wouldn’t want to join in? The theme, 
“Operation Overboard!”, is an invitation to dive into 
the deep waters of God’s word and discover what it 
means to have deep faith.  
Do you have time or talents you can lend? We invite 
you to participate in any way you can – one hour,  
one day, two, three or all four. What works for you? 

Please contact Leigh Barker or Darlene Wilson and let 
us know what you can do. Shout out for ocean / beach 
decorative items - sand pails & shovels; fish netting, 
shells, swim goggles, etc. 

We are DIVING IN with DEEP FAITH!   
We hope we can  count on your support!
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From Mary Mayer and Sally Bartlett of Cresskill UCC:

Refugee WELCOME 
 Planning for our next family arriving in mid August

Hello to supporters of the Refugee Welcome Program! 
 
We want to let you all know that we will be helping Church World Service to settle another 
refugee family in mid-August. Possibly the family will be from Syria, but that seems unlikely 
under the current U.S. political climate. The last family was from Afghanistan. Refugees are 
also coming in from Eritrea (just south of Ethiopia), where brutal civil war and deadly religious 
persecution have made their lives intolerable. They all need the help we can provide. 
 
This time we are  trying a new approach to collecting the household goods needed. We want 
to avoid having too many of some items and not enough of others. In a Dropbox file, we are 
maintaining a master list of the items needed, who says they have found or will provide an item, 
and when the item is delivered either to the church or to an agreed upon storage home. In a few 
days, we will send out another e-mail with the link to this Dropbox file so that you can access 
the list and see what items are still needed. It will be interactive, so that you can enter an item 
you are providing and others will know it is covered or know that you can cover, say, 3 of the 
6 of that item needed. If you don’t choose to use the Dropbox file, please e-mail us about items 
you are considering.   
 
NOTE:  The major required items — proper beds for each person — can no longer be accepted 
used.  We must purchase the frames and mattresses new. and at the last minute, when we know 
the size of the family and ages of the children (twin bed? crib?). So an important form of 
support you may be able to help with is providing donations toward these purchases and other 
resettlement expenses. The cost of the last  resettlement event was about $1,100 for a family of 
6. That includes discounted mattresses, frames, U-Haul rental, gas, and a few items that were 
not available through donation. Perhaps the next family will be smaller, but we can expect to 
spend at least $900. A check can be made out to Cresskill Congregational Church with a 
notation at the bottom that your donation is specifically for “Refugee Welcome Program”. 
The church address is 85 Union Avenue, Cresskill, NJ 07624.

Mary Mayer 
marym812@aol.com
Sally Bartlett 
sallyviolaquilt@gmail.com
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We can now announce our final allocation 
for the $400.00 our children and congregation 
raised in our annual Lenten Mission project.  
The children voted at the beginning of the 
project to direct their donation towards the gift 
of clean water. With this gift, impoverished 
families receive treadle irrigation pumps which 
provide better access to clean water along with 
information on managing water resources and 
proper sanitation. Our complete direction to 
Heifer International broke down as follows: Thanks once again to our youth and to  

our congregation for making a difference  
to those in need in our world. Compassion 
is a gift unto itself. When you light the path 
for others, you light your own as well.

Ministry for Children & Youth

$300 Gift of Clean Water
$  50  Hope Basket (Rabbits  

+  flock of chickens)
$  30 Honeybees
$  20 Flock of ducks

Heifer International ~ Fill the Ark Update



 Budget Actual

YTD Income 91,858 95,600

YTD Expenses 91,808 89,585

YTD Surplus (Deficit) 50   6,015

From the Treasurer…

State of the Treasury 
Operating Fund 
as of June 30, 2017

2nd Q  YTD Expenses by Department:

 June 30, 2017

Bank of NJ Checking 6,045 

Schwab One 252,245 

Stonebridge Advisors 255,470

Thomas Partners 119,163

TOTAL 632,923

Assets by Repository:

 Budget Actual

Mission Outreach 4,500 5,000

Church Development 575 385

Deacons  1,075 668

Ministry 28,791 27,291

Children & Youth 6,290 5,640

Music  10,176 10,206

Administration 17,902 16,942

Property Stewards* 22,449 23,453

Assets by Fund:
 June 30, 2017

Operating Fund 6,016 

Endowment Fund 16,656 

Memorial Funds 29,123

Dedicated Funds 22,049 

Unrestricted Reserves 559,079

TOTAL 632,923

*  Property Stewards over budget due to Insurance & Workman’s Comp  
paid annually in February. 

Watch for the September SPIRE 
MOSA article which will report 
on a Jazz Fundraiser with the 
Todd Marcus Jazz Orchestra.  
The date will be early November 
(date to be finalized soon).

LOOKING AHEAD…

THE SPIRE Page 7
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Congratulations 
to the following graduates  

and their families! 

• Carrie Blakeman-McClain graduated from
Columbia High School in East Greenbush, NY

• Elyssa Blakeman-McClain graduated from
Warren Wilson College in NC

• Kayla Ann Johnson graduated from
Rowan University, Glassboro, NJ

• Jesse Pero graduated from 
Cliffside Park High School

• Tatiana Pero graduated from 
Florida Atlantic University (FAU)

• Kimiko Quayle graduated from 
Demarest Middle School and 

will start NVD High School in September

• Kyle Quayle graduated from
Demarest Co-Op Preschool and 

will start Kindergarten at Haworth Public School in 
September

And… CONGRATULATIONS  
to Leslie MacPherson (aka Mrs. Mac,  

Vocal Director) on her retirement from NVRHS. 
She is one of a kind and will be greatly missed 

by everyone in both schools!

Continued blessings from all of us!

Your Church Faith Community!  

How To Pray 
Keeping God in the Small Stuff

by Bruce Bickel & Stan Jantz

Prayer without effort will be insincere.
Effort without prayer will be ineffective.

Prayer involves more than just kneeling at  
a bedside with hands folded and eyes closed.  
It goes beyond just standing on a mountaintop  
with arms outstretched and head lifted toward  
the heavens.While these are great postures  
for prayer, the images are incomplete. 

Prayer involves effort (and we don’t  
just mean the grunting to bend down on 
your knees or the exertion to climb the 
mountaintop). Sincere prayer requires 
a willingness to put some action behind 
what you are asking from God.

Maybe God intends to use you to 
accomplish the result you are praying 
for. After you pray for your family and 
neighbors, do something tangible to show 
your love for them. After you pray for those 
who are sick, do something to help them. After you 
pray for world peace, show kindness to someone.

Saying “Amen” doesn’t end your prayer.  
It’s the signal for your action to begin.

The earnest prayer of a righteous person has  
great power and wonderful results.  
 —James 5:16

When the pastor suddenly  
calls on you to pray.

Or not...
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Sunday School Update 
Emma Nathanson

We ended our Sunday School year with a wonderful youth service. For those who could not make 
it, the children read the book, Have You Filled a Bucket Today?: A Guide to Daily Happiness for Kids 
by Carol McCloud, to the congregation. This was a story we read a few weeks previously in Sunday 
School class. They shared some of the things they do to make themselves, and the people around 
them, happy. Then they distributed miniature buckets to the congregation, along with pencils and 
paper. We asked everyone to think of some things they could try to do to “fill their buckets”.  
The children sang some old favorites like “In Heavenly Love”, “The Lord’s Prayer”, and “In the Bulb 
there is a Flower”. They also added a new song, Cindy Lauper’s “Time After Time” to the service.  
The teens showed their talents by singing and playing, “Anchored in Love”— as usual, they were 
amazing. I must give special thanks to Jane and Olga for their beautiful accompaniments!
 
Plans for next year’s Sunday School Program are underway. One thing I hope to focus on next year  
is examining the practice of prayer. This can be a nebulous concept for children, and I would like  
to discuss and try different ways of experiencing prayer with them. If any of you have a special 
prayer ritual that you would like to share, please let me know! It is so important for the children  
to get to know the adults in the congregation. 
 
As always, if you have a special talent or interest that you would like to share with the Sunday 
School students or the teens of our church, please let me know. I would love to work with you  
on a way to connect with them.  Maybe you want to teach one Sunday (sign up sheets will be out 
soon), or just come down to make a short presentation?  Involvement at any level is welcome  
and appreciated!
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

276 HAWORTH AVE., HAWORTH, NJ 07641
201.384.1063      www.haworthucc.org

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
July / August 2017

UCC Purpose:
To love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength  

and our neighbor as ourselves. 

UCC Mission:
United in Spirit and inspired by God’s grace,  

we welcome all, love all and seek justice for all. 

UCC Vision:
United in Christ’s love, a just world for all. 




